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2nd PART

What were the main concerns of the socio-religious reform movements of the 19th Century ?
Elaborate.
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The socio-religious reform movements of the 19th century in India were aimed at addressing
various social, religious, and cultural issues that had plagued Indian society. These
movements emerged as a response to the social injustices, rigid religious practices, and the
need for modernization. The main concerns were:

1. Social Reforms: The reformers focused on eradicating social evils such as caste
discrimination, untouchability, sati (widow burning), and child marriage. They
aimed to promote gender equality and uplift the status of women in society.
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2. Religious Reform: Reformers aimed to purify and modernize religious practices,
often challenging outdated rituals and superstitions. They emphasized the need for
rationalism and spirituality in religion. Prominent leaders like Raja Ram Mohan
Roy and Swami Vivekananda called for the reform of Hinduism and other religions
to make them more relevant to contemporary society.
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3. Promotion of Education: One of the key concerns of the reformers was to spread
education, especially among women and the lower castes. They believed that
education was crucial for personal empowerment and social progress. Efforts were
made to establish schools, colleges, and literacy programs.
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4. Modernization of Indian Society: Reformers also sought to modernize Indian
society by promoting scientific thinking and Western education. They encouraged
Indians to adopt modern ideas and reject outdated customs and beliefs that hindered
progress. The introduction of English education'was an important part of this
modernization process.
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5. Equality and Human Rights: The reform movements also focused on promoting
equality and human rights for all individuals, irrespective of their social status.
Leaders like Jyotirao Phule and Dr. B.R. Ambedkar worked towards the upliftment
of lower castes and fought for their rights and dignity.
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Comment on the social structures of North-East India during the colonial rule.
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During the colonial rule in India, the social structures in North-East India underwent
significant changes, although many of the indigenous traditions and systems remained intact.
The social life in the region was distinct from that of the rest of India, as it was shaped by a
combination of indigenous tribal cultures, interactions with neighbouring countries, and
colonial policies.



1. Tribal Society and Social Hierarchy: North-East India was predominantly home to
various indigenous tribal communities, each with its own unique social structure.
These tribes had a relatively egalitarian society where roles were often based on age,
gender, and ability rather than a rigid caste system. In many tribes, the chief (often a
male elder) played an important role in decision-making, but leadership could also be
shared or involve councils of elders.
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2. Impact of Colonial Policies: The British colonial rule had a profound impact on the
social structure of North-East India. The British introduced land revenue systems,
which affected the tribal ways of land ownership and governance. The settled
agricultural systems in some parts led to changes in the traditional practice of
shifting cultivation. The British also implemented policies that promoted the growth
of tea plantations, which led to the influx of immigrants and caused social tensions
between indigenous communities and outsiders.
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3. Role of Women: In. many tribal communities, women enjoyed a relatively higher
status compared to other parts of India. They often had control over property, took
part in decision-making, and were active in social and economic activities. For
example, in the Naga tribes, women had an important role in family and community
matters. However, colonial rule introduced new gender norms that began to affect
the traditional status of women in the region.
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4. Impact of Christianity: Missionaries played an important role in shaping the social
structure of North-East India during the colonial period. Christian missionaries



introduced education, particularly Western-style schools, which significantly
influenced the social status and roles of indigenous people. Conversion to Christianity
altered social norms, leading to new social identities and sometimes tension between
converted and non-converted communities.
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. Social Tensions and Resistance: The colonial rule in North-East India also-led to
social tensions between the indigenous populations and the colonial authorities, as
well as among different tribal groups. There were various rebel movements and
resistance actions, such as the Khasi Uprising (1830s) and the Angami Naga
Uprising (1879), where tribal communities resisted British control over their land,
culture, and social practices.
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In conclusion, the social structure of North-East India during colonial rule was marked by a
combination of indigenous practices and the disruptive influence of British policies. While

many traditional structures persisted, colonialism brought about significant changes in land
ownership, gender roles, and somal identities.
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