PEACE AND CONFLICT STUDIES
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Topic-1

Discuss feminist approach to study peace.

Introduction to Feminist Peace Studies

The feminist approach to peace studies examines how gender shapes
experiences of conflict and,peace. It challenges traditional notions of
peace that often averlook.women'siexperiences and contributions.
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Critique,of Traditional Peace Studies

Feminist scholars argue that traditional peace studies are male-
centric, focusing primarily on state actors and military solutions. This
approach neglects the role of women and other marginalized groups
in peacebuilding.
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Gendered Experiences of Conflict

Feminist peace studies highlight how conflicts impact women and
men differently. Women often face sexual violence, displacement,
and increased domestic burdens during and after conflicts.
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Women as Peacebuilders

Women play crucial roles in peacebuilding processes, from
grassroots activism to participatingiin.formal peace negotiations.
Feminist peace studies emphasize recognizing and valuing these
contributions.
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Policy and,Advocacy

Feminist peace studies advocate for policies that promote gender
equality. and. women's rights in peace processes. This includes
ensuring women's participation in decision-making and addressing
gender-specific needs in post-conflict recovery.
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Peace as More Than Absence of War



Feminist scholars define peace as more than just the absence of war.
It includes social justice, equality, and the eradication of all forms of
violence, including domestic and structural violence.
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Topic 2
Write a note on terrorism
Definition and Nature of Terrorism

Terrorism is the unlawful use of violence and intimidation, especially
against civilians, in the pursuit of political,religious, or ideological
objectives. It often aims to.createfear, disrupt societies, and draw
attention to a cause.
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Types of Terrorism

Terrorism can be categorized into several types, including political
terrorism, religious terrorism, state-sponsored terrorism, and
cyberterrorism. Each type has distinct characteristics and methods.
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Causes of Terrorism

The causes of terrorism are complex and multifaceted. They can
include political grievances, social injustice, economic disparity,



religious extremism, and ideological indoctrination. Often, a
combination of these factors drives individuals or groups towards
terrorism.
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Impact of Terrorism

The impact of terrorism is profound and far-reaching. lt.can lead to
loss of life, psychological trauma, economic damage, and social
disruption. It also often results in increased security measures and
restrictions on civil liberties.
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Global Response to Terrorism

The global response to tenrorism includes international cooperation,
intelligence sharing, counter=terrorism legislation, and military
interventions.-Organizations like the United Nations and NATO play
crucial roles in coordinating these efforts.
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Counter-Terrorism Strategies

Counter-terrorism strategies involve preventive measures, law
enforcement, intelligence gathering, and community engagement.
Effective counter-terrorism also addresses the root causes of
terrorism, such as poverty, political instability, and radicalization.
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Topic-3

Role of regional organisations in conflict prevention and resolution

Regional organizations are international institutions that focus on
specific geographic regions. They play:a vital role in conflict
prevention and resolution by leveraging regional knowledge,
fostering cooperation among member states, and addressing
conflicts that might be overlooked. by global organizations.
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Early Warning Systems

Regional organizations often establish early warning systems to
monitor and detect signs of emerging conflicts. These systems help in
taking proactive measures to prevent conflicts from escalating. For
example, the African Union (AU) has an early warning system to
identify potential threats to peace and security.
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Mediation and Negotiation

Regional organizations frequently engage in mediation and
negotiation to resolve conflicts. They use their understanding of
regional dynamics and relationships to facilitate dialogue between
conflicting parties. The Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) has been involved in mediating disputes inithe(Southeast
Asian region.
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Peacekeeping Missions

Some regional organizations deploy peacekeeping missions to
stabilize conflict zones and.support peace processes. These missions
provide security, assist in disarmament, and help rebuild institutions.
The Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) has
conducted several peacekeeping missions in West Africa.
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Humanitarian Assistance
Regional organizations often provide humanitarian assistance during

and after conflicts. They coordinate relief efforts, support refugee
populations, and help in the rehabilitation of affected communities.



The South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) has
mechanisms to respond to humanitarian crises in South Asia.
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