MPSE-008 (PART-4)
STATE POLITICS IN INDIA
IMPORTANT QUESTIONS
ANSWERS IN BOTH HINDI AND ENGLISH

TOPIC1
REGIONAL DISPARITIES IN HUMAN DEVELOPMENT IN INDIA.
Economic Disparities

India exhibits significant economic disparities across different
regions. States like Maharashtra, Gujarat, and Tamil Nadu have
relatively high per capita income and industrial development,
whereas states like Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, and Odisha lag behind
economically. This disparity affects overall human development,
including education, healthcare, and living standards.
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Educational Disparities

There are stark differences in educational attainment across states.
Southern states like Kerala and Tamil Nadu have high literacy rates
and better educational infrastructure, while northern and eastern



states such as Bihar and Jharkhand face challenges like high dropout
rates, inadequate school facilities, and teacher shortages.
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Health Disparities

Healthcare facilities and health indicators vary widely across India.
Kerala and Tamil Nadu have better healthcare infrastructure, higher
life expectancy, and lower infant mortality rates. In contrast, states
like Uttar Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh struggle with poor
healthcare services, high maternal and infant mortality rates, and
malnutrition.

YR & WY Ja13f 3R IRy hdd| H sUd 3R g | Hd
3R dfHeTg W S8dv 3ared dT g, 3o Siia- T 3R &H
R IR 81 3D [AURId, 3TR TG 3R A& UG oIy I
TR AT HaTefl, F= HIq 3R Y] Jog v 3R HUror ot
JHEe Y SR g |

Infrastructure Disparities

Infrastructure development, including roads, electricity, and
sanitation, is uneven across the country. Urbanized and industrial
states have better infrastructure, contributing to higher human
development indices. Rural and less developed states often lack
basic infrastructure, impeding their human development progress.
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Government Policies and Interventions

Government policies and interventions play a crucial role in
addressing regional disparities. Programs like the Backward Regions
Grant Fund (BRGF), National Rural Health Mission (NRHM), and Sarva
Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA) aim to improve infrastructure, healthcare, and
education in lagging regions. However, effective implementation and
monitoring remain challenges.
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TOPIC-2

DESCRIBE THE PATTERNS OF COMMUNAL POLITICS IN
CONTEMPORARY INDIA.

Rise of Identity Politics

In contemporary India, identity politics based on religion has become
more prominent. Political parties often appeal to religious identities
to garner support, leading to the consolidation of votes along



communal lines. This trend has intensified in recent years, with
parties using religious symbols, rhetoric, and leaders to mobilize
voters.
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Communal Polarization

Communal polarization refers to the division of society along
religious lines, often exacerbated by political narratives. Incidents of
communal violence, inflammatory speeches, and social media
campaigns contribute to deepening this divide, creating an
atmosphere of distrust and tension between different communities.
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Electoral Strategies

Political parties sometimes use communal issues as a part of their
electoral strategies. Campaigns may focus on religious sentiments,
historical grievances, and promises to protect or promote the
interests of specific religious groups. This can lead to the
marginalization of minority communities and reinforce existing
prejudices.
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Impact of Social Media

Social media platforms have become a significant tool in the
propagation of communal narratives. Misinformation, fake news,
and provocative content can spread rapidly, oftenleading to
communal tensions and conflicts. These platforms are used to
mobilize support, organize protests, and amplify communal issues.
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TOPIC-3
PATTERNS OF PROTEST MOVEMENTS IN INDIA
Historical*Context and Evolution

Protest movements in India have a rich history, dating back to the
colonial era. The freedom struggle against British rule, led by figures
like Mahatma Gandhi, featured large-scale nonviolent protests. Post-
independence, protest movements have evolved to address various
social, economic, and political issues.
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Farmers' Protests

Agrarian distress has led to several large-scale farmers' protests in
India. The recent protests against the farm laws in 2020-2021
highlighted issues related to minimum support prices, market
deregulation, and farmers' livelihoods. These movements often
involve mass mobilizations, sit-ins, and road blockades.
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Environmental Movements

Environmental concerns have sparked numerous protests across
India. Movements like the Chipko Movement in the 1970s and the
Narmada Bachao Andolan in the 1980s and 1990s focused on forest
conservation, displacement due to dam projects, and sustainable
development. These protests often involve grassroots activism and
legal battles.
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Social Justice Movements

Movements advocating for social justice, such as the Dalit
movement, have played a significant role in India. These movements
seek to address caste-based discrimination, untouchability, and
social inequalities. Protests typically include rallies, awareness
campaigns, and sometimes, confrontations with authorities.
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Student Movements

Student activism has been a vibrant part of India's protest landscape.
Issues'such as.education policies, campus governance, and national
politics have spurred student protests. Movements like the anti-
Mandal Commission protests in the 1990s and recent protests
against the Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA) have seen significant
student participation.
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Women's Movements

Women's rights movements have focused on issues such as gender
equality, sexual violence, and reproductive rights. Movements like
the anti-dowry protests, the Nirbhaya movement against sexual
violence, and campaigns for women's reservation in politics have
been pivotal in advancing women's rights in India.
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Digital and Social Media Influence

In recent years, digital.and social media have become powerful tools
for organizing and amplifying protest movements. Platforms like
Twitter, Facebook, and WhatsApp are used for mobilization,
spreading awareness, and coordinating activities. This has increased
the reach and impact of protests.
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