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SOCIAL MOVEMENTS AND POLITICS IN INDIA 
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Important Questions & Repeated Topics 
For both Hindi and English medium students 

 
Topic 1 
Analyze the politics based reservation in india. 
 
Historical Background 
 
The reservation system in India has its roots in the British colonial era 
when affirmative action policies were introduced to uplift 
marginalized communities. Post-independence, the Indian 
Constitution institutionalized reservations to address historical 
injustices and social inequalities faced by Scheduled Castes (SCs), 
Scheduled Tribes (STs), and Other Backward Classes (OBCs). 
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Purpose of Reservation 
The primary purpose of reservation is to promote social justice by 
providing opportunities in education, employment, and political 
representation to historically disadvantaged groups. It aims to create 
a level playing field and integrate these communities into the 
mainstream. 
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Political Implications 
Reservation policies have significant political implications in India. 
They are often a key issue in elections, with political parties 
promising increased quotas to garner support from marginalized 
communities. This has led to a politicization of the reservation 
system. 
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Controversies and Challenges 
The reservation system faces several controversies and challenges. 
Critics argue that it perpetuates caste divisions, promotes reverse 
discrimination, and sometimes benefits the more affluent among the 
reserved categories. Additionally, there are debates about extending 
reservations to economically weaker sections (EWS) irrespective of 
caste. 
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Judicial Interventions 
The judiciary in India has played a crucial role in shaping reservation 
policies. The Supreme Court's landmark decisions, such as the Indra 
Sawhney case (1992), set the 50% cap on reservations and 
introduced the concept of creamy layer exclusion in OBC 
reservations. These rulings aim to ensure that the benefits reach the 
truly needy. 
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Evolving Reservation Policies 
Reservation policies in India continue to evolve. Recent 
amendments, such as the introduction of the EWS quota, reflect 
changing societal needs and demands. Policymakers face the 
challenge of balancing social justice with meritocracy and ensuring 
that reservations serve their intended purpose without fostering new 
inequalities. 
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Topic 2 
How and why cast factors are significant for Indian reforms. 
 
1. Social Inclusion and Equity 
The caste system has historically marginalized certain groups in 
Indian society. Reforms targeting caste inequities aim to promote 
social inclusion and equity, ensuring that marginalized communities 
have equal access to resources, opportunities, and rights. 
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2. Educational Reforms 
Caste-based reservations in educational institutions are designed to 
uplift underprivileged communities. These reforms help ensure that 
students from lower castes can access quality education, which is 
crucial for breaking the cycle of poverty and social discrimination. 
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3. Economic Empowerment 
Caste factors are significant in economic reforms aimed at reducing 
poverty and promoting economic empowerment among 
marginalized communities. Policies such as affirmative action in 
employment and entrepreneurship support are critical for improving 
the economic status of lower-caste individuals. 
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4. Political Representation 
Ensuring political representation for lower-caste groups through 
reservations in government bodies is crucial for inclusive 
governance. This allows marginalized communities to have a voice in 
decision-making processes and policies that affect their lives. 
 

                  

                                                         

                                                               



 

 

                                                                   

                                                            

         
 
5. Legal Reforms 
Caste factors influence legal reforms aimed at protecting the rights 
of marginalized communities. Anti-discrimination laws, protection 
against caste-based violence, and legal aid for lower-caste individuals 
are essential for promoting justice and equality. 
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Topic 3 

Agrarian movements in India  
1. Tebhaga Movement (1946-47) 
The Tebhaga Movement was a significant agrarian struggle in Bengal, 
where sharecroppers demanded two-thirds of the produce from 
their landlords instead of the traditional one-half. This movement 
was crucial in highlighting the plight of the sharecroppers and led to 
significant changes in agrarian relations in Bengal. 
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2. Telangana Rebellion (1946-51) 
The Telangana Rebellion was a peasant uprising against the feudal 
system and oppressive landlordism in the Hyderabad state. It aimed 



 

 

at ending the exploitation of peasants by landlords and led to 
significant socio-economic reforms in the region. 
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3. Naxalite Movement (1967 onwards) 
Originating in the Naxalbari village of West Bengal, the Naxalite 
Movement is an armed struggle led by Maoist groups advocating for 
agrarian rights, land redistribution, and social justice. This movement 
has had a significant impact on India's political and social landscape. 
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4. Bhartiya Kisan Union (BKU) Movements (1980s onwards) 
The BKU movements, particularly in northern India, have focused on 
various issues such as fair prices for crops, reduction in input costs, 
and better infrastructure. These movements have significantly 
influenced agricultural policies in India. 
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5. Shetkari Sanghatana (1980s onwards) 
Founded by Sharad Joshi in Maharashtra, the Shetkari Sanghatana 
movement advocates for the rights of farmers, emphasizing free-



 

 

market policies and deregulation of agriculture. This movement has 
been pivotal in voicing the demands of farmers in Maharashtra. 
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6. 2020-2021 Farmers' Protests 
These protests were against three farm laws passed by the Indian 
government, which farmers feared would dismantle the minimum 
support price system and corporatize agriculture. The protests 
gained significant national and international attention and resulted 
in the eventual repeal of the laws. 
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