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How is untouchability an obstacle to the existence of a harmonious society ? 

Untouchability is a social practice where certain individuals or groups are treated as 

"untouchables" or inferior because of their caste. This practice creates deep divisions within 

society and prevents social harmony. 

1. Social Division and Inequality Untouchability divides society into higher and lower 

castes. Those labeled as "untouchables" are often denied equal rights, education, and 

opportunities. This leads to inequality, resentment, and a lack of unity. 
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2. Violation of Human Dignity Untouchability denies the basic human rights and dignity of 

individuals. It makes them feel inferior and unworthy, which harms their self-esteem and 

mental health. A harmonious society requires that every individual is treated with respect. 
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3. Hinders Social Cooperation When untouchability exists, people from different castes are 

unwilling to work together or form positive relationships. This prevents cooperation in 

schools, workplaces, and communities, which are essential for a harmonious society. 
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4. Economic Disparities Untouchability limits access to economic resources for certain 

groups, keeping them in poverty. This economic divide further deepens social tensions, 

making it hard for society to work together for collective progress. 
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5. Creates Psychological Barriers Untouchability creates a mental barrier between 

individuals. It fosters hatred, fear, and prejudice, which prevent people from forming strong, 

trusting relationships with each other, essential for peace and harmony. 
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Write a note on the feminist and environmental approaches to peace. 

Feminist Approach to Peace 

1. Focus on Gender Equality 
Feminist peace theory stresses the need for equal rights and opportunities for women in all 

areas of life, including peace processes. It argues that true peace cannot be achieved without 

gender equality, as women are often left out of decision-making roles. 
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2. Women as Active Peacebuilders 
Feminism stresses that women are key to building lasting peace. Women's experiences, 

perspectives, and contributions are essential in creating more inclusive and effective peace 

processes. Women's involvement can help address the root causes of conflicts, such as 

poverty and inequality. 
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3. Intersectionality in Peacebuilding 
Feminist peace approaches also consider intersectionality, recognizing that women's 

experiences in conflict are influenced by factors like race, class, and ethnicity. This 

perspective ensures that peace solutions are tailored to the diverse experiences of women. 
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Environmental Approach to Peace 

1. Link Between Environment and Conflict 
Environmental problems like climate change, deforestation, and water scarcity can create 

competition over resources, leading to conflicts between communities and nations. The 

environmental peace approach focuses on preventing these conflicts by promoting sustainable 

resource management. 
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2. Sustainable Development for Peace 
The environmental approach promotes sustainable development practices that ensure the 

availability of resources for future generations. By addressing environmental issues, societies 

can create a more stable and peaceful future. 
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3. Cooperation and Conflict Prevention 
This approach encourages international cooperation in managing shared environmental 

resources, such as water and forests. Working together to solve environmental challenges can 

help prevent conflicts and promote peace between countries and communities. 
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Write a note on United Nations Agenda for Peace. 

The United Nations Agenda for Peace, introduced in 1992, focuses on promoting peace, 

security, and cooperation around the world. It emphasizes conflict prevention, peacebuilding, 

peacekeeping, and disarmament as key components for maintaining global peace. The agenda 

aims to address the root causes of conflicts and help prevent violence and wars. 

1. Conflict Prevention 
The Agenda for Peace stresses the importance of preventing conflicts before they start. This 

involves diplomatic efforts, early warning systems, and addressing political, social, and 

economic issues that may lead to violence. The UN encourages countries to work together to 

resolve disputes peacefully. 

         र      

            ड                                  र      र   र                            

      ,   र                     , और    र       ,         और                 

        र                          र                    र                             

                                 र       

2. Peacekeeping Operations 
Peacekeeping is one of the main strategies of the Agenda for Peace. The UN deploys 

peacekeeping forces to conflict zones to maintain stability, protect civilians, and support the 

implementation of peace agreements. Peacekeepers help create conditions where lasting 

peace can be built. 
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3. Peacebuilding and Post-Conflict Reconstruction 
The Agenda for Peace also emphasizes the need for rebuilding societies after a conflict. 

Peacebuilding involves creating strong institutions, ensuring justice, and fostering social 

reconciliation. This is essential for preventing the recurrence of violence and ensuring long-

term peace. 
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4. Disarmament 
The Agenda stresses the importance of reducing and eliminating weapons, especially 

weapons of mass destruction like nuclear weapons. Disarmament is seen as an important step 

in reducing the threat of war and promoting global security. 
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5. Strengthening International Cooperation 
The Agenda for Peace highlights the role of international cooperation in maintaining peace. It 

calls for stronger collaboration between the UN, member states, and regional organizations to 

address global challenges and promote peace. 
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WRITE SHORT NOTE ON : CHIPKOO MOVEMENT  

The Chipko Movement was an environmental movement that started in India in the 1970s. It 

aimed to protect trees and forests from being cut down by industries and contractors.  

The name "Chipko" means "to hug" in Hindi, and it refers to the action of people hugging 

trees to prevent them from being felled. 

1. Origin of the Movement 
The Chipko Movement began in 1973 in the village of Mandal in Uttarakhand, where local 

women protested against the cutting of trees by hugging them. The movement spread to other 

regions of India, with the main goal of stopping deforestation and protecting natural 

resources. 

               

             1973      र   ड      ड                ,                                

        र                       र                     र                        

   ,                                  र     और                     र    र       

2. Role of Women 
Women played a central role in the Chipko Movement. They were the ones who led the 

protests and formed human chains around the trees to stop loggers. The movement 

highlighted the role of women in protecting the environment and their deep connection with 

nature. 
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3. Environmental Awareness 
The Chipko Movement helped raise awareness about the importance of trees and forests in 

maintaining ecological balance. It emphasized that forests are vital for the survival of humans 

and animals and that their destruction would lead to environmental disasters. 
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4. Success and Impact 
The Chipko Movement succeeded in preventing the felling of trees in several areas. It also 

influenced future environmental movements in India and around the world. The movement 

led to changes in forest management policies and the promotion of sustainable development. 
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