Mpse 004
Social and political thoughts

Important question and repeated topics
(Part-6)

—

Swami Vivekananda was a prominent Indian philosopher and
spiritual leader who had profound ideas on social change. His
thoughts on social reform were deeply influenced by Vedanta and his
vision of an ideal society.

Here are the salient features of Swami Vivekananda's theory of social
change:

Universal Brotherhood and Unity: Vivekananda emphasized the
oneness of all humanity. He 'believed that true social change can only
occur when people recognize the inherent divinity in each other,
fostering a sense of universal brotherhood.
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Empowerment through Education: Vivekananda saw education as
the primary means of empowerment and social upliftment. He
advocated for an education system that inculcates character, moral
values, and practical skills, making individuals self-reliant and
responsible citizens.
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Role of Women: Vivekananda was a strong advocate for women's
rights and education. He believed that the upliftment of women was
crucial for the overall progress of society. He urged for equal
opportunities and respect for women, recognizing their vital role in
social change.
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Service to Humanity: Vivekananda promoted the idea of "Seva"
(selfless service) as a means of social change. He encouraged people
to serve the poor and the marginalized, viewing service to humanity
as service to God.
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Combating Social Evils: He was a vocal critic of social evils like caste
discrimination, untouchability, and religious intolerance.
Vivekananda called for the eradication of these evils to create a more
just and equitable society.
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Jyotiba Phule, also known as Jyotirao Phule, was a prominent social
reformer and revolutionary in 19th century India. He played a crucial
role in challenging the oppressive social structures and advocating
for the rights of marginalized communities.

Here are some key contributions of Jyotiba Phule as a social
revolutionary:

Education for All: Phule emphasized the importance of education for
the upliftment of the oppressed classes, particularly women and
Dalits. He and his wife Savitribai Phule opened the first school for
girls in Pune in 1848, defying societal norms and paving the way for
women's education.
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Fight Against Caste Discrimination: Phule was a vocal critic of the
caste system and its inherent.inequalities. He condemned the
Brahminical dominance and worked towards the annihilation of
caste-based discrimination, advocating for a society based on
equality and justice.
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Women’s Rights and Empowerment: Phule was a pioneer in
advocating for women's rights. He campaigned against practices such
as child marriage, sati, and widowhood. He also supported widow
remarriage and encouraged women to pursue education and
independence.
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Establishment of Satyashodhak Samaj: In 1873, Phule founded the
Satyashodhak Samaj (Society of Truth Seekers) to promote social
equality and fight against the social evils perpetuated by the caste
system and religious orthodoxy. The organization worked towards
educating and empowering the lower castes.
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Critique of Brahmanism and Religious Orthodoxy: Phule challenged
the authority and practices of the Brahmin class, exposing the
exploitation and superstitions perpetuated by them. He wrote
extensively on the need to reject blind faith and promote rational
thinking.
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Literary Contributions: Phule wrote several books and pamphlets
highlighting social issues and advocating for reform. His notable
works include "Gulamgiri" (Slavery), which critiques the caste system
and "Shetkaryacha Asud" (Cultivator's Whipcord), addressing the
plight of farmers.
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Jyotiba Phule's contributions as a social revolutionary were
instrumental in challenging and changing the oppressive social
structures of his time. His legacy continues to inspire movements for
social justice and equality in contemporary India
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Sir Syed Ahmed Khan was a key figure in the educational and social
reform of the Indian Muslim community in the 19th century. His
contributions were pivotalin modernizing education for Muslims and
promoting progressive thinking. Here are some of his major
contributions:

Founding of the Muhammadan Anglo-Oriental College: In 1875, Sir
Syed Ahmed Khan established the Muhammadan Anglo-Oriental
College in Aligarh, which later became Aligarh Muslim University
(AMU) in 1920. This institution was modeled on British educational
systems and aimed to impart modern education to Muslims.
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Promotion of Western Education: Sir Syed was a strong advocate for
Western education, believing it was essential for the advancement



and empowerment of Muslims in India. He encouraged the learning
of English, science, and modern subjects alongside traditional Islamic
studies.
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Scientific Society of Aligarh: In 1864, Sir Syed founded the Scientific
Society of Aligarh to translate Western works on science and
literature into Urdu. This initiative aimed to make modern
knowledge accessible to the Muslim community and promote
scientific thinking.
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Aligarh Movement: Sir Syed's broader educational and social reform
initiative, known as the Aligarh Movement, sought to modernize the
Muslim community by promoting education, social reforms, and
political awareness. The movement aimed to reconcile Islamic values
with Western modernity.
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Publication of "The Aligarh Institute Gazette": Sir Syed launched "The
Aligarh Institute Gazette" in 1866, a journal that disseminated
information on contemporary issues, education, and social reforms.
It aimed to enlighten the Muslim community about modern
developments and encourage progressive thinking.



"ICNTG SRECE oI T UHIH: IR IS 1866 H "3(CINTG
e o X fha, o SHeTele e, Riam ofR ariie

GURT TR STHBHRI TR BT 4T | SHD] 39 RAT YT Bl
wWﬁw%aﬁﬁwmm BT 3R TR 9 Bl
TSl T T

Advocacy for Muslim Rights: Sir Syed worked tirelessly to improve
the socio-political conditions of Muslims in India. He advocated for
their rights and encouraged them to engage in politics and
government jobs, promoting a sense of self-reliance and
empowerment.
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Sir Syed Ahmed Khan's contributions to modern education for
Muslims were instrumental in bridging the gap between traditional
Islamic education and modern Western education, fostering a
progressive and enlightened Muslim community in India



