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TOPIC-1 

Limited War 

Definition 
Limited war refers to a conflict in which the participating countries or 
groups do not expend all of their available resources or seek total 
destruction of their adversaries. Instead, the objectives are more 
restricted, and the use of force is constrained in various ways, such 
as limiting geographic scope, types of weapons used, or the level of 
mobilization of forces. 
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Examples of Limited War 

1. Korean War (1950-1953) 
The Korean War was limited in that it did not expand beyond 
the Korean Peninsula, and the involved powers (primarily the 
United States, China, and the Soviet Union) avoided the use of 
nuclear weapons. 
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2. Vietnam War (1955-1975) 
Although extensive and protracted, the Vietnam War was 
limited in that the United States did not escalate the conflict to 
a full-scale war with the Soviet Union or China, nor did it use 
nuclear weapons. 
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Characteristics of Limited War 

Specific Objectives 
The goals in a limited war are usually well-defined and limited in 
scope. These might include achieving specific territorial gains, 
protecting certain strategic interests, or compelling an adversary to 
alter a particular policy. 
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Controlled Use of Force 
There is a deliberate effort to control the intensity and scale of 
military operations. This might involve restrictions on the types of 



 

 

weapons used (such as avoiding weapons of mass destruction) and 
limiting attacks to military targets. 
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TOPIC 2 

Comment on "Human Nature is Essentially Aggressive" 
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Historical Perspective 
Throughout history, instances of war, conflict, and violence suggest 
that aggression is a significant part of human behavior. From ancient 
tribal wars to modern global conflicts, aggression has been a 
recurring theme in human history. 
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Biological and Evolutionary Views 
Some evolutionary biologists argue that aggression is a natural part 
of human nature, developed as a survival mechanism. Theories such 
as those by Konrad Lorenz suggest that aggression has evolutionary 
benefits, like securing resources and protecting offspring. 
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Counterarguments 

 Cooperation and Altruism: Human history also shows 
numerous examples of cooperation, altruism, and empathy. 
From collaborative efforts in communities to international aid, 
these behaviors suggest that human nature is not solely 
aggressive. 

 Modern Social Constructs: Modern societies often promote 
and reward cooperation and non-aggressive behaviors through 
laws, education, and social norms. 
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Philosophical Perspectives 
Philosophers like Thomas Hobbes argued that human nature is 
fundamentally selfish and aggressive, necessitating strong 
societal structures to maintain order. Conversely, Jean-Jacques 
Rousseau believed that humans are inherently peaceful and 
that society corrupts this natural state. 
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