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What are the main functions of political parties?  

                                           

1. Representation of the People 
Political parties represent the interests, needs, and desires of different sections of 

society. They act as a bridge between the government and the public. 

                  

         दल                               औ                         

             औ                                    

2. Forming Governments 
Political parties contest elections and, if they gain a majority, form the government. 

They create policies and make decisions for the welfare of the country. 

          ठ  
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3. Policy Formulation 
Political parties formulate policies and programs based on the needs of the people. 

These policies guide the government in making decisions. 

            

         दल                          प          औ                        

                          ल           द     द            

4. Political Education 
Political parties educate the public about their rights, the political system, and 

important national issues, thereby increasing political awareness. 
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5. Accountability 
Political parties keep the government accountable for its actions. They ensure that the 

government works according to the promises made during the election campaign. 
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6. Mobilizing Support 
Political parties mobilize public opinion, garner support for their ideas, and organize 

voters during elections to ensure victory. 
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These functions are essential for a healthy democracy as they help in shaping public policies 

and holding the government accountable to the people. 
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Discuss the differences between the parliamentary and the presidential forms of government.  

       औ                                                        . 

1. Head of Government 
o In a parliamentary system, the Prime Minister is the head of government, 

and the President (or monarch, in some countries) is the ceremonial head of 

state. The Prime Minister is chosen from the majority party or coalition in the 

legislature. 

o In a presidential system, the President is both the head of state and head of 

government. The President is directly elected by the people, and holds 

substantial executive powers. 
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2. Relationship Between Executive and Legislature 



 

 

o In a parliamentary system, there is a close relationship between the executive 

(Prime Minister and Cabinet) and the legislature (Parliament). The executive 

is responsible to the legislature, and can be removed through a vote of no 

confidence. 

o In a presidential system, the executive (President) is separate from the 

legislature. The President cannot be easily removed by the legislature, except 

through impeachment. 

           औ                        
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3. Formation of Government 
o In a parliamentary system, the government is formed by the party or 

coalition that holds the majority of seats in the legislature. The Prime Minister 

is the leader of this majority. 

o In a presidential system, the President is directly elected by the people, and 

the executive branch is independent of the legislature. 

          ठ  
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4. Dissolution of Government 
o In a parliamentary system, the government can be dissolved by the Prime 

Minister, and new elections may be called. The government can also be 

dissolved through a no-confidence vote. 

o In a presidential system, the government cannot be dissolved by the 

President. The term of office for the President and legislature is fixed, and 

they serve for a predetermined period. 
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5. Decision-Making Process 



 

 

o In a parliamentary system, decision-making is faster because the executive 

and legislature work closely together. The government can make and 

implement policies more efficiently. 

o In a presidential system, decision-making can be slower due to the separation 

of powers. The executive and legislature may be from different political 

parties, leading to potential conflicts. 
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6. Stability of the Government 
o A parliamentary system can be less stable, as the government can be easily 

removed through a vote of no confidence. Coalitions can break down, leading 

to frequent changes in government. 

o A presidential system tends to be more stable because the President serves a 

fixed term and cannot be easily removed. 
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Analyse the advantages and disadvantages of the presidential system.  

                     औ                       

 

Advantages of the Presidential System (                    ): 

1. Stability of Government (              ): 
o In a presidential system, the president is elected for a fixed term (usually 4-6 

years). This ensures stability as the government cannot be easily dissolved or 

changed, unlike a parliamentary system where a no-confidence motion can 

destabilize the government. 
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2. Separation of Powers (                ): 



 

 

o The presidential system ensures a clear separation of powers between the 

executive (President), the legislature (Congress), and the judiciary (Courts). 

This separation prevents the concentration of power in a single branch and 

helps in maintaining a system of checks and balances. 
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3. Clear Leadership (        ): 

o The president serves as both the head of state and head of government, 

providing clear and decisive leadership. There is no ambiguity about the 

leadership, and the president is directly accountable to the people. 
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4. Direct Election (         ): 

o The president is elected directly by the people, which gives the president a 

strong democratic mandate. This form of election reflects the will of the 

people and strengthens the legitimacy of the president. 
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5. Independence of Executive (                    ): 
o The president does not need the support of the legislature to stay in power, 

unlike the prime minister in a parliamentary system who depends on the 

majority support in the legislature. This can lead to more consistent policies 

and decision-making. 
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Disadvantages of the Presidential System (                    ): 

1. Potential for Authoritarianism (                   ): 
o Since the president holds significant executive power, there is a risk of the 

president becoming authoritarian or abusing their power, especially if there are 

weak checks and balances. This centralization of power can undermine 

democratic values. 
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2. Conflict Between Executive and Legislature (           औ                  

     ): 
o In a presidential system, the executive (president) and the legislature 

(congress) are often from different political parties. This can lead to gridlock, 



 

 

where the president and legislature fail to work together on key issues, 

slowing down the legislative process. 
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3. Lack of Flexibility (              ): 
o Since the president is elected for a fixed term, it is difficult to remove an 

ineffective or unpopular president before their term ends. This lack of 

flexibility can lead to governance issues if the president is unable to perform 

effectively. 
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4. Risk of Political Polarization (                         ): 

o The direct election of the president can lead to political polarization, as the 

election is often a contest between two major political parties. This can deepen 

divisions within the country, especially if the president’s mandate is seen as 

contentious. 
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Examine the significance and relevance of the comparative study of politics. 

                               औ                            

The comparative study of politics involves the systematic comparison of political systems, 

institutions, processes, and behaviors across different countries or regions. It helps to 

understand the similarities and differences in political structures and practices, offering 

valuable insights into how different systems of governance function. 
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1. Understanding Different Political Systems (                           

     ) 

 Comparative politics allows for the examination of various political systems, such as 

democracies, authoritarian regimes, and hybrid systems. By comparing these systems, 

scholars and policymakers can identify patterns, advantages, and drawbacks in each 

system. 
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2. Learning from Other Countries (                 ) 

 The comparative study of politics helps nations learn from each other's successes and 

failures. For example, a country facing challenges in governance can examine how 

other countries have addressed similar issues like corruption, poverty, or political 

instability. 
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3. Identifying Global Political Trends (                              ) 

 A comparative approach helps in identifying global political trends, such as the rise of 

populism, the spread of democracy, or the shift towards authoritarianism. By 

comparing countries at different stages of development or different political regimes, 

scholars can predict potential future trends. 
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4. Informing Policy Decisions (                          ) 

 Policymakers can use insights from the comparative study of politics to design more 

effective policies. By understanding what has worked in other countries, they can 

apply similar strategies or avoid pitfalls that others have faced. 
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5. Improving Democracy (                 ) 

 By comparing democratic systems across countries, scholars can identify the strengths 

and weaknesses of different democratic models. This can provide insights into how to 

improve democratic institutions and practices in both established and emerging 

democracies. 
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