MPSE 008 (part-1)
STATE POLITICS IN INDIA
Important questions and repeated topics
For both Hindi and English medium students

Topic -1
Role of Governor in Union-State Relations

Acting as a Link between the State and Union Government

The Governor acts as a bridge between the central and state

governments, facilitating communication and ensuring that the

policies and directions from the Union government are.implemented

at the state level.
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Ensuring Constitutional Compliance

The Governor ensures that the state government operates within the
bounds of the Constitution. They. can recommend the President's
rule in case of a constitutional breakdown in the state.
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Appointment Powers

The Governor has the power to appoint the Chief Minister and other
ministers. They also appoint the Advocate General and the members
of the State Public Service Commission.
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Financial Responsibilities




The Governor plays a role in the state's financial administration by
ensuring that the annual budget is laid before the state legislature
and recommending financial bills.
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Legislative Functions

The Governor summons and prorogues the sessions of the state
legislature and can dissolve the legislative assembly. They also give
assent to bills passed by the state legislature.
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Emergency Powers

In times of emergency, the.Governor has the authority to make
decisions and take actions.necessary to handle the situation
effectively. They act on the instructions of the President of India.
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These roles ensure a balance between the autonomy of states and
the authority of the Union government, maintaining the federal
structure of the country.
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Topic 2
Write a note on linguistic conflict in Assam
Linguistic Conflict in Assam



Assam, a state in northeastern India, has a rich tapestry of ethnic and
linguistic diversity, leading to periodic linguistic conflicts. Here is an
overview of the main aspects of this conflict:

Historical Background

Assam has historically been a melting pot of various ethnic groups
and languages, including Assamese, Bengali, Bodo, and various tribal
languages. The arrival of Bengali-speaking migrants during colonial
times and later periods intensified the linguistic diversity.
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Assamese vs. Bengali Tensions

The major conflict often arises between Assamese speakers and
Bengali speakers, especially in Barak Valley, where Bengali speakers
form a significant portion of the population. The 1961 Language
Movement in Barak:Valley, where Bengali speakers demanded the
recognition of Bengali as an official language, is a notable example.
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Official Language Policy

The Assam Official Language Act, 1960, which recognized Assamese
as the official language of the state, sparked significant protests from
non-Assamese speaking communities, particularly Bengalis. This act
was seen as an attempt to marginalize other linguistic groups.
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Ethnic and Linguistic Assertion

Various ethnic groups in Assam, such as the Bodos, have demanded
autonomy and recognition of their languages. The Bodo language
movement, which resulted in the creation of the Bodoland Territorial
Region, is a significant aspect of the broader linguistic conflict.
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The linguistic conflict in Assam is a complex and ongoing issue,
reflecting the broader challenges of managing diversity in a multi-
ethnic and multilingual society.
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Topic -3
Constitutional Amendments Related to Union-State Relations

7th Amendment (1956)

The 7th Amendment reorganized states on a linguistic basis,
significantly altering the political and administrative landscape. This
led to a clearer demarcation of state boundaries and administrative
jurisdictions, affecting the balance of power between the Union and
the states.
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42nd Amendment (1976)

Known as the "mini-constitution,"” this amendment brought about
major changes, including the addition of the words "Socialist" and
"Secular" to the Preamble. It also transferred five subjects from the
State List to the Concurrent List, thereby increasing the legislative
powers of the Union government.
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44th Amendment (1978)

The 44th Amendment sought to restore the balance of power altered
by the 42nd Amendment. It removed the primacy given to the
Directive Principles of State Policy over Fundamental Rights and
ensured that certain aspects of state autonomy were reinstated.
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73rdand-74th Amendments (1992)

These amendments aimed at strengthening local governance by
establishing Panchayati Raj institutions and urban local bodies,
respectively. They decentralized power to local levels, thereby
impacting the Union-state dynamic by empowering local
governments.
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101st Amendment (2016)

The 101st Amendment introduced the Goods and Services Tax (GST),
creating a single national market. It significantly impacted fiscal
federalism by subsuming various state taxes into a unified tax
system, necessitating cooperation between the Union and states
through the GST Council.
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These amendments reflect the evolving nature of Union-=state
relations in India, highlighting the need for.a dynamic balance
between central authority and state autonomy.
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