
 

 

MPSE 004 
SOCIAL AND POLITICAL THOUGHT 

PART 5 
IMPORTANT TOPICS AND EXPECTED QUESTIONS 

 
Topic 1 
Pandita Ramabai’s views on patriarchy. 

         र        र             र  
 
Pandita Ramabai, a prominent Indian social reformer and advocate 
for women's rights, had profound and critical views on patriarchy. 
Her work focused on challenging and transforming the oppressive 
social structures that marginalized women. Below are key aspects of 
her views on patriarchy: 
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    र                       ए गए   : 

Critique of Traditional Patriarchy (  र   र                   ): 
Pandita Ramabai was a vocal critic of the traditional patriarchal 
system in India, which she believed subjugated women and 
restricted their rights and freedoms. She highlighted how social 
customs, religious practices, and legal systems perpetuated gender 
inequality. 

       र        र   र                       र          , 
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Advocacy for Women’s Education (                     ए      ): 
Ramabai emphasized the importance of education for women as a 
means to combat patriarchy. She believed that educating women 



 

 

would empower them to challenge oppressive structures and gain 
independence. 
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Criticism of Religious Patriarchy (                        ): 
She was critical of how religion was used to justify and maintain 
patriarchal norms. Ramabai pointed out the discriminatory practices 
within Hinduism that disadvantaged women and called for 
reinterpretations of religious texts to promote gender equality. 
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Support for Widow Rights (           र              ): 
Pandita Ramabai was particularly concerned with the plight of 
widows, who were often subjected to extreme forms of patriarchal 
control and deprivation. She founded the Mukti Mission to provide 
shelter, education, and vocational training to widows and destitute 
women. 
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Critique of Marriage Practices (                     ): 
Ramabai criticized the institution of marriage as it existed within the 
patriarchal framework. She pointed out how marriage often resulted 



 

 

in the subordination and exploitation of women, advocating for 
reforms to ensure fair and equitable treatment. 
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Pandita Ramabai's views on patriarchy were revolutionary for her 
time. She worked tirelessly to challenge and dismantle the 
patriarchal structures that oppressed women, advocating for their 
education, rights, and autonomy. 
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Topic 2 

Describe and evaluate BR Ambedkar critique of the caste system. 

                र      र                   र   
 
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, a preeminent Indian jurist, economist, politician, 
and social reformer, is renowned for his profound critique of the 
caste system. His analysis was rooted in a deep understanding of 
history, sociology, and politics, and it remains a cornerstone of the 
fight against caste-based discrimination in India. Below is a detailed 
description and evaluation of Ambedkar's critique of the caste 
system: 

  .   . र. ए         र           ,        , र        और      

    र ,      र,              ग               ए          

            इ     ,         और र          ग र    झ  र 

    र     और      र         -    र                          



 

 

   र                          र                        

            र  और              ग     : 

Fundamental Injustice (        ): 
Ambedkar argued that the caste system was inherently unjust and 
discriminatory. It divided people into hierarchical groups based on 
birth, with the "untouchables" (Dalits) suffering the most severe 
oppression and marginalization. 
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Violation of Human Rights (          र           ): 
Ambedkar believed that the caste system violated basic human rights 
and dignity. He emphasized that it denied individuals their 
fundamental rights to equality, freedom, and justice. 
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Critique of Religious Sanction (                       ): 
Ambedkar criticized Hindu religious texts and practices that 
sanctioned and perpetuated the caste system. He argued that these 
texts justified the subjugation of lower castes and legitimized social 
inequality. 
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Economic Exploitation (          ): 
Ambedkar highlighted the economic exploitation inherent in the 
caste system. He pointed out that lower castes, particularly Dalits, 



 

 

were denied access to education, employment, and economic 
opportunities, trapping them in perpetual poverty. 
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Call for Annihilation of Caste (                  र): 
In his seminal work "Annihilation of Caste," Ambedkar called for the 
complete abolition of the caste system. He argued that mere reforms 
were insufficient and that a radical overhaul of the social structure 
was necessary. 
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Advocacy for Dalit Rights (          र        ए      ): 
Ambedkar was a fierce advocate for the rights of Dalits and other 
marginalized communities. He worked tirelessly to secure legal 
protections, affirmative action policies, and educational 
opportunities for them. 
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Conversion to Buddhism (             र    ): 
In a bold move to reject the caste system, Ambedkar converted to 
Buddhism along with millions of his followers. He believed that 
Buddhism offered a path to equality and liberation from caste 
oppression. 
 



 

 

                   र  र        ए ए                    ए, 

      र                                                         

                           और     ग                     ग  

      र       
 

Evaluation (       ) 
Dr. Ambedkar’s critique of the caste system is both comprehensive 
and transformative. He not only analyzed the various dimensions of 
caste oppression but also provided practical solutions to dismantle it. 
His advocacy for education, legal reforms, and social justice laid the 
foundation for significant progress in the fight against caste 
discrimination in India. However, despite his efforts, caste-based 
discrimination persists in various forms, highlighting the ongoing 
relevance of his work. 
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TOPIC 3 

 

 

Jawaharlal Nehru views on parliamentary democracy 

               र     र                र 

 
Jawaharlal Nehru, India's first Prime Minister, was a staunch 
advocate of parliamentary democracy. He played a key role in 
shaping India's democratic institutions and believed that 
parliamentary democracy was essential for the country's unity and 



 

 

development. Below are key aspects of Nehru's views on 
parliamentary democracy: 
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Commitment to Democratic Ideals (                      

       ): 
Nehru believed deeply in the principles of democracy, such as liberty, 
equality, and fraternity. He saw parliamentary democracy as a means 
to ensure that these ideals were realized in India. 
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Importance of Institutions (             ): 
Nehru stressed the importance of strong democratic institutions, 
including an independent judiciary, a free press, and a robust 
parliamentary system. He believed these institutions were crucial for 
sustaining democracy and ensuring accountability. 
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Role of Parliament (              ): 
Nehru viewed the Parliament as the central institution of democracy 
where the voice of the people could be heard. He believed in the 
supremacy of the Parliament in making laws and policies for the 
nation. 
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Promotion of Debate and Dialogue (    और                    ): 
Nehru valued open debate and dialogue as essential components of 
parliamentary democracy. He believed that through discussion and 
argument, the best policies and decisions could be formulated. 
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Economic and Social Development (      और              ): 
Nehru saw parliamentary democracy as a vehicle for economic and 
social development. He believed that democratic governance would 
lead to equitable distribution of resources, social justice, and 
improved living standards for all citizens. 
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Evaluation (       ) 
Nehru's advocacy for parliamentary democracy laid the foundation 
for India's democratic system. His vision emphasized inclusivity, 
debate, and the importance of strong institutions. However, the 
challenges of implementing his ideals in a diverse and vast country 
like India have been significant. Issues such as political corruption, 
regional disparities, and social inequalities have tested the resilience 
of India's parliamentary democracy. Despite these challenges, 
Nehru's commitment to democratic principles continues to influence 
India's political landscape. 
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