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Write about the multi-party system in India. 

                    प               

India follows a multi-party system of democracy, where multiple political parties contest 

elections and play a significant role in the governance of the country. This system ensures a 

broad representation of various interests, ideologies, and regional concerns, making the 

political environment dynamic and diverse. 
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Features of the Multi-Party System 

The Indian multi-party system is characterized by the existence of several national, regional, 

and state-level parties. These parties represent various ideological, social, and cultural 

groups. The system is decentralized, as power is shared between the central government and 

state governments. 
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Major National and Regional Parties 

India has several national parties like the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), Indian National 

Congress (INC), and Communist Party of India (CPI), which have a wide influence across 

the country. However, regional parties like the Trinamool Congress (TMC) in West Bengal, 

the Shiv Sena in Maharashtra, and the DMK in Tamil Nadu also hold considerable power 

and influence within their respective states. 
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Role of Regional Parties 

Regional parties play a crucial role in India’s political system, especially in coalition 

governments. They often form alliances with national parties to provide the necessary 

majority in the parliament. For example, the All India Anna Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam 

(AIADMK) and DMK in Tamil Nadu have significantly influenced the central government’s 

policies. 
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Advantages of the Multi-Party System 

1. Representation of Diverse Interests: The multi-party system ensures that a wide 

range of views, interests, and social groups are represented in the political system. 

This helps in the inclusivity of different communities and cultures, which strengthens 

national unity. 

1.                        :                        क        क        क 
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2. Coalition Governments: The system facilitates the formation of coalition 

governments, which, though sometimes unstable, promote cooperation among diverse 

political parties. 
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3. Check on Centralization: With regional parties holding power in states, it prevents 

the excessive centralization of power in the hands of the central government, fostering 

a more balanced system. 
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Disadvantages of the Multi-Party System 



 

 

1. Coalition Instability: While coalitions allow for broader representation, they often 

lead to unstable governments, as the support of smaller parties can be fickle. For 

example, in 1996, the United Front Government failed due to lack of cohesion 

among various parties. 
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2. Fragmentation of Votes: In a multi-party system, the fragmentation of votes among 

several parties can lead to the emergence of a government with a small majority, or 

even a minority government, which can make governance challenging. 

2.               :                कई      क           क               क   
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3. Corruption and Defections: In coalition politics, smaller parties may demand 

disproportionate benefits in exchange for support, leading to corruption and 

defections, as seen during the 2013 Telangana movement when political parties 

shifted loyalties for personal gains. 
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Conclusion 

The multi-party system in India provides a robust framework for democracy, ensuring diverse 

representation and regional autonomy. However, it also presents challenges such as 

instability and corruption. Despite these challenges, the system continues to thrive due to the 

country's democratic values and the ability of political parties to adapt to changing 

circumstances. 
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Explain the differences between totalitarian and military dictatorship. 

            औ                                                              

Totalitarian Dictatorship and Military Dictatorship are both forms of authoritarian rule, 

but they differ significantly in their structure, approach, and control over society. 
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1. Nature of Power 

 Totalitarian Dictatorship: In a totalitarian regime, the leader or the ruling party 

seeks to control not just the government but also all aspects of public and private life, 

including the economy, education, culture, and even personal beliefs. The leader often 

uses propaganda, surveillance, and repression to maintain complete control. 
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 Military Dictatorship: In a military dictatorship, power is primarily in the hands of 

the military, often after a coup or a period of military rule. The leader is typically a 

high-ranking military officer or a group of officers, and their main goal is to maintain 

control over the state and secure the military's interests, rather than regulating all 

aspects of society. 
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2. Control Over Society 

 Totalitarian Dictatorship: The control in a totalitarian system is total, encompassing 

every aspect of the individual's life. There is pervasive censorship of media, 

restriction on freedoms of speech and assembly, and a focus on uniformity of thought. 

The state aims to create a society where every person adheres to the ruling ideology. 
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 Military Dictatorship: Military dictatorships tend to focus more on political and 

military control rather than cultural or ideological control. While civil liberties may be 

restricted and dissent suppressed, there is usually less emphasis on controlling the 

daily lives of individuals compared to a totalitarian state. 
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3. Ideology and Propaganda 

 Totalitarian Dictatorship: A totalitarian regime typically has a well-defined 

ideology that the leader or ruling party imposes on the entire society. This ideology is 

often spread through state-controlled media, education, and propaganda. The leader is 

seen as the ultimate authority, and there is usually a cult of personality surrounding 

them. 
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 Military Dictatorship: Military dictatorships are usually less focused on ideological 

control and more concerned with maintaining order, national security, and the power 

of the military. While propaganda may still be used, it tends to revolve around 

national unity, strength, and the legitimacy of military rule, rather than promoting a 

specific ideology. 

              :     क                             क           क           

   औ     क           ए     ,              औ       क         क              

      क      क         क       क     ,                   एक  ,     औ      

     क        क     -             ,    क  क                   क             क    ए  

4. Method of Governance 

 Totalitarian Dictatorship: The leader in a totalitarian regime governs with absolute 

power, often backed by a single-party system or a personalist dictatorship. The 

government employs extensive surveillance, secret police, and political repression to 

eliminate opposition and control the masses. 
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 Military Dictatorship: In a military dictatorship, the military plays a central role in 

governance, and the rule is often enforced by military force rather than propaganda or 

ideology. Military dictatorships may have a more pragmatic approach, focusing on 

maintaining stability and order, and may not necessarily impose a single ideology on 

the population. 
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5. Examples 

 Totalitarian Dictatorship: North Korea is a prime example of a totalitarian 

dictatorship, where the ruling Kim family controls every aspect of the state and 

society, including the media, economy, and personal freedoms. 
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 Military Dictatorship: Myanmar has experienced military dictatorship several times 

in its history, with the military taking control after coups. The military junta controls 

the country, but it is primarily concerned with maintaining military power rather than 

enforcing a specific ideology. 
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Conclusion 

In summary, while both totalitarian dictatorships and military dictatorships are forms of 

authoritarian rule, the key difference lies in the scope of control and the role of the military. 

Totalitarian regimes aim to control all aspects of society through a single ideology, whereas 

military dictatorships focus primarily on maintaining political and military control, often 

without enforcing an overarching ideology. 
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Write short notes on the following.  

Feminism                              

Globalisation                      /           

Communitarianism             

Feminism 



 

 

Feminism is a movement that advocates for equal rights and opportunities for women. It 

challenges the societal norms that perpetuate gender discrimination, fighting for equality in 

areas such as education, healthcare, politics, and the workplace. The movement has evolved 

over time, and today, it addresses issues like reproductive rights, sexual harassment, and 

gender-based violence. 
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Feminism also highlights the intersectionality of gender with other social factors like race, 

class, and sexuality. The movement recognizes that the experiences of women are diverse and 

shaped by various identities and circumstances. Feminists work to ensure that all women, 

regardless of their background, have the ability to live with dignity and equality. 
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Globalisation 

Globalisation refers to the increasing interconnectedness of the world, driven by advances in 

trade, communication, and technology. It has led to the expansion of international markets, 

allowing businesses to reach customers worldwide. Globalisation has facilitated cultural 

exchange, enabling ideas, languages, and technologies to spread across borders. 
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However, while globalisation has brought economic growth and access to global markets, it 

has also raised concerns about inequality and cultural homogenisation. The gap between rich 

and poor nations has widened, and many fear that local cultures may be overshadowed by 

dominant global cultures. Environmental concerns, such as resource exploitation and climate 

change, have also become more prominent. 
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Communitarianism 



 

 

Communitarianism is a social and political philosophy that focuses on the importance of 

community and social bonds over individualism. It argues that individuals are not isolated 

beings, but are shaped by their relationships with others. Therefore, the well-being of the 

community should be prioritized alongside individual rights. 
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Communitarians emphasize the need for shared moral values, civic responsibility, and social 

solidarity. They believe that social cohesion is vital for a functioning society, and individuals 

should contribute to the collective good. While individual rights are important, 

communitarianism stresses that they should not undermine the social responsibilities that 

come with being part of a community. 
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