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TOPIC-1

RELIGIOUS MOVEMENTS IN INDIA

Bhakti Movement

The Bhakti Movement emerged in medieval India,
emphasizing devotion toa personal god and rejecting caste
distinctions. It focused on loving devotion towards a personal
deity, be.it Vishnu, Shiva, or any other god.
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AT foam TaT1 8 Ueh AfddiTd aadl & Wi SHYu Yidd
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Sufi Movement

The Sufi Movement, parallel to the Bhakti Movement, was a
mystical Islamic movement emphasizing love and devotion to



God. Sufi saints, known as Sufis, promoted a message of
universal brotherhood and compassion.
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Arya Samaj

Arya Samaj, founded by Swami Dayananda Saraswati in 1875,
aimed at reforming Hindu society by emphasizing the
teachings of the Vedas. It opposed idol worship and
promoted values like education and gender equality.
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Brahmo.Samaj

Brahmo Samaj, established by Raja Ram Mohan Roy in 1828,
aimed to purify Hinduism and promote monotheism. It
worked against social evils like sati, child marriage, and caste
discrimination.
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Sikhism



Sikhism, founded by Guru Nanak in the 15th century,
emerged as a distinct religion promoting devotion to one
God and social equality. It rejects caste distinctions and
emphasizes community service.
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Theosophical Society

The Theosophical Society, established in India.by Annie
Besant and others in 1875, aimed to explore spiritual truths
and promote universal brotherhood. It influenced the Indian
freedom struggle and socialreforms.
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Ramakrishna Mission

Founded by Swami Vivekananda in 1897, the Ramakrishna
Mission aimed to promote the teachings of Sri Ramakrishna
and engage in social service. It focuses on spiritual
development and humanitarian work.
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TOPIC-2
WOMEN MOVEMENTS IN INDIA
Early Reform Movements

In the 19th century, social reformers like Raja Ram Mohan
Roy and Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar initiated movements
against practices such as sati and child marriage. They
advocated for women's education and widow remarriage.
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Women's Indian Association (WIA)

Founded in 1917 by Annie Besant, Margaret Cousins, and
others, the WIA aimed to promote women's rights and
education. It played a significant role in advocating for
women's suffragein India.
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All India Women's Conference (AIWC)




Established in 1927, AIWC focused on social and educational
reform. It worked towards women's empowerment through
education, healthcare, and legal rights.
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Chipko Movement

In the 1970s, the Chipko Movement saw rural women in
Uttarakhand hugging trees to prevent their cutting. This
environmental movement highlighted the role of women in
protecting natural resources.
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Self-Employed Women's Association (SEWA)

Foundedin 1972 by Ela Bhatt, SEWA aimed at empowering
women in the informal sector. It provides them with
resources, training, and support to enhance their livelihoods.
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Anti-Dowry Movement

In the 1980s, women's organizations campaigned against
dowry-related violence and deaths. This movement led to



stricter laws and increased awareness about the dowry
system's evils.
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Narmada Bachao Andolan

Led by Medha Patkar in the 1980s and 1990s, this movement
protested against the displacement.of communities due to
dam construction on the Narmada River. It emphasized the
impact on women and children.
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#MeToo Movement

In recent years, the #MeToo movement gained momentum
in India, with women coming forward to share their
experiences of sexual harassment and assault. This
movement has increased awareness and called for
accountability.
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Women's Reservation Bill

The Women's Reservation Bill, seeking to reserve 33% of
seats in the Lok Sabha and state legislative assemblies for
women, has been a significant focus of women's movements.
It aims to enhance women's political representation.
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