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MPSE-003: WESTERN POLITICAL THOUGHT (From Plato to Marx)
Most Important Previous Year Questions with Answers

PART-2

1. Discuss Plato’s views on the Ideal State. What qualities does Plato suggest for the ruling
class?

Plato’s Views on the Ideal State

Plato’s concept of the ideal state is outlined in his work The,Republic. According to him, an
ideal state is one where justice prevails, and each class performs its proper role for the good
of society. He believes the state should,be divided into three classes: rulers, warriors, and
producers.
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1. The Ruling Class (Philosopher-Kings)

Plato argues that theyruling class should be made up of philosopher-kings, wise and
knowledgeable individuals whe'understand what is best for society. They are the ideal rulers
because they‘are trained toyunderstand the "Forms" or eternal truths, especially the Form of
the Good. Only these rulers, who have wisdom and virtue, can ensure the state is just and
well-governed.

Example: Just like a doctor, who knows what is best for a patient's health, the philosopher-
king knows what is best for society.
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2. The Warrior Class

The warriors are responsible for protecting the state. They must be brave and disciplined,
but also wise enough to follow the philosopher-kings. They ensure that the state's laws and
rules are enforced and that the state is protected from external threats. They should not be
driven by personal desires or wealth.

Example: Like soldiers who defend a country, warriors protect the state from harm.
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3. The Producer Class

The producers are the workers, farmers, and artisans whaprovide the goods and services
necessary for the state’s survival. Plato believes thatthese‘individuals should focus on their
specific tasks, as their work is essential for the propenfunctioning of the state.

Example: A farmer grows food, and a‘eraftsman‘builds tools, both contributing to the state's
prosperity.
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Qualitiessofithe Ruling Class
The ruling class,or philosopher-kings, must have several important qualities:

e Wisdom: They must understand the truth and what is best for the state.

e Virtue: They should be morally upright, without personal selfishness.

¢ Justice: They must work for the benefit of all, not for personal gain.

o Knowledge: They should have a deep understanding of the world and human nature.

Qualities of the Ruling Class
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In summary, Plato’s ideal state is one where each class performs its role, and the
philosopher-king rules wisely, ensuring justice and harmony.
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2. Discuss J.S. Mill’s justification for equal rights for women.
J.S. Mill’s Justification for Equal Rights for Women

John Stuart Mill, a famous philosopher, strongly advocated for equal rights for women,
especially in his work The Subjection of Women.'He'believed that society would be better if
women were given the same rights and opportunities as'men. Milbargued that the social
and legal inequalities women faced were not based on‘any natural difference but were the
result of historical and social customs:
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1. Women’s Capacity for Reason and Progress

Mill@argued that women, are just as capable of reasoning and making important decisions as
men. He believed that both men and women have the ability to contribute equally to
society if givenithe'same opportunities. The belief that women were intellectually inferior to
men, according to Mill, was a stereotype with no real basis.

Example: Just as men are capable of excelling in education and careers, women can also
achieve greatness if allowed to do so.
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2. The Harm of Gender Inequality

Mill also pointed out that gender inequality harms not just women but society as a whole.
By restricting women’s rights, society limits its potential. He argued that when half of the
population is denied opportunities, the entire society loses out on their talents,
contributions, and ideas.

Example: If only half of the population is allowed to work, the whole nation’s growth is
limited, as the talents of the other half are wasted.
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3. Women's Rights as a Natural Extension©f Human Rights

Mill argued that women'’s rights are a natural extension of basic human rights. He believed
that the same principles that apply te;men—such asfreedom, equality, and the right to
pursue happiness—should also apply to.womenaDenying women these rights was not just
unfair; it was against the very idea of justice.

Example: Just as men haveithe rightte.vote and participate in politics, women should have
the same right, as both ‘are equally‘human.
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Conclusion

In conclusion, J.S. Mill argued that the social and legal inequality faced by women was unjust
and harmful to society. He believed that granting equal rights to women would lead to a
better, more prosperous society where both men and women could contribute fully.
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