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Discuss E. V. Ramaswamy Naicker’s contribution to the rise of Dravidian movement. 

  Opposition to Caste System 
E.V. Ramaswamy Naicker, popularly known as Periyar, strongly opposed the caste system, 

which he believed was discriminatory and harmful to the lower castes, especially the Dalits. 

He worked to promote equality and social justice by challenging caste-based divisions in 

society. 
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  Promotion of Dravidian Identity 
Periyar believed that the Dravidian people (those in the southern part of India) had a distinct 

culture, language, and heritage. He encouraged the Dravidians to take pride in their own 

identity and reject the influence of Aryan culture, which he felt was imposed upon them. 
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  Anti-Brahminical Stance 
Periyar was highly critical of the Brahminical system, which he saw as the cause of 

oppression for non-Brahmin communities, especially the lower castes. He worked to 

challenge Brahmin dominance in politics, religion, and society, arguing for equal 

opportunities for all. 
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  Founder of Self-Respect Movement 
Periyar founded the Self-Respect Movement in 1925, which aimed at creating social 

awareness and empowering the lower castes. The movement emphasized self-respect, 

education, and social equality. It also encouraged people to reject the traditional authority of 

priests and religious leaders. 
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  Advocacy for Women’s Rights 
Periyar was also a strong advocate for women's rights and worked towards gender equality. 

He spoke out against practices like child marriage, dowry, and female illiteracy. He promoted 

the idea that women should have equal rights in society and be free from traditional 

restrictions. 
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  Opposition to Religious Orthodoxy 
Periyar was highly critical of religious orthodoxy and superstitions, particularly in Hinduism. 

He advocated for a rational and scientific approach to life and encouraged people to question 

religious rituals and beliefs that he saw as harmful or illogical. 
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  Influence on Dravidian Political Parties 
Periyar’s ideas influenced the rise of Dravidian political parties like the Dravida Kazhagam 

(DK) and later the Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK). His ideas about social justice, 

equality, and the rejection of Brahminical influence became central to the Dravidian 

movement and political discourse in Tamil Nadu. 
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Evaluate M. K. Gandhi’s criticism of Industrialisation and his support for Swadeshi. 

                                                  उ                            

  Criticism of Industrialization 
Gandhi was critical of industrialization, particularly the large-scale factories that were being 

set up by the British in India. He believed that these industries exploited workers and caused 

harm to the environment. He argued that industrialization led to the destruction of traditional, 

rural industries and made people dependent on machines rather than their own labor. 
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  Focus on Rural Development 
Gandhi believed that India’s strength lay in its villages and rural industries. Instead of 

focusing on large factories, he advocated for the development of small-scale, cottage 

industries like handlooms, pottery, and handicrafts. He felt that rural industries would provide 

employment, preserve traditional skills, and maintain a balance with nature. 
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  Support for Swadeshi Movement 
Gandhi strongly supported the Swadeshi Movement, which aimed at boycotting British goods 

and promoting Indian-made goods. He encouraged people to use products made in India, 

especially Khadi (hand-spun cloth), as a symbol of self-reliance and resistance to British rule. 

Gandhi believed that using Swadeshi products would help build India's economy and reduce 

dependence on foreign goods. 
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  Opposition to Consumerism 
Gandhi opposed the consumerist culture promoted by industrialization, which focused on 



 

 

mass production and over-consumption. He believed that this culture led to the degradation of 

human values and selfish desires. Instead, he advocated for simple living and high thinking, 

where people would consume only what they need and live a more self-sufficient life. 
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  Emphasis on Decentralization 
Gandhi believed in the decentralization of economic power. He wanted industries to be 

spread across rural areas rather than concentrated in urban centers. By promoting small-scale 

industries in villages, Gandhi hoped to prevent the rise of urban unemployment, inequality, 

and poverty, and ensure that wealth was distributed more evenly. 
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  Economic Self-Sufficiency 
Gandhi emphasized economic self-sufficiency for India. He believed that if Indians made 

their own goods and became self-reliant, they could break free from the economic dominance 

of the British. The use of Swadeshi products, he argued, would not only reduce dependence 

on foreign imports but also boost local industries and create jobs for the Indian people. 
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Analyze main features of nationalism as propounded by V. D. Savarkar. 
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  Concept of Hindu Nationalism 
V.D. Savarkar introduced the idea of Hindu nationalism, where he believed that India should 

be a nation for Hindus. According to him, the Hindu identity was deeply rooted in India’s 

history, culture, and civilization. He felt that the Hindu community should unite to protect its 

cultural values and traditions. 
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  Idea of “Hindutva” (Hinduness) 
Savarkar’s main idea was Hindutva, which means the essence of being Hindu. It is not just 

about religion but also about a common culture, language, and territory. He argued that 

anyone who lives in India, follows its culture, and identifies with its land is part of the Hindu 

nation, whether they are Hindu, Muslim, or from any other community. 
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  Opposition to British Colonial Rule 
Savarkar strongly opposed British colonial rule in India. He believed that the British were 

exploiting India and Hindus must fight for their freedom. He supported the idea of armed 

struggle and revolution to drive out the British and achieve independence. 
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  Unity of Hindus 
Savarkar believed in the unity of Hindus. He argued that all Hindus should come together, 

regardless of their caste or region, to create a powerful and united nation. He wanted to 

overcome divisions within the Hindu community to build a strong and cohesive nation. 
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  Cultural Nationalism 
Savarkar promoted cultural nationalism, where he emphasized that India’s identity should be 

based on its culture, history, and civilization, rather than Western ideals. He wanted to revive 

and strengthen India’s ancient traditions and values, seeing them as the foundation of the 

nation’s unity. 
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  Rejection of the Muslim and Christian Identity 
Savarkar was critical of the Muslim and Christian identities in India. He believed that these 

religions were foreign to India and that they did not contribute to India’s cultural heritage. 

For him, being a true Indian meant identifying with the Hindu way of life. 
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  Role of the State 
Savarkar saw the state as a tool to promote Hindu values and protect the interests of the 

Hindu community. He argued that the government should work to protect the cultural and 

religious rights of Hindus and make sure that Hinduism remained the central guiding force of 

the nation. 
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Examine Jyotiba Phule’s ideas on social revolution. 
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1. Criticism of the Caste System 

Jyotiba Phule strongly criticized the caste system, which he saw as oppressive and unjust. He 

believed that it denied lower-caste people their basic rights and dignity. Phule argued that the 

caste system was created by the upper castes to maintain their power over the lower ones. 
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2. Emphasis on Education 



 

 

Phule believed that education was the key to social change. He focused on educating girls, 

women, and people from lower castes, as he felt that they were denied opportunities. He 

opened the first school for girls in Pune in 1848 to promote education for all. 
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3. Opposition to Religious Orthodoxy 

Phule was against religious practices that justified inequality, especially those used by 

Brahmins to maintain their social dominance. He criticized religious texts that perpetuated 

caste-based discrimination and argued for a society based on equality and justice. 
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4. Role of Women in Society 

Phule was a strong advocate for women's rights. He believed that the social revolution would 

not succeed without the upliftment of women. He fought for women's education, property 

rights, and their equal participation in society. 
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5. Critique of Brahminical Hegemony 

Phule believed that Brahmins were the primary force behind the social inequality in India. He 

accused them of exploiting the lower castes and maintaining their power through the religious 

and social system. His writings, such as Gulamgiri, exposed the exploitation and called for a 

complete social overhaul. 

                  

                                                                              । 

उ                                           औ         औ                          

                                । उ          ,               ,    इ          

                 औ                                               ई। 

Discuss the salient features of Swami Vivekanandas theory of social change. 
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1. Emphasis on Spirituality and Self-Realization 

Vivekananda believed that the true source of social change lay in the spiritual awakening of 

individuals. He advocated for self-realization, where individuals understand their divine 

potential. By realizing the divinity within, people could rise above materialism and ego, 

leading to social harmony and progress. 
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2. Focus on Service to Humanity 

According to Vivekananda, serving humanity was the highest form of worship. He believed 

that social change could be achieved by helping the poor, the marginalized, and those 

suffering from social injustices. He emphasized the idea of "Man is God" and encouraged 

people to see God in all beings, especially the downtrodden. 
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3. Empowerment of the Youth 

Swami Vivekananda believed that the youth played a pivotal role in social change. He 

encouraged the youth to take an active role in nation-building, stressing that they should be 

strong, confident, and spiritually awakened to bring about meaningful change in society. 
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4. Social Equality and Removal of Caste Discrimination 

Vivekananda was a strong advocate for social equality. He strongly opposed the caste system 

and untouchability. He believed that all humans, regardless of their caste, were equal in the 

eyes of God. He called for the removal of social barriers and the upliftment of the lower 

castes, particularly through education and social reforms. 
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5. Unity of All Religions 

Vivekananda believed in the unity of all religions, promoting a universal approach to 

spirituality. He argued that all religions, despite their external differences, ultimately lead to 

the same truth. By embracing this idea of religious unity, he believed society could overcome 

religious divisions and create a more harmonious and inclusive social structure. 
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