MPSE-007: SOCIAL MOVEMENTS AND POLITICS IN INDIA

Most Important Questions with Answers

Explain interlinkages of social and political movements.
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1. Shared Goals / HTLIT ¢1&4:

« Fighting for Equality / FHTT & ft
Dalit rights movement or the
discrimination. These social mov
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2. How Political Movements Influence Social Movements / ITTITd® GI'IE-']?F-[
TP iG] Pl »d YHTId BId &

o Changing Laws and PoIicies/E‘FEﬁ' 3R Hifoal # sq@Ta: Political movements
in India often focus on changing laws to help marginalized groups. For instance, the
Right to Education Act (2009) was passed in response to social movements



demanding better access to education for all children. Similarly, the Anti-CAA
(Citizenship Amendment Act) protests were sparked by political movements and
social activists against laws seen as discriminatory.
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Political Leaders Supporting Social Causes / ISTHITI® AT HIHTTSIS. BRUN BT

YT Hd % Political parties in India sometimes support social mevements to
show they care about people’s problems. For example, during India’s Indepéndence
Movement, leaders like Mahatma Gandhi used social movements to,challenge British
rule, which eventually led to political independence.
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3. How Social Movements InfluencéPolitical Movements / TTHTIGTS GI'@FF-[

IS 3figial 1 YHIfdd ®d o

Grassroots Movements / STHIHI Sfigid: In India, social movements often start at
the grassroots level andigrow into larger political movements. The farmers' protests
of 2020-2021 againstmewfarmulaws were a social movement that became a major
political issue, with political'parties and leaders getting involved to support the
farmers:
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Changing Social Attitudes / TS 'd@aﬂw H g¢dTa: Social movements in
India, such as the women's empowerment movement or the Beti Bachao Beti
Padhao campaign, have worked to change how people think about gender roles.
These changes eventually influence political parties to pass laws supporting women,
like the Prevention of Child Marriage Act or the Maternity Benefit (Amendment)
Act.
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4. Supporting Each Other / W@'\‘ﬁ T U HIAT:

Pressure for Change / SCAd & fore gaTa: In India, social and political

movements often work together to put pressure on the government for reforms. The
Right to Information (RTI) Act is an example, where social activists and political
leaders collaborated to demand transparency and accountability in the government.
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Using Media to Amplify Movements / anﬁaﬁaﬁméﬁ%ﬁmﬂ%mm

SUINRT: Both social and political movements in India useimedia,to spread their
messages. The Nirbhaya rape case protests,in 2012 beeameia social movement for
women’s safety, which led to political changespancluding stricter laws for sexual
violence. Social media also plays a big role in‘movements like #MeToo in India.
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5. Building Alliances / TS S-INIT:

Forming Coalitions / TG §HTHT: Social and political movements in India
sometimes/form,coalitions to work together. For example, during the anti-corruption
movement of 2014, soctal activists like Anna Hazare worked with political leaders to
demand stronger laws against corruption, which led to the formation of the Aam
AadmiyParty (AAP).
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Intersectionality / STUHY HEY: Different social movements in India often overlap.
For example, the Dalit rights movement and the farmer’s movement have some
common goals related to equality, land rights, and access to resources. This brings
together various social and political groups to push for similar changes.
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Discuss women's movement in India.

WRd § Afgar siigiad &t a=i i

1. Historical Background / BfargTiRie ggyfu:
o Early Efforts for Women’s Rights / Higa Rl & fore IRfYS W The

modern women's movement in India started in the 19th century,awvithisocial refoermers
like Raja Ram Mohan Roy, Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar, and Swami
Vivekananda pushing for women’s education, widow rem@rriage, ‘and the‘abolition
of practices like Sati (the burning of widows).
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« Early 20th Century / Zoﬁmﬁ?ﬁﬂﬁw\%{ﬁ: During the British colonial period,
women’s participation in the Indian independence struggle played an important role
in their empowerment. Leaders like Sarojini Naidu, Kasturba Gandhi, and Kamini
Roy became prominent figuresin boththe political and social arenas.
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2. Post-Independence, Women’s Movement / Waadl & dliq 'FI'%?IT GI'IE-']?F-I :

¢ LegalReformsy Hﬂﬂ\:ﬂ YYR: After India’s independence in 1947, there were
several legal reforms aimed at improving women'’s status. Laws like the Hindu
Marriage Act (1955), Dowry Prohibition Act (1961), and the Domestic Violence
Act (2005) were enacted to address gender inequality and protect women’s rights.
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« Women in Politics / JTSIHITd 'eI'FI'%FITﬁ The women’s movement also led to greater
political participation. Indira Gandhi, the first female Prime Minister of India, and
Sarojini Naidu, a prominent political leader, were symbols of women’s
empowerment in politics.
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3. Feminist Movements and Activism /Wﬁ'ﬁﬁ GI'IE-']?H 3R Afshadr:
« Second Wave Feminism (1970s) / G&RT TRIATGT 3figer (1970 & GRI®): In the

1970s, women in India began to organize protests and campaigns for gender equality.
Issues like sexual harassment, violence against women, and reproductive rights
became central to the feminist movement. The Satyanaand Mandal Commission
Report on caste-based reservation also sparked debates on women's representation.
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e Activism for Women’s Safety / fgar qRE&T a?mﬂﬁﬂﬁﬂ The Delhi gang
rape case in 2012 brought the issue of women'sysafety inte,the national spotlight. It
led to widespread protests and a renewed pushifor striCter laws against sexual
violence, resulting in the Nirbhaya Acts
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Issues Addressed by the Womgn’siMovement / afgar 3ieIad gRT Hafed

T

e GenderEquality / {71 FUTET: One of the main demands of the women’s
movementin Indiaghas been gender equality. This includes equal pay for equal work,
access to education, and equal representation in politics and workplaces.
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e Violence Against Women /'FI'%?ITGﬁa? @W%‘HT: Violence against women,

including domestic violence, rape, and dowry deaths, has been a major issue raised by
the women’s movement. The movement has called for stronger laws and better
implementation of existing laws.
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» Access to Education and Employment / e 3R AoR 9% Ugd: The women's

movement has also fought for women’s right to education and equal opportunities in
employment. This has led to campaigns for better schooling for girls and equal job
opportunities for women.
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Challenges Faced by the Women’s Movement / Higar ST i1 YT $1

e Cultural and Patriarchal Resistance/m Gﬁ?ﬁﬂﬂﬂwmﬂ: In

India, traditional gender roles and patriarchal values have often clashed with the goals
of the women’s movement. Many people in rural areas and conservative families
continue to resist change, holding onto outdated customs.
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« Economic and Political Barriers / 3fifde Gﬁ?mﬁﬂ?mﬂrﬁ: Women’s

movements often face challenges,due to'a,lack of resources, political backing, and the
need for better implementation,of laws. Despite progress, many women still face
barriers to achieving true equality.
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Debate the isSue of 'Development vs. Environment '

TIPSy el 'S He, TR d& faad Siferg|
1. Development: The Need for Progress / faerT: ynfa & smaxadr:
e Economic Growth and Jobs / arrﬁiﬁq@ 3R AR Supporters of development

argue that economic growth is essential for improving living standards and creating
jobs. For example, industries, infrastructure projects, and urbanization contribute to
GDP growth and provide employment opportunities for millions of people in India.
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e Rural Development/‘;ITlﬂ'UTm: Development projects, like roads, electricity,
and irrigation, can significantly improve the quality of life in rural areas. For instance,
better access to electricity and clean water can transform remote villages.
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e Improved Infrastructure / amgﬁuﬁm Development also means,improved
infrastructure such as better roads, schools, hospitals, and transportatien. These
contribute to the overall welfare of society and can lead to higher produetivity and
better public services.
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2. Environment: The Cost of Development / TaTGRUT: fa®Td &1 @NT:

e Environmental Degradation hep pauin) &ffl: Critics of development argue that
many development projects result in'severe enavironmental damage, including
deforestation, pollution, and loss.of biodiversityaFor example, the construction of
dams, highways, and factoriesioftenyleads to the destruction of natural habitats.
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* Climate Changeyand Global Warming /\“ﬁlﬂTﬂ‘Tﬁﬂ?&[ sﬁﬁ%am:r The
rapidyindustrialization and use of fossil fuels for development contribute to climate
change'and global warming. Rising carbon emissions, air pollution, and rising sea
levels are some of the consequences of unchecked industrial growth.
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e Loss of Natural Resources / WWEFI}[ ﬁ%‘lﬁf: Overexploitation of
natural resources like water, forests, and minerals for development can lead to their
depletion. This can have long-term effects on ecosystems and human survival. For
instance, overuse of groundwater for agriculture can lead to water scarcity.




U TATeAT S T, ST 3R Wfol o1 sraftier gig fawr & forg et
A BT HRUT S bl 5 | 3BT TIRFRUTAD! 3= 3R A4 Sfigd R Sdwbifers
THTG B Al ¢ | IETERYT & A1E, HY & g YT oI &7 Srafiids SuanT ofd

Thc BT HRUT & ghdl g |

3. Balancing Development and Environment / oo iR yafrur & d
qdd-:

« Sustainable Development/ﬂ?ﬁrm: Many argue that development and
environmental protection can go hand in hand through sustainable development.
This means focusing on economic growth that does not depletehatural resources, uses
renewable energy, and reduces pollution. The UN Sustainable Development,Goals
(SDGs) emphasize the need for development that protects the planet while ensuring
social and economic benefits for people.
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e Green Technology and Renewable"Energy / Eﬁ'd&'ﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁ 3R Fdieuiiy

Solt: The use of green technolegyand remewable energy sources such as solar and
wind power can help balance development and environmental concerns. For example,
solar-powered plants and€lectricwehiclesireduce reliance on fossil fuels and help
decrease carbon emissions.
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«. Eco-Friendlyylnfrastructure / TaTaR0T & 3% e g4I STET: Urban
developmentiprojects can be designed to be more eco-friendly, such as using energy-
efficient buildings, promoting public transport, and creating green spaces in cities.
Thesegnitiatives can reduce environmental impact while fostering development.
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How are social movements and democracy interlinked.

TS SHigia SR APaA TR g A FA IS & ?



1. Demand for Rights and Justice / SIfUHTRY 3R =TT P HT:

Social movements fight for equal rights: In democracies, citizens have the right to
fight for their rights. Social movements focus on issues like gender equality, caste
discrimination, and economic fairness. They demand changes in laws and policies to
ensure that everyone is treated equally, regardless of their gender, caste, or economic
background.
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Example in India: Movements like the Women's'Rights Mavement and Dalit
Rights Movements in India have worked to demand-equalightsfor women and
marginalized communities.
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2. Freedom of Expression and*Rarticipation / SfraafaT ik YriieRt &1
L=GEGI K

Right to protest and express views: In a democracy, citizens are free to express their
opinions and,demand changes. Social movements use this freedom to protest against
injusticeunfairpoliciessand human rights violations.
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Social movements create platforms for debate: They organize public discussions,
protests, and rallies where people can speak out and share their views. This helps
ensure that the government listens to its people and takes action to solve issues.
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3. Government Accountability / XDIR ) ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁ:

Holding leaders accountable: Social movements are essential in holding
governments and political leaders accountable. They prevent corruption and ensure
that leaders follow laws and act fairly.
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Demanding transparency: When the government fails to addgess issues. like
corruption, pollution, or human rights abuses, social movements‘demand transparency
and fair practices.
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4. Raising Awareness and Public Opinign / STIRIRS el 3R ATdSIfA® I BT

Creating awareness about sgcial issues: Secial movements educate people about
important issues that affect society, suchjas inequality, health, education, and the
environment. By Creating awareness, these movements help people understand their
rights and responsibHlities in @ democracy.
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Explain human Development index and reality.

A4 AP YaSid 3R aRATADH T B ARSI BIFTT

The Human Development Index (HDI) is a composite measure developed by the United
Nations to assess the overall development of a country. It goes beyond just economic factors
like GDP and includes other indicators that reflect human well-being. The HDI considers
three key dimensions:

Health: Life expectancy at birth, which indicates the average lifespan of people in a
country.



Education: Mean years of schooling for adults and expected years of schooling for
children, which reflect access to education and its quality.

Standard of Living: Gross National Income (GNI) per capita, which shows the
average income of people in a country.

1. Dimensions of HDI / HD1 & 3{TATH:

Health (Life Expectancy) / TdTRRY (TrﬂTFI YITIRIT): HDI uses life expectancy at
birth to show the general health situation of a country. A higher life expectancy
generally indicates better healthcare and living conditions.
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Education / fRI&T: HDI includes two education indicatof$; the mean years of
schooling (average years of education adults have)and expected years of schooling
(how many years children are expected to attend seheel). Highereducation levels are
a sign of better access to quality education.
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Standard of Living (Income) | STta iR (3f™): The GNI per capita is used to
assess the standar@,of living-%A higher GNI indicates greater economic resources and
opportunities for people to meetitheirineeds.
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2. Réality Beyond MDI / HDI & UX IRAfd&dT:

While HDT1s'auseful tool for understanding general human development, it has several
shortcomings in reflecting the true development reality:

Inequality / IHHTAT: HDI does not account for inequalities within a country. For
example, a country with a high HDI might still have a large gap between the rich and
the poor. There could be regions with low education and health services, even in a
country with a high average life expectancy or income.

SHTGT: HDI fhat 3o & HiaR srwmaret &1 fere T8l Sl 81 ISBIU B
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« Environmental Factors / 9aTaRufig de@: HDI does not consider the environmental
sustainability of development. A country might have high income and life expectancy,
but it might also be causing significant environmental damage, which negatively
affects future generations.

Tty dea: HDI faor ot vafaruity fRRAT &1 78t ST 81 U S & 3T
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e Subjective Well-being /ﬂﬂmw-ﬂiﬁ: HDI doesn’t measure people's
happiness or subjective well-being. In some countries with high, HDI, people might
still experience stress, lack of work-life balance, or dissatisfactiomwith.their quality of
life.
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e Cultural Factors/ ﬂ'ﬂq?ﬁl?ﬁ dcd: HDI doesn’t take inte account cultural factors
like freedom, social equality, and personal chaicesylhese can significantly influence
a country’s development and people’s happinessybut arenot reflected in the HDI.

T HD| RGBT dedl Sisl =T, Qo FHHT 3R faaTd
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3. The HDI Reality Gap'hHD @R arsfasdr & ot 3idR:

e Overemphasis on Quantitative Data / AT ST UR 3 SR: HDI focuses
on measurable factors like life expectancy, education, and income, which are
importantibut doynot capture the complete picture of human development. It overlooks
factors'suchias mental health, inequality, and environmental well-being.
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o Case Study of India / HIRd T MY India has shown significant improvement in
its HDI over the years, yet large sections of its population still face extreme poverty,
illiteracy, and lack of healthcare. This highlights the gap between HDI rankings and
real living conditions for many citizens.
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