MPSE 004:
SOCIAL AND POLITICAL THOUGHT
IMPORTANT TOPICS

HINDI AND ENGLISH BOTH:

Pandita Ramabai's Contribution to Women's Rise and
Reform:

Pandita Ramabai (1858—-1922) was a prominent Indian social reformer, scholar,and champion of
women's rights. Her contributions significantly impacted the rise and reformyof wemen'in India. Here
are some key points highlighting her work:

Education for Women:

Ramabai strongly advocated for women's educatiohy, believingit to be the cornerstone of
empowerment. She established the Arya Mahila,Samaj,in Pune in"1882 to promote education and
social reform among women. Later, she founded theéiSharada Sadan (Home for Learning) in Mumbai
in 1889, which provided education and Viecationahtraining to widows and destitute women.
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Social and Religious Reforms:

Ramabai was a critic of the oppressive customs and religious practices that subjugated women. She
emphasized the need for reform in Hindu society, particularly in the treatment of widows and child
brides.
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Advocacy for Widows:

Witnessing the plight of widows, Ramabai wrote extensively on their condition and worked tirelessly
for their welfare. Her book "The High-Caste Hindu Woman" highlighted the severe hardships faced
by widows and helped raise awareness and sympathy for their plight.
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Christian Missionary Work:

Ramabai converted to Christianity in 1883, which influenced her reform activities. She established
the Mukti Mission in 1898 in Kedgaon, near Punepproviding shelter, education, and vocational
training to destitute womep and children, regardlessiof caste or religion.
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Literary Contcibdtions:

Ramabai was an accomplished scholar and linguist. Her translations of religious texts and original
writings in Marathi and English were instrumental in spreading her reformist ideas. She also wrote
"Stri Dharma Niti" (Morals for Women) to guide women on ethical and moral conduct.
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Dayanand Saraswati's Religio-Political Ideas:

Dayanand Saraswati (1824—-1883) was a prominent Indian philosopher, social leader, and founder of
the Arya Samaj, a reform movement of the Vedic dharma. His religio-political ideas were
revolutionary and aimed at reviving the Vedic way of life. Here are some keyipointsthighlighting his
contributions:

Revival of Vedic Religion:

Dayanand Saraswati emphasized a return to the Vedas as the ultimate source of knowledge and
truth. He believed that the Vedic texts contained theessence ofitrueyreligion and should be the basis
for all aspects of life.
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Opposition togddol Worship:

Dayanand was a staunch epponeént of idol worship, which he saw as a corruption of the original
Vedic religionf He'advacated for a formless and all-pervading God, rejecting all forms of idolatry.
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Social Reforms:

He championed social reforms such as the abolition of caste discrimination, promotion of women's
education, and eradication of child marriage. Dayanand believed that these social evils were against
the teachings of the Vedas.



TS UR:

IB ST HeHTd I, Higarsh &I e &1 geral o= 3R a1 fdare S+ ol QrHifi®
QYR P depTeid B | SqT-e BT AT UT b A FraTioie sR1zat e ot Riansi & v g1

Swaraj (Self-Rule):

Dayanand's political ideas included the concept of Swaraj, or self-rule, which later influenced the
Indian independence movement. He believed that Indians should govern themselves and free
themselves from foreign domination.
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Promotion of Hindi:

Dayanand advocated for the use of#iAdi as‘@commaon language to unite the diverse population of
India. He believed that a common language,wasiessential for national integration and cultural
revival.
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Arya Samaj:

In 1875, Dayanand founded the Arya Samaj, a reform movement aimed at purifying Hinduism by
returning to its Vedic roots. The Arya Samaj played a significant role in social and religious reforms,
including promoting education and fighting against social injustices.
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Satyarth Prakash:

Dayanand's seminal work, "Satyarth Prakash" (The Light of Truth), outlines his vision of a reformed
society based on Vedic principles. This book has been a cornerstone in spreading his ideas and

teachings.
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