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Cooperative Movements in India

Cooperative movements in India have played a significant
role in the socio-economic development of the country.
These movements aim to empower people through collective
efforts and democratic management. Below are some key
aspects and examples of cooperative movements in India:

Early Beginnings

The cooperative movement in India began in the early 20th
century, primarily to address issues of agricultural credit and
rural development. The first cooperative societies were
established under the Cooperative Credit Societies Act of
1904.
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Agricultural Cooperatives

Agricultural cooperatives have been crucial in improving the
livelihoods of farmers. They provide services such as credit,
supply of agricultural inputs, marketing of produce, and
dissemination of new farming techniques. The Green
Revolution in India saw a significant boost from these
cooperatives.
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Dairy Cooperatives

The dairy cooperative movement, led by the National Dairy
Development Board (NDDB), has transformed the dairy
industry in India. The most notable example is Amul, which
has become a model for cooperative success worldwide.
Dairy cooperatives have helped millions of farmers increase
their incomes through efficient milk production and
marketing.
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Credit Cooperatives

Credit cooperatives provide financial services to their
members, particularly in rural areas. These cooperatives
include primary agricultural credit societies (PACS), which
offer short-term and medium-term loans to farmers, helping
them meet their financial needs and reduce dependence on
moneylenders.
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Housing Cooperatives

Housing cooperatives provide affordable housing solutions to
their members. These cooperatives purchase land, develop
housing projects, and allocate houses to members. They have
been instrumental in providing housing for low and middle-
income groups in urban areas.
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Worker Cooperatives

Worker cooperatives are enterprises owned and managed by
their workers. These cooperatives aim to provide fair wages,



good working conditions, and democratic management.
Examples include the Indian Coffee House chain, which is
managed by its employees.
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Women'’s Cooperatives

Women’s cooperatives focus on empowering women by
providing them with opportunities for income generation,
skill development, and collective bargaining. These
cooperatives often involve activities such ‘as handicrafts,
dairy farming, and microfinance. Organizations like SEWA
(Self-Employed"Women’s Association) play a significant role
in promoting women’s cooperatives.
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Fisheries Cooperatives

Fisheries cooperatives aim to improve the socio-economic
conditions of fishermen by providing them with necessary
inputs, credit, and marketing facilities. These cooperatives



help in the sustainable development of the fishing industry
and protect the interests of small-scale fishermen.
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Factors Contributing to the Breakdown of the Congress
System

The breakdown of the Congress system in India, which
dominated Indian politics from independence in 1947 until
the late 1960s, was influenced by several factors. Here are
the key reasons that contributed to this decline:

Internal Factors

Leadership Crisis

The death of key leaders like Jawaharlal Nehru in 1964 and
Lal Bahadur Shastri in 1966 created a leadership vacuum
within the Congress party. Indira Gandhi's rise to power led
to internal conflicts and factionalism within the party.
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Factionalism

The Congress party experienced severe factionalism, with
various groups vying for power and influence. This internal
strife weakened the party's cohesion and effectiveness.

Teamoll: B UTe] &l THR Teamll BT JHA1 S Ue],
forere faf¥re g o 3R UHTa o fore dad av X8 31 39
%Wﬁqﬁﬁw 3R gUTaRN A & FHAR
R fean|

External Factors

Emergence of Regional Parties

The rise of regional parties in states like Tamil Nadu, West
Bengal, and Punjab challenged the Congress party's
dominance. These parties addressed local issues more
effectively and attracted significant support.
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Economic Challenges

Economic difficulties, including inflation, unemployment, and
food shortages, led to widespread dissatisfaction among the
populace. The Congress party's inability to address these
issues effectively eroded its support base.
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Social Movements

Social movements, such as the Dalit movement led by B.R.
Ambedkar and the rising demand for social justice,
highlighted the inadequacies of the Congress party in
addressing the needs of marginalized communities.
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Political and Electoral Factors

1967 General Elections

The 1967 general elections marked a significant shift in
Indian politics. For the first time, the Congress party lost
power in several states and faced a substantial reduction in
its parliamentary majority.
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Alliance Politics

The formation of non-Congress coalitions, such as the
Samyukta Vidhayak Dal (SVD) in various states, showcased
the viability of opposition alliances in challenging Congress
rule.
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Indira Gandhi's Policies

Indira Gandhi's authoritarian measures, such as the
imposition of the Emergency in 1975, alienated many
supporters.and-intensified opposition. Her centralizing
tendencies and attempts to curb democratic freedoms led to
widespread unrest.
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Conclusion

The breakdown of the Congress system was a complex
process influenced by a combination of internal weaknesses,
external challenges, socio-economic changes, and political
developments. The decline paved the way for a more
competitive and pluralistic political landscape in India.
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