SOCIAL AND POLITICAL THOUGHT
PART -3
BOTH HINDI AND ENGLISH

Rabindranath Tagore's Critique of Nationalisf:

Rabindranath Tagore, a renowned poet, philosepher, and Nobel
laureate, was a vocal critic of nationalism."He believedthat excessive
nationalism could lead to conflict, intelerancepand a loss of
individual freedoms. Tagore's critique of nationalism emphasized the
importance of universal human.values andithe dangers of blind
allegiance to the nation-state.

Key Points:

Excessive Natiohalism: Tagore argued that excessive nationalism

fosters diyisionjandihostility among nations, leading to conflict and
war,
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Loss of Individual Freedom: He believed that nationalism often
suppresses individual freedoms and stifles personal growth by
demanding blind loyalty to the nation.
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Universal Human Values: Tagore emphasized the importance of
universal human values such as compassion, understanding, and
cooperation over narrow nationalist sentiments.
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Critique of Western Nationalism: Tagore specificallyxcritigued

Western nationalism for its aggressive andynaterialistic tendencies,
which he felt were detrimental to global peace.
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Education and Enlightenmeént: He believed that education should
promote a sense ©f global citizenship and enlightened thinking,
rather than narrowynationalist ideologies.
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Tagore’s vision was of a world where people are united by their
shared humanity rather than divided by nationalistic fervor. He
advocated for a broader sense of identity that transcends national
borders and embraces global interconnectedness.



SR o1 2P U g ot ot Sigh div i S 4 faurfsd g &
ST U T HFAd ¥ ThC Bid & | oI AP s A W
3R AfYep 3faay BT YT dTcil ATUD UG B! dbTeld D

Sir Syed Ahmed Khan's Views on Hindu-Muslim

Unity:

Sir Syed Ahmed Khan, a prominent 19th-century Indian Muslim
scholar, educator, and reformer, had a complex and evolving
perspective on Hindu-Muslim unity. Initially, he advocated for unity
between the two communities but later expressed‘coneerns about
their political and social differences.

Key Points:
g@ faig:
Early Advocacy for Unity: Inthe‘earlysstages of his career, Sir Syed

emphasized the importanee of Hindu-Muslim unity for India's
progress and development.
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Shared Heritage: He highlighted the shared cultural and historical

heritage ef'Hindus and Muslims, believing that cooperation was
essential for social harmony.
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Education and Reform: Sir Syed promoted modern education and
socio-religious reforms among Muslims, which he believed would
bridge the gap between the two communities.
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Aligarh Movement: Through the Aligarh Movementjhefaimed to

uplift the Muslim community educationally and socially, fostering a
sense of unity and cooperation with Hindus.
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Shift in Perspective: After the\1880s,:Sir Syed's views shifted due to
political developments andiincreasing'ecommunal tensions. He began

to emphasize the distinct pelitical interests of Muslims and Hindus.
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TwosNatiomTheory: Although he did not directly advocate for the
partition ofiindia, his later views laid the groundwork for the idea

that Muslims and Hindus were two distinct nations with separate
political interests.
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In summary, Sir Syed Ahmed Khan's views on Hindu-Muslim unity
evolved from a strong advocacy of cooperation and shared progress
to a more cautious stance that recognized the complexities and
distinct political needs of each community.
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Periyar E. V. Ramasamy (Periyar) N@ickeg's'€ritique of
Hinduism

Periyar E. V. Ramasamy, commonly known asPeriyar, was a
prominent Indian social activistand ‘politician who criticized
Hinduism for its social inequalities andypractices. He was the founder
of the Self-RespectyMoyement; which sought to eradicate the caste
system and promote secial justice.

Key Points:

g foig
Critiquesef the Caste System: Periyar vehemently opposed the caste

system, which he viewed as a tool of oppression used by the upper
castes to subjugate lower castes, particularly Dalits.
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Religious Superstitions: He criticized Hinduism for promoting
superstitions and rituals that, according to him, hindered rational
thinking and progress.
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Gender Inequality: Periyar condemned the patriarchal nature of
Hinduism, which he believed perpetuated gender inéquality and the
subjugation of women.
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Brahminical Dominance: He argued that Hinduism, as practiced, was
dominated by Brahmins, who used religion to maintain their social
and economic supremacy.
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Advecacy. for Rationalism: Periyar promoted rationalism and

atheism, encouraging people to question religious doctrines and
practices that lacked scientific basis.
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Social Reforms: He was a strong advocate for social reforms,
including the abolition of untouchability, promoting education
among the oppressed classes, and advocating for women's rights.
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THE END



