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EXCLUSIVE FOR JUNE 2024
SOCIAL MOVEMENTS AND POLITICS IN INDIA
In both HINDI & ENGLISH

TOPIC-1

DISCUSS WITH SUITABLE EXAMPLES THE SIGNIFICANCE\OF SOCIAL
MOVEMENTS

Significance of Social Movements:

Catalysts for Social Change

Social movements often act as catalysts for significant social change
by raising awareness about issues:and mobilizing public opinion. For
example, the Civil Rights Movement in the United States during the
1950s and 1960s brought attention to racial discrimination and led to
landmark legislation such as the Civil Rights Act of 1964.
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Empowerment of Marginalized Groups

Social movements provide a platform for marginalized groups to
voice their concerns and demand their rights. The Women's Suffrage
Movement is a prime example, where women fought for and won
the right to vote in many countries, significantly altering their social
and political status.




qrH1fSTeh 3figia g1 IR U THg! &1 3101 fddrsfi ol e
B MR 3T PRI B AN B & fAU TH Fg e Hd B |
AR AAIIBR Sfigia U U 3aTeR0l 8, Sef Afgarsif 3
A &1 PR UItd B & fow Juy fobar 3R &g < & 3
qrATioTes 3R eiHifae fRUfT &1 Hgaqul U ¥ 9ad fa|

Policy Reforms

Social movements can lead to significant policy reforms by pressuring
governments to address issues. The Environmental Movement has
led to the creation of numerous environmental laws and regulations
worldwide, such as the Clean Air Act and the Clean Water Act in the
United States.
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Cultural Shifts

Movements often lead to cultural shifts by challenging existing
norms and values. The LGBTQ+ Rights Movement has played a
critical role.inichanging societal attitudes towards homosexuality and
promoting the acceptance of diverse sexual orientations and gender
identities.
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Strengthening Democracy

By engaging citizens in collective action and advocacy, social
movements strengthen democratic processes. The Anti-Corruption
Movement in India, led by Anna Hazare, mobilized millions of people




and brought transparency and anti-corruption measures to the
forefront of political discourse.
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Global Solidarity

Social movements can foster global solidarity by connecting struggles
across borders. The Global Climate Strike, inspired by Greta
Thunberg, saw millions of young people worldwide demand action
on climate change, highlighting the interconnectedness of global
environmental issues.
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Educational Impact

Social movements educate the public about critical issues and
historical injustices. The Black Lives Matter movement has brought
widespread awareness to systemic racism and police brutality,
prompting educational institutions and media to address these
topics more thoroughly.
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These examples illustrate the profound impact social movements can
have on society, driving progress and fostering a more just and
equitable world.
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TOPIC 2
How information technology impacted Indian society.

Impact of Information Technology on Indian Society

Economic Growth and Employment

Information Technology (IT) has significantly.contributed to India's
economic growth. The IT sector, including software services and IT-
enabled services (ITES), has become one of the largest contributors
to the Indian economy. Cities like Bangalore, Hyderabad, and Pune
have emerged as IT hubs, creating millions of jobs and boosting
related industries.
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Education and Learning

IT hasrevolutionized education by providing access to a vast array of
online resources, e-learning platforms, and digital classrooms.
Initiatives like SWAYAM and DIKSHA have made quality education
accessible to remote and underprivileged areas.
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Governance and Public Services




The adoption of IT in governance, through initiatives like Digital
India, has enhanced the efficiency and transparency of public
services. E-governance platforms provide various services such as
online tax filing, digital land records, and electronic voter
registration, reducing corruption and streamlining administrative
processes.
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Healthcare

IT has transformed the healthcare sector by enabling telemedicine,
electronic health records (EHRs), and health information systems.
Platforms like eSanjeevani provide remote consultation services,
improving access to healthcare in.rural and remote areas.
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Social Connectivity. and Communication

Social media platforms and messaging apps have revolutionized
communication, allowing people to connect and share information
instantly. Platforms like WhatsApp, Facebook, and Twitter have
become integral to daily life, influencing social interactions and
public discourse.
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E-commerce and Digital Payments



The rise of e-commerce platforms like Flipkart, Amazon, and digital
payment systems such as UPl and Paytm has transformed the retail
landscape in India. It has increased convenience, expanded market
access for small businesses, and promoted a cashless economy.
foeTepTE, AV oY 3-B 1Y WIChRHA 3R JUteng 3R oded
SIRT ot YT yunferl & 369 A YR H el UReRd &l
9d [T 8| 39 AU IGTS 3, BIC HIUM! o (oY STOIR &1 Ug
&1 IR fobdl 3, 3R b IMgd Srdoaaw 1 grar fieur |

Agriculture

IT has impacted agriculture through initiatives like eNAM (National
Agriculture Market), which connects farmers to a unified online
market. Mobile apps and online platforms provide farmers with real-
time information on weather, crop prices,and best farming
practices.
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Entertainment.and Media

The advent of digital streaming services like Netflix, Amazon Prime,
and Hotstar has revolutionized the entertainment industry, providing
a wide range of content accessible anytime, anywhere. It has
changed how people consume media and entertainment.
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The impact of information technology on Indian society is profound
and multifaceted, driving progress across various sectors while also
presenting new challenges.
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TOPIC 3
What is relative deprivation theory

Relative Deprivation Theory

Relative deprivation theory is a sociological concept that explains the
feelings of discontent and frustrationthat arise when individuals or
groups perceive that they are deprived of something to which they
believe they are entitled, especially when compared to others. This
theory is often used to understand social movements, social change,
and individual behavior.
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Key Concepts of Relative Deprivation Theory:

Perception of Deprivation:

The theory focuses on the subjective perception of deprivation
rather than objective measures. It's not the absolute lack of
resources that causes discontent but the perception that one has
less than others or less than what one believes is deserved.
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Comparison Groups:

Individuals compare themselves to reference groups—people who
they believe are similar to themselves or with whom they identify. If
they perceive that these groups have more resources or better
conditions, they may feel relatively deprived.
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Entitlement and Expectation:

Relative deprivation occurs when there.is a.gap between what
people believe they deserve (their entitlements) and what they
actually have (their reality). This gap generates feelings of injustice
and dissatisfaction.
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Types of Deprivation:

Deprivation can be relative to different aspects such as economic
status, social status, political power, or access to opportunities. For
example, a person might feel deprived if they perceive their income
is lower compared to their peers.
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Motivation for Social Action:



Relative deprivation is often a motivating factor for social
movements and collective action. When groups of people feel
relatively deprived, they may organize to demand changes, seek
justice, or improve their conditions.
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Examples of Relative Deprivation:

Civil Rights Movement:

African Americans in the United States experienced relative
deprivation when comparing their rights and socioeconomic status
to those of white Americans. This perception fueled the Civil Rights
Movement of the 1950s and 1960s
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Economicinequality:

In modern societies, individuals often compare their economic status
with that of their neighbors or colleagues. When they perceive
significant disparities, they may experience feelings of relative
deprivation, which can lead to social unrest.
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Political Movements:

Relative deprivation can also explain the rise of political movements.
For instance, working-class people might feel deprived relative to the
elite, leading to movements demanding better wages, working
conditions, and representation.
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Relative deprivation theory provides a framework for understanding
how perceptions of inequality and injustice can drive individual and
collective behavior, leading to social change.
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