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Describe the changing pattern of state politics since the 1970's.  

1970                                                        

Changing Pattern of State Politics Since the 1970s 

Since the 1970s, state politics in India has undergone significant transformations, shaped by 

various political, social, and economic factors. The dynamics of power, party politics, 

regional movements, and the evolving relationship between the central and state governments 

have influenced the political landscape at the state level. Here is an analysis of the changing 

pattern of state politics since the 1970s: 

1970                                                : 

1970    दश                                                     ,                  , 

        औ                                श         श    ,             ,       

  द    औ     -                    द                                        

                     1970      द                 द                             : 

1. Rise of Regional Parties (1970s–1980s) 

One of the most significant changes in state politics after the 1970s was the rise of regional 

political parties. These parties emerged in response to the increasing demand for regional 

autonomy, economic benefits, and the protection of local identity. For instance, the Dravida 

Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK) in Tamil Nadu, the Telugu Desam Party (TDP) in Andhra 

Pradesh, and the Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD) in Punjab rose to prominence during this 

period. These parties successfully mobilized regional sentiments and emerged as key players 

in state politics, often challenging national parties like the Congress. 

                  उ   (1970–1980): 1970    दश       द                               

            उद                              ,           औ                        

             उ      उ      उद           ,                              (DMK),     

 द श           द         (TDP), औ            श            द  (SAD) इ               



 

 

     इ                                                      औ                     

                उ    ,                                           द   

2. Decline of Congress Dominance (1970s–1990s) 

In the 1970s and 1980s, the Congress party, which had traditionally dominated Indian politics 

at both the state and national levels, started losing its influence in several states. The party 

faced internal divisions, growing regional movements, and the rise of new political forces. 

The Emergency (1975–1977), imposed by then Prime Minister Indira Gandhi, led to a decline 

in Congress’s popularity, and the subsequent 1977 elections saw a shift in political power, 

with opposition parties gaining ground in many states. 

                      (1970–1990): 1970 औ  1980    दश                ,             

                            औ         द                    ,                  

    श                                 ,              द      औ                     

   उ                                   इ  द                              (1975–1977) 

                                   , औ  1977      द                                          

                            

3. Rise of Coalition Politics (1980s–1990s) 

In the late 1980s and 1990s, coalition politics emerged as a dominant feature of Indian state 

politics. At the state level, this meant that no single party could consistently maintain a 

majority, leading to the formation of coalitions between regional and national parties. The 

Congress, despite its declining power, continued to form governments in several states with 

the support of smaller parties. In some states, alliances between regional parties such as the 

DMK and the AIADMK in Tamil Nadu, or the TDP and Congress in Andhra Pradesh, 

became common. 

                  उ   (1980–1990): 1980 औ  1990    दश           ,        

                                                         इ                   

                                        ,                       औ                  

                             ,              श             द         ,                    

     द                                             ,                  DMK औ  AIADMK, 

        द श    TDP औ                                       

4. Emergence of New Political Forces (1990s–2000s) 

The 1990s and 2000s saw the emergence of new political forces in various states, particularly 

in regions where traditional party structures were weakening. Parties like the Bharatiya Janata 

Party (BJP) gained traction in several states due to its ideological appeal, particularly after the 

Mandal and Mandir movements in the early 1990s. The BJP gradually expanded its base in 

states like Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, and Gujarat. Similarly, in West 

Bengal, the Left Front led by the Communist Party of India (Marxist) became a dominant 

political force. 



 

 

 ई                    उ   (1990–2000): 1990 औ  2000    दश                       

                   उ      ,   श         उ                                             

                             (BJP)                                                      

          ,       1990    दश     श             औ     द    द           द           

उ    द श,     द श,        औ                                          इ      , 

             ,                    (      द )                                       

                       उ     श          

5. Regional Autonomy and Identity Politics (1990s–2000s) 

The 1990s and 2000s also saw the increasing rise of identity politics and demands for 

regional autonomy. Political movements based on caste, ethnicity, and language played a 

crucial role in shaping state politics. In states like Bihar and Uttar Pradesh, caste-based 

parties like the Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD) and the Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP) gained 

prominence. In Tamil Nadu, the demand for the protection of Tamil identity became a central 

issue, with parties like the AIADMK and DMK playing key roles in state governance. 

             औ                (1990–2000): 1990 औ  2000    दश           

        औ                            उ            ,         औ              

           द                             द                                   औ  उ   

 द श              ,                                       द  (RJD) औ                 

(BSP)                         ,                                              ,       

AIADMK औ  DMK                   श                                  

6. Increased Central-State Tensions (2000s–Present) 

In recent decades, there has been an increasing tension between the central government and 

state governments, particularly with regard to issues like economic policies, governance, and 

federalism. States like West Bengal, Kerala, and Tamil Nadu have had strained relationships 

with the central government over issues related to language, economic development, and 

political control. The demand for greater federal autonomy and decentralization of power has 

become a significant political issue. 

   -                 (2000–      ):        दश      ,           औ                 

                    द          ,   श                      , श    औ       द            

              ,      औ                                                   ,       

      औ                                                                  औ  श   

                                                    

 

Discuss the political importance of multiparty system in India. 

                                                 

India has a multiparty system where many political parties participate in elections. This 

system is important because it helps in representing different groups and interests in the 



 

 

country. It ensures that no single party or individual has too much power, and it helps in 

maintaining democracy. 

          द         ,                                                            

इ                         द श                 औ                                

                                        द             , औ                    

         दद          

1. Representation of Different Groups (                        ) 

India is a country with many languages, religions, and cultures. The multiparty system allows 

different groups, whether regional, cultural, or religious, to have their own political voice. For 

example, regional parties like the Shiv Sena in Maharashtra or the Trinamool Congress in 

West Bengal represent the interests of specific regions. 

            द श                  ,    , औ                  द                       

                                द      ,              ,         ,                     

उद           ,  श       (       ) औ                (          )            द     श        

                              

2. Encourages Different Ideas (                       ) 

In a multiparty system, different political parties can present their ideas. This allows people to 

choose from a variety of opinions on important issues like education, economy, and health. 

When there are more ideas to consider, it helps in making better decisions for the country. 

  द         ,                                                     इ             

 श  ,         औ                                                                     

                             ,       द श                             दद          

3. Stronger Democracy (            ) 

The multiparty system is very important for keeping democracy strong. It allows different 

people and groups to be involved in the political process. No one party can dominate the 

entire system, so there is more fairness and participation in the decision-making process. 

  द                                                                       औ  

                            श                  द                                      

            ,                               औ      द             

4. Coalition Governments (             ) 

Because no single party often wins a clear majority in India, coalition governments are 

formed. This means that several parties work together to run the government. While forming 

a coalition can be difficult, it ensures that different groups are included in the government. 



 

 

                                                   ,                        इ    

                                                                         ,          

                                       श          

5. Importance of Regional Politics (                    ) 

In India, regional parties play an important role. These parties focus on the specific needs of 

their states or regions. They ensure that local issues, such as education, water supply, or 

employment, are taken care of. Regional parties are important for the overall balance in the 

national government. 

       ,                                                                               श   

                                                             ,       श  ,          ,    

      ,                                                                                 

6. Accountability (        ) 

In a multiparty system, parties compete with each other to win elections. This competition 

makes them more accountable to the people. They need to present their plans clearly and 

prove that they can deliver on their promises. This helps in making the government more 

responsible. 

  द         ,                               -द                                    उ   

                     द             उ                                           औ  

                                   द                       इ                      द   

          दद           

What are electoral reforms? What initiative has been taken to reform the electoral system and 

processes?  

                   ?              औ                                   ई     

Electoral Reforms (            ) 

Electoral reforms refer to changes or improvements made in the electoral system, processes, 

and laws to ensure fair, free, and transparent elections. These reforms aim to enhance the 

integrity of the election process, promote equal representation, and reduce corruption or 

malpractice. The goal is to make the elections more democratic, accountable, and inclusive. 

             उ                                                     ,         औ             

                           ,      औ     दश          इ             उ                

                  ,                        द   , औ                              

         इ                  औ                ,     द   औ       श            

1. Electronic Voting Machines (EVMs) (                      ) 



 

 

One major reform in India's electoral system is the introduction of Electronic Voting 

Machines (EVMs). These machines have replaced paper ballots, making the voting process 

faster and more accurate. EVMs help reduce the chances of manipulation, fraud, and errors 

that may occur in manual counting. This has made elections more reliable and transparent. 

                                      इ                 श     (EVMs)              इ  

 श                           द   द     ,         द             औ                  

    EVMs                                 ,         औ                                

    इ                       औ     दश            

2. Voter ID and Registration Reforms (                औ          

     ) 

To ensure that only eligible citizens vote, India has introduced reforms in voter registration. 

The Election Commission of India has made it mandatory for citizens to have a Voter ID 

card, which helps identify eligible voters. The process of voter registration has also been 

simplified to ensure that everyone, especially the youth and first-time voters, can easily 

register to vote. 

                                               द      ,           द               

                                                      द                             

 द     ,          द                        दद            द                        

                        श                औ             द                          

                 दद          

3. Campaign Finance Reforms (                      ) 

Another important reform is in the area of election funding. There have been efforts to 

increase transparency in political party funding, reducing the influence of black money and 

illegal donations. The introduction of a cap on campaign spending by candidates and political 

parties aims to make elections more equitable and to reduce the influence of money in the 

electoral process. 

                                                            द                       

   द श                               ,              औ       द                      

     उ  द      औ           द                                                           

                औ                                           उ                    

4. Electoral Roll Reforms (                ) 

The process of updating the electoral rolls has been streamlined to make sure they are 

accurate and up-to-date. Regular revision of the voter list ensures that new voters are added 

and deceased voters are removed. This helps in maintaining the accuracy of the voter list and 

ensuring that only eligible people can vote. 



 

 

  द                                  इ                                    औ  

   -                       द                     श                             

        द              औ         द                    इ      द                   

            औ                                               द           

5. Simultaneous Elections (              ) 

The idea of conducting simultaneous elections for the Lok Sabha and state assemblies has 

been discussed as a reform measure. This would save time and resources, reduce the election 

cycle, and avoid the political instability caused by frequent elections. However, this idea is 

still under discussion and has not yet been fully implemented. 

       औ                                                                     

उ                             इ        औ                      ,                      

        , औ     -                                                                   

              ,                            औ  इ                                      

6. Electoral Law Reforms (                 ) 

India has made efforts to reform the laws surrounding elections to make them more fair and 

transparent. For example, laws have been introduced to regulate hate speeches during 

elections and ensure that political parties do not make false promises. Also, changes have 

been made to ensure that voting is free from coercion or influence by outside forces. 

                                                                          उ             

औ     दश                उद           ,            द                                

                                     औ                                     द         द  

       इ         ,                         द                   द         द       

                 

7. Role of Election Commission (                    ) 

The Election Commission of India plays a significant role in overseeing and implementing 

reforms. It is responsible for ensuring free and fair elections, conducting voter education 

programs, and maintaining electoral integrity. The Election Commission has also worked to 

improve the transparency of elections by adopting technologies like Voter Verifiable Paper 

Audit Trails (VVPATs). 

                                        औ  उ                                        

                   औ                         ,   द     श                          , 

औ                                     द                     Voter Verifiable Paper 

Audit Trails (VVPATs)                                      द श                    

These reforms aim to ensure a fairer, more transparent, and more inclusive election process in 

India. They help in reducing corruption, increasing voter participation, and maintaining trust 

in the electoral system. 



 

 

                                         ,    दश  औ       श           उ           

                           ,   द        द         , औ                                  

    दद          

 

 

 SHORT NOTE : 

Development as Freedom (                     ) 

"Development as Freedom" is a concept introduced by the renowned economist Amartya 

Sen. It suggests that true development is not just about economic growth or the increase in 

wealth, but about expanding the freedoms and opportunities available to individuals. 

According to Sen, development should focus on enhancing the capabilities of people, 

enabling them to lead lives they value, and allowing them to make choices that improve their 

well-being. 

"                     "                            श                           

इ                                                                               ,     

             उ             औ                                                   , 

                                                         ,               इ         

       औ                                                         

Sen's idea of development includes access to education, healthcare, political freedoms, social 

security, and a life free from poverty and injustice. For him, freedom is both the means and 

the end of development. The more freedoms people have, the better their development 

outcomes will be. True development happens when people are empowered and can make 

choices that positively affect their lives. 

                       श  ,     द     ,                  ,              , औ  

                                   श              उ       ,                      

औ  उ    द                                              , उ          उ          

                                              श          औ                  

                                                           

 


