MPSE-007 (Part-5)

Social Movement & Politics in India
(WRA H AHIRI® Sfigia 3R o)
Expected Questions & Important Topics

In both Hindi & English

TOPIC-1

What are the general features of ethnic. movements in North
East India.

Ethnic movements in Northeast:India are driven by a range of
socio-political, economic, and cultural factors. These
movements typically seek to address grievances related to
identity, autonomy, resource control, and political
representation.

Here are some general features of ethnic movements in this
region:

Autonomy and Self-Determination:

Many movements demand greater autonomy or even complete
independence from the Indian state, seeking self-governance
and control over their own affairs.
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Economic Grievances:

Economic underdevelopment, lack of infrastructure, and
perceived exploitation of natural resources by outsiders often
fuel ethnic movements, with demands for better economic
opportunities and equitable resource distribution.
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Political Representation:

Ethnic groups seek greater political representation and
participation in decision-making processes to ensure their
interests are adequately addressed.
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Protection-of Land and Resources:

Movements.often aim to protect traditional lands, forests, and
other resources from encroachment and exploitation by
external entities, including both government and private
interests.
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Cultural Revivalism:

There is a strong emphasis on reviving and promoting
traditional cultural practices, languages, and heritage, often in
response to perceived cultural dilution or dominance by other
groups.
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Militancy and Insurgency:

Some ethnic movements have taken a militant.turn, involving
armed insurgency and conflict with state forces, aiming to
achieve their goals through force.
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TOPIC-2
Fisher folks movement in Kerala

The fisher folks' movement in Kerala has been a significant
socio-political and economic phenomenon, driven by the need
to address the challenges faced by the fishing community. Here
are some key aspects of the movement:

Livelihood Protection:



The primary concern of the fisher folks' movement has been the
protection and sustainability of their livelihoods, which are
heavily dependent on fishing.
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Opposition to Mechanized Fishing:

The movement has often opposed mechanized fishing
methods, which deplete fish stocks and threaten the traditional
fishing practices of small-scale fishers.
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Environmental Concerns:

Environmental degradation, pollution, and unregulated coastal
development have been major concerns for the fishing
community, leading to movements aimed at protecting the
marine ecosystem.
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Demand for Fair Prices:




Fisher folks have organized to demand fair prices for their
catch, opposing middlemen and seeking better market access
to ensure they receive adequate compensation for their labor.
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Women'’s Participation:

Women have played a crucial role in the fisher folks" movement,
advocating for gender-specific issues such as their involvement
in fish processing and marketing.
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Overall, the fisher folks' movement in Kerala reflects a
multifaceted struggle for.economic, social, and environmental
justice, highlighting the resilience and determination of the
fishing community to secure their rights and livelihoods.

TOPIC-3
Make a distinction between new and old social movements.

Old and new social movements differ in their origins, objectives,
methods, and the issues they address.

Here are the key distinctions between them:



OLD SOCIAL MOVEMENTS
Economic and Class-based Focus:

Old social movements primarily address issues related to economic
inequality, labor rights, and class struggle. They often involve
working-class movements, trade unions, and peasant uprisings.
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Materialist Concerns:

These movements are focused on material benefits such as better
wages, improved working conditions, land rights, and economic
redistribution.
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Focus on National Issues:

Old social movements usually focus on national-level issues and
concerns, aiming for broad societal change.
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NEW SOCIAL MOVEMENTS

Identity and Cultural Issues:



New social movements focus on issues related to identity, culture,
human rights, environmentalism, and lifestyle. They address
concerns such as gender equality, LGBTQ+ rights, and environmental
protection.
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Post-materialist Concerns:

These movements emphasize values and quality-of-life'issues, such
as civil liberties, social justice, and sustainable development, rather
than purely economic concerns.
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Global and Local Focus:

New social movements often address both global and local issues,
forming transnational networks and alliances to tackle issues like
climate change, human rights, and globalization.
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Innovative Tactics:




These movements utilize innovative tactics such as online campaigns,
direct action, civil disobedience, and cultural performances to raise
awareness and achieve their goals.
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In summary, old social movements are primarily concerned with

economic and class-based issues, employ centralized structures, and
engage with state institutions. In contrast, new social movements
focus on identity, cultural, and quality-of-lifeiissues, utilize
decentralized and networked structures, and often operate outside
traditional political frameworks



