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PART-5

India and the European Union (EU)

India and the European Union (EU) share a multifaceted.and strategic
partnership that encompasses political, economic, and'eultural
dimensions. Over the years, this relationship hassgrown stronger
through various agreements and dialogues.

Historical Background

The formal relationship between India and the EU began in the early
1960s and was significantly'strengthened by the EU-India Strategic
Partnership established in 2004.
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Economic Relations

The EU is one of India's largest trading partners, and negotiations for
a Free Trade Agreement (FTA) aim to enhance trade and investment.
Key areas of economic cooperation include trade, investment, and
technology.
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Political and Security Relations

India and the EU collaborate on counter-terrorism, climate change,
and global governance, working together in international forums to
address global challenges.
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Cultural and People-to-People Relations

Cultural exchange and edugation initiativessenhance mutual
understanding. Student exchange rograms and tourism promote
stronger ties between the citizens,of India and the EU.
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In summary, the India-EU relationship is marked by deep economic

ties, strong/political and security cooperation, and vibrant cultural
exchanges, making it a robust and dynamic partnership.
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Main Features of the Maastricht Treaty

The Maastricht Treaty, signed on February 7, 1992, established the
European Union (EU) and laid the foundation for the euro currency.
It marked a significant step in European integration by promoting
economic and political union among its member states.
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The treaty introduced the concept éfhEuropean citizenship, allowing
citizens to live, work, and vote in any EU"eeuntry: It aimed to
strengthen the democratic legitimacy of the institutions and enhance
cooperation in foreign policyjs@eurity, and justice.
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The Maastricht, Treaty established the three-pillar structure of the
EU: the EuropeamCommunities, Common Foreign and Security Policy
(CFSP)ymand Justice and Home Affairs (JHA). This framework aimed to
streamline decision-making and policy implementation across
various domains.
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