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J.S. Mill’s View on Individual Liberty 

John Stuart Mill, a prominent philosopher of the 19th century, is widely known for his work 
"On Liberty" (1859), in which he argues for the protection of individual freedom against 
societal or governmental interference. Mill’s views on individual liberty are rooted in the 
belief that a person should have the freedom to act according to their own will, as long as 
their actions do not harm others. This is often referred to as the harm principle. 
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According to Mill, individuals should be free to make their own choices, whether they are 
related to personal lifestyle, beliefs, or actions. He emphasizes that self-regarding actions 
(those that affect only the individual) should not be interfered with by the state or society. 
For instance, people should have the liberty to express their opinions, practice any religion, 
or pursue their personal desires, as long as these do not cause harm to others. 
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Mill, however, acknowledges that there are situations where the government or society can 
intervene. If an individual's actions harm others, society has the right to restrict those 
actions. This is where the harm principle comes into play: "The only purpose for which 
power can be rightfully exercised over any member of a civilized community, against his 
will, is to prevent harm to others." For example, one person’s freedom of speech should 
not allow them to incite violence or hate. 
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Mill also stresses the importance of social progress. He believes that the liberty to express 
different views, even if controversial, is essential for intellectual and societal advancement. 
Suppressing individual liberty for the sake of social conformity hinders progress. Therefore, 
he advocates for a society that allows a wide range of ideas, beliefs, and behaviors to 
flourish, as long as they do not directly harm others. 
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In conclusion, John Stuart Mill’s concept of individual liberty is based on the idea of personal 
freedom, limited only by the harm one’s actions might cause to others. His theory 
emphasizes freedom of speech, freedom of expression, and freedom of choice as essential 
components of a free society, contributing to the overall well-being and progress of 
individuals and society. 
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Burke’s View on Citizenship and Democracy 

Edmund Burke, an 18th-century philosopher and political thinker, is known for his 
conservative views on citizenship and democracy. In his seminal work "Reflections on the 
Revolution in France" (1790), Burke critiques the French Revolution and advocates for a 
more cautious and gradual approach to political and social change. He argues that 
citizenship and democracy should not be based solely on abstract principles or ideals but 
should be grounded in the traditions, customs, and established institutions of society. 
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Burke believed that democracy should not be based on the will of the majority alone. He 
argued that in a democracy, the rights of individuals and minorities should be protected, 
and that representative government should involve elected officials who have the wisdom 
and experience to make decisions for the common good. For Burke, democracy was not just 
about universal suffrage but about practical governance that took into account the long-
term stability and well-being of society. 
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He also emphasized the importance of tradition and continuity in maintaining a stable and 
functioning democracy. Burke believed that democratic systems should evolve over time, 
respecting historical experiences and the wisdom embedded in social structures. In his view, 
abrupt political changes, such as those seen in revolutionary movements, could lead to 
chaos and the collapse of order. Therefore, Burke argued that a true democracy must be 
rooted in historical continuity and respect for institutions, rather than radical or sudden 
upheavals. 
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In conclusion, Burke’s views on citizenship and democracy emphasize a conservative 
approach, focusing on gradual change, the protection of established institutions, and the 
importance of tradition. He believed that democracy should be practical, balanced, and 
rooted in the historical context of society, rather than based on abstract principles or radical 
reforms. 
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Jeremy Bentham’s Views on Utilitarian Principles 



 

 

Jeremy Bentham, an influential philosopher and social reformer of the 18th and 19th 
centuries, is most famous for developing the theory of utilitarianism. His core idea was that 
the right action is the one that produces the greatest happiness for the greatest number of 
people. This principle, often referred to as the "greatest happiness principle," forms the 
foundation of Bentham’s philosophy. According to Bentham, all actions should be evaluated 
based on their consequences, and the aim should be to maximize happiness and minimize 
suffering for the largest number of individuals. 
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Bentham argued that pleasure and pain are the fundamental measures of what is good or 
bad. He believed that all human actions are motivated by the desire to gain pleasure and 
avoid pain. In this way, utilitarianism evaluates the morality of an action based on its ability 
to increase happiness or reduce suffering. Bentham also introduced the "felicific calculus", 
a method of measuring the amount of pleasure or pain an action will produce, taking into 
account factors like intensity, duration, certainty, and proximity. 
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For Bentham, individual rights were not absolute; they could be overridden if doing so 
would result in greater happiness for society. He believed that the welfare of the majority 
should always take precedence over individual interests. However, this also meant that 
Bentham supported reforms and policies that could increase the overall well-being of 
society, such as social welfare programs, education, and legal reforms. 
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In conclusion, Bentham’s utilitarianism is a consequentialist theory that judges actions 
based on their outcomes. His philosophy emphasizes maximizing happiness and reducing 
suffering for the greatest number of people. Bentham’s utilitarian principles have greatly 
influenced modern political and ethical thought, including areas like law, economics, and 
social policy. 
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