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Discuss various dimensions of marginalisation of 
women in Indian society. 

The marginalization of women in Indian society manifests across 
various dimensions, including economic, social, political, educational, 
and health aspects. Despite legal frameworks and policies aimed at 
promoting gender equality, deep-rooted patriarchal norms and 
cultural practices continue to perpetuate gender disparities. 
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Economic Marginalization 

Women in India face significant economic marginalization. They 
often have limited access to economic resources and opportunities. 
Many women are employed in low-paying, informal sector jobs 
without job security or benefits. Additionally, the gender pay gap 
persists, with women earning significantly less than men for the 
same work. Women's participation in the workforce is also hindered 



 

 

by societal expectations and responsibilities related to domestic 
work and caregiving. 
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Social Marginalization 

Socially, women in India often face discrimination and 
marginalization. Patriarchal attitudes and practices such as dowry, 
female infanticide, and child marriage persist in many parts of the 
country. Women are often subjected to domestic violence and have 
limited autonomy over their lives and bodies. Cultural norms and 
traditions frequently place women in subordinate roles within 
families and communities, restricting their social mobility and 
participation in public life. 
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Political Marginalization 



 

 

In the political arena, women are underrepresented at all levels of 
government. While there are reservations for women in local 
governance (Panchayati Raj Institutions), their representation in 
state and national legislatures remains low. Women politicians often 
face significant barriers, including gender bias, lack of support, and 
threats of violence. This underrepresentation limits women's 
influence on policy-making and governance. 
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Human security is intrinsically linked to environment 
security. 
 

Human security is intrinsically linked to environmental security, as a 
stable and healthy environment is fundamental to the well-being and 
survival of human populations. Environmental degradation, climate 
change, and natural resource depletion pose significant threats to 
human security by impacting health, livelihoods, and social stability. 
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Impact on Health 

Environmental degradation directly affects human health. Pollution, 
deforestation, and water contamination can lead to various health 
problems, including respiratory diseases, waterborne illnesses, and 
malnutrition. Climate change exacerbates these issues by increasing 
the frequency and intensity of extreme weather events, spreading 
infectious diseases, and undermining food and water security. 
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Livelihoods and Economic Security 

Environmental security is crucial for livelihoods and economic 
security. Many communities, particularly in developing countries, 
rely on natural resources for their livelihoods. Environmental 
degradation, such as soil erosion, desertification, and loss of 
biodiversity, can destroy these resources, leading to poverty, 
displacement, and conflict. Sustainable management of natural 
resources is essential for economic stability and growth. 
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Climate Change 

Climate change is a significant threat to both environmental and 
human security. Rising global temperatures, sea-level rise, and 
increased frequency of extreme weather events threaten ecosystems 
and human settlements. These changes can lead to loss of habitats, 
displacement of communities, and increased vulnerability to natural 
disasters. Mitigating climate change and adapting to its impacts are 
crucial for ensuring both environmental and human security. 
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