
 

 

Mgpe 011 
Human Security 

Important question and repeated topics 
In both hindi and english 

(part-1) 
Topic 1 
What do you mean by human security and it’s scope. 
 
Human Security is a concept that extends the traditional idea of 
security beyond military protection to include the safety and well-
being of individuals. It emphasizes the protection of people from 
critical and pervasive threats and situations that endanger their lives, 
livelihoods, and dignity. 
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 Here’s a detailed look at its scope and significance: 
 
Definition 
Human security refers to safeguarding individuals from a wide range 
of risks and threats that affect their survival, daily life, and dignity.  
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It focuses on the following: 
 
Freedom from Fear: Protection from violence and armed conflict. 
Freedom from Want: Assurance of basic needs such as food, water, 
healthcare, and shelter. 
Freedom to Live in Dignity: Protection of human rights and the rule 
of law. 
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Scope of Human Security 
 
The scope of human security is broad and encompasses several 
dimensions: 
 
Economic Security: Ensuring individuals have a stable income and 
access to basic resources, preventing extreme poverty and economic 
exploitation. 
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Food Security: Providing reliable access to adequate, safe, and 
nutritious food for all individuals. 
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Health Security: Protecting people from diseases and ensuring access 
to healthcare services. 
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Environmental Security: Safeguarding against environmental 
degradation, natural disasters, and ensuring sustainable 
development. 
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Personal Security: Protecting individuals from physical violence, 
crime, and human rights abuses. 
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Community Security: Ensuring the safety and cohesion of 
communities, protecting them from ethnic or sectarian violence, and 
promoting social inclusion. 
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Political Security: Protecting individuals from political repression, 
ensuring their participation in political processes, and safeguarding 
their civil rights. 

       क      :        क         क             ,        क 

             क                   क    औ    क       क    क     

क      क     
 
 

Topic 2 
 

Evolution of concept of human rights 
The concept of human rights has evolved significantly over centuries, 
reflecting changes in societal values, legal frameworks, and 
philosophical understandings of what it means to be human. Here is 
an overview of this evolution: 
 

Ancient and Medieval Periods 
 
Ancient Civilizations: Early ideas about rights and justice can be 
found in ancient civilizations. The Code of Hammurabi (circa 1754 
BC) in Babylon established a legal framework that included rights and 



 

 

responsibilities of individuals. Similarly, ancient Greek philosophy, 
particularly the works of Plato and Aristotle, discussed justice and 
natural law. 
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Religious Texts: Many religious traditions have articulated principles 
of human dignity and moral obligations. For example, the Hindu 
Vedas, the Bible, and the Quran all include elements that promote 
the treatment of individuals with respect and fairness. 
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Magna Carta (1215): The Magna Carta, signed in 1215 in England, 
was a landmark document that limited the powers of the king and 
laid the foundation for the development of individual rights and 
liberties. It established the principle that everyone, including the 
king, was subject to the law. 
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Early Modern Period 
 
Enlightenment Philosophers: The Enlightenment period (17th and 
18th centuries) saw significant developments in the concept of 
human rights. Philosophers such as John Locke, Jean-Jacques 



 

 

Rousseau, and Voltaire argued for the natural rights of individuals, 
including life, liberty, and property. These ideas influenced the 
development of modern democratic states. 
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American Declaration of Independence (1776): The American 
Declaration of Independence asserted that "all men are created 
equal" and endowed with "unalienable Rights" including "Life, 
Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness." This was a revolutionary 
assertion of individual rights against colonial rule. 
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French Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen (1789): 
This declaration, emerging from the French Revolution, proclaimed 
that all men are born free and equal in rights. It emphasized the 
principles of liberty, property, security, and resistance to oppression. 
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19th and Early 20th Centuries 
Abolition of Slavery: The 19th century witnessed significant human 
rights advancements with the abolition of slavery in many parts of 
the world. The movement was driven by moral, economic, and 



 

 

political factors and was a major step towards recognizing the 
inherent dignity of all individuals. 
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Women's Rights Movement: The late 19th and early 20th centuries 
saw the rise of the women's suffrage movement, advocating for 
women's right to vote and participate equally in society. This period 
marked a significant shift towards gender equality. 
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Post-World War II Era 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948): In response to the 
atrocities of World War II, the United Nations adopted the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) in 1948. This landmark 
document outlined fundamental human rights to be universally 
protected, including civil, political, economic, social, and cultural 
rights. 
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International Human Rights Treaties: Following the UDHR, numerous 
international treaties were developed to protect specific rights. 
These include the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 



 

 

(ICCPR) and the International Covenant on Economic, Social and 
Cultural Rights (ICESCR), both adopted in 1966. 
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Contemporary Developments 
 
Regional Human Rights Systems: Regional human rights systems 
have been established to address specific local issues. These include 
the European Convention on Human Rights (1950), the American 
Convention on Human Rights (1969), and the African Charter on 
Human and Peoples' Rights (1981). 
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Expansion of Rights: The concept of human rights has expanded to 
include new categories such as environmental rights, digital rights, 
and LGBTQ+ rights. These developments reflect the evolving nature 
of society and the need to address contemporary challenges. 
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Human Rights Organizations: Numerous non-governmental 
organizations (NGOs) and international bodies, such as Amnesty 
International, Human Rights Watch, and the UN Human Rights 



 

 

Council, work to monitor, protect, and promote human rights 
globally. 
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The evolution of the concept of human rights reflects a growing 
recognition of the inherent dignity and equality of all human beings. 
From ancient legal codes to modern international treaties, the 
journey of human rights continues to adapt to new challenges and 
expand its scope to ensure the protection and empowerment of 
every individual. 
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