
 

 

MPSE 007  (PART-7) 

SOCIAL MOVEMENTS AND POLITICS IN INDIA 

                       औ          

Important Questions with Answers 

                    

For both Hindi & English medium students 

 

Topic -1  

Examine the link between social movements 

and democracy in India. 

Introduction 

Democracy and social movements are inherently linked through their 

mutual focus on participation, representation, and change. Social 

movements often arise in democratic settings where citizens have the 

freedom to express dissent and demand reforms. Conversely, social 

movements can also be pivotal in establishing and strengthening 

democratic institutions. 
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Expression of Popular Will 

In a democracy, social movements serve as a vehicle for expressing 

the collective will and demands of the people. These movements give 

voice to marginalized groups and bring attention to issues that may 

not be adequately addressed by formal political institutions. 
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Mobilization and Participation 

Social movements encourage active participation and mobilization of 

citizens, which are core principles of democracy. They enable 

individuals to come together, organize, and collectively push for 

social, economic, and political changes. 

      औ           

                   र                  र  और          

         र     ,                                                

    ,             और                      ,       और 

र          र                                        

Accountability and Transparency 

Social movements play a critical role in holding governments and 

institutions accountable. By demanding transparency and 

accountability, they ensure that democratic processes are upheld and 

that leaders remain answerable to the public. 
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Topic -2  

How are democracy and social movements linked. 

Introduction 

Democracy and social movements are inherently linked through their 

mutual focus on participation, representation, and change. Social 

movements often arise in democratic settings where citizens have the 

freedom to express dissent and demand reforms. Conversely, social 

movements can also be pivotal in establishing and strengthening 

democratic institutions. 

       औ                            

       और                      र ,          और   र      र 

       र  र                                           

                 र                                      

    र                  र   और     र            र             

                 र  ,                                     

      और       र                            

Expression of Popular Will 

In a democracy, social movements serve as a vehicle for expressing 

the collective will and demands of the people. These movements give 

voice to marginalized groups and bring attention to issues that may 

not be adequately addressed by formal political institutions. 
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Mobilization and Participation 

Social movements encourage active participation and mobilization of 

citizens, which are core principles of democracy. They enable 

individuals to come together, organize, and collectively push for 

social, economic, and political changes. 
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Accountability and Transparency 

Social movements play a critical role in holding governments and 

institutions accountable. By demanding transparency and 

accountability, they ensure that democratic processes are upheld and 

that leaders remain answerable to the public. 
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Examples of the Linkage 



 

 

1. Civil Rights Movement in the USA: The Civil Rights 

Movement was instrumental in achieving legislative and social 

reforms that strengthened American democracy by ensuring 

equal rights for African Americans. 
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2. India's Independence Movement: The Indian independence 

movement, led by figures like Mahatma Gandhi, not only 

achieved freedom from colonial rule but also laid the foundation 

for a democratic India. 
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Topic-3. 

Main features of OBC movements. 

Introduction to OBC Movements in India 

The Other Backward Classes (OBC) movements in India have been 

instrumental in advocating for the rights and socio-economic 

upliftment of backward castes. These movements have focused on 

issues of social justice, economic opportunities, and political 

representation. 
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Historical Context 

The roots of OBC movements can be traced back to the colonial 

period, with significant influence from the socio-religious reform 

movements of the 19th and early 20th centuries. Post-independence, 

these movements gained momentum as India grappled with the 

challenge of addressing caste-based inequalities. 
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Main Features of OBC Movements 

1. Demand for Reservations 

One of the primary features of OBC movements has been the demand 

for reservations in education, employment, and political 

representation. This was aimed at ensuring equitable opportunities for 

backward classes. 

             

ओ                            ओ               , र    र और 

र                     र           र                       

                   र          र       



 

 

2. Social Justice and Equality 

OBC movements have consistently advocated for social justice and 

the eradication of caste-based discrimination. These movements have 

sought to uplift the social status of backward classes and promote 

equality. 
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3. Political Mobilization 

Political mobilization and the formation of OBC-based political 

parties have been crucial aspects. These parties have aimed to 

represent the interests of backward classes and influence policy-

making. 
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Conclusion 

The OBC movements in India have been pivotal in the struggle for 

social justice, economic upliftment, and political representation of 

backward classes. Despite significant achievements, challenges 

remain, and these movements continue to evolve to address new 

socio-economic issues. 
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