MASTER OF ARTS (POLITICAL SCIENCE) (MPS)

Term-End Examination December, 2024
MPSE-003: WESTERN POLITICAL THOUGHT (From Plato to Marx)

Most Important Previous Year Questions with Answers

Evaluate Plato’s theory of justice.
Who is Plato?

Plato was an ancient Greek philosopher, born around 428—-427 BCE, who was a
student of Socrates and teacher to Aristotle. He is widely regarded as one of
the most important figures in Western philosophy. Plato founded the Academy
in Athens, one of the first institutions of higher learning in the Western world.
His works, particularly "The Republic," deal with justice, politics, ethics, and the
nature of knowledge.
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Plato’s Theory of Justice

Plato’s theory of justice is most famously outlined in his work The Republic. He
defines justice as the harmonious structure of society, where everyone plays
their role according to their abilities and nature. Justice, according to Plato, is
when each individual and class (rulers, warriors, and producers) does their own
work without interfering in others' roles.
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The Three Classes of Society
In The Republic, Plato divides society into three classes:

1. Rulers (Philosopher-Kings): The wisest individuals, responsible for
making decisions for the good of all.

2. Warriors (Guardians): Protectors of the state, responsible for defending
and maintaining order.

3. Producers (Workers): People who provide for the basic needs of society,
such as farmers, artisans, and merchants.
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The Concept of Justice

For Plato, justice occurs when each class performs its function without
interfering with the others. He believed that when rulers are wise, warriors are
courageous, and producers are industrious, justice prevails in the state. A just



society is achieved when individuals fulfill their roles naturally and contribute
to the whole.

=T D STYUROT

el & forg, =amg ad gidT § 56 U avf g1 YT AT € ot ekl &
&TH H g8y foru | I fayra foran fob o1a I JfgA M 81d §, Algl
el Bld ©, 3R IdIGH He-dI §id &, ol I H Y gl 8 | Teb grayuf
JHTS dd U 81T § Ofd safad WrHIfae U S0+t YiHaTsfi &1 AT §
3R N AT H AT FRd § |

The Philosopher-King and Wisdom

Plato emphasized that the rulers of a just society should be philosopher-kings,
as they possess the wisdom necessary to govern justly. Only those who
understand the true nature of justice, knowledge, and reality are fit to rule.
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Criticism of Plato's Theory of Justice

Plato’s theory has been criticized for being overly idealistic and authoritarian.
Critics argue that his vision of a rigidly structured society limits personal
freedoms and individual choice. Additionally, the idea of philosopher-kings has
been challenged for being unrealistic, as it assumes that only a select few can
govern justly.
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Examine Edmund Burke’s criticism of French Revolution.

Edmund Burke, an Irish statesman and philosopher, is best known for his
strong critique of the French Revolution, expressed in his work Reflections on
the Revolution in France (1790). He argued that the French Revolution was a
dangerous and irrational break from tradition and order, and he offered a
defense of gradual reform over radical change.

The French Revolution was a period of social, political, and economic upheaval
in France that began in 1789 and lasted until 1799. It led to the overthrow of
the monarchy, the establishment of a republic, and the eventual rise of
Napoleon Bonaparte. The revolution was driven by the desire for equality,
liberty, and fraternity, challenging the existing feudal system, absolute
monarchy, and the privileges of the aristocracy and clergy. It brought
significant changes to French society, including the Declaration of the Rights of
Man and Citizen, and inspired revolutionary movements worldwide.
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Below are the key points of Burke’s criticism:
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1. Rejection of Revolutionary Ideals

Burke criticized the French Revolution’s idealistic principles of liberty, equality,
and fraternity. He believed that such ideals were abstract and disconnected
from the realities of human society. According to Burke, these ideals led to
chaos, violence, and the destruction of established institutions.
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2. The Importance of Tradition and Established Institutions

Burke argued that society should be built upon a foundation of tradition,
established institutions, and gradual reform. He believed that change should
be slow and organic, as traditions carry the wisdom of previous generations
and maintain social stability.
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3. The Dangers of Radical Change

Burke strongly opposed the radical changes brought by the French Revolution,
such as the abolition of the monarchy, the church, and aristocracy. He believed
that such abrupt and violent changes would lead to instability, anarchy, and
the loss of order in society.
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4. Support for a Constitutional Monarchy

Burke was a supporter of constitutional monarchy, believing that the British
monarchy, with its established traditions and checks on power, provided a
balanced form of government. He viewed this as a preferable alternative to the
radical republicanism of the French Revolution.
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6. The Role of the Aristocracy



Burke defended the role of the aristocracy in society, viewing them as a
stabilizing force. He argued that the aristocracy provided leadership,
experience, and wisdom that were necessary for the proper functioning of
government and society.
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3. Briefly describe St. Augustine’s views on state, property and slavery.
St. Augustine's Views on State, Property, and Slavery

St. Augustine, a prominent Christian philosopher and theologian of the 4th and
5th centuries, discussed political and social issues in his work The City of God.
His views on the state, property, and slavery were influenced by Christian
theology and the teachings of the Church. Here are the key points of his views:
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1. Views on the State

Augustine believed that the state was a necessary institution for maintaining
peace and order in a fallen world. He saw the earthly state as a temporary and
imperfect entity that should work in harmony with God's divine plan. The
state's purpose, in his view, was to restrain evil and maintain justice.
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2. Views on Property

St. Augustine viewed property as a natural right that is granted by God, but he
also emphasized that it should be used responsibly. He believed that material
possessions should not be the ultimate goal of life and should be shared with
others in charity. For Augustine, wealth was a tool to promote the common
good, not an end in itself.
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3. Views on Slavery

St. Augustine's views on slavery were shaped by the social norms of his time,
where slavery was an accepted institution. However, Augustine believed that
slavery was a result of sin and human fallibility. He argued that slavery should
be seen as a temporary condition, and Christians were encouraged to treat
slaves with dignity and compassion, as all people were equal in the eyes of
God.
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4. The Ideal State and Christian Governance

St. Augustine believed that the ideal state should reflect Christian principles.
While he acknowledged the necessity of political authority, he argued that the
true, eternal state was the "City of God," where justice, peace, and divine will
prevailed. He advocated for a government that ruled with Christian values,
though he did not demand theocratic rule.
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