INDIA AND THE WORLD,

IMPORTANT QUESTIONS FOR EXAM

Explain Non-alignment and Nehruvian consensus.
Non-Alignment (T[c-f-IRU&fT)

Concept

Non-Alignment is a foreign policy approach where a country.doesinotialign
itself with any major power bloc, especially during the Cold\War,between the
U.S. and the Soviet Union.
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Objective

The main goal was to maintain natienal'sovereignty and independence in
international relations withoutaligning,with'the military or ideological
positions of the superpowers.
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Foundation

ThedNon-Aligned Movement (NAM) was founded in 1961, largely inspired by
leaders like Jawaharlal Nehru, Gamal Abdel Nasser, and Josip Broz Tito.
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Principles

NAM emphasized peaceful coexistence, respect for sovereignty, and non-
intervention in the internal matters of other countries.
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Impact on India

By adopting Non-Alignment, India avoided military alliances, allowing it to
focus on economic development and play a mediating role in international
conflicts.
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Nehruvian Consensus (ﬁsi?\alél Wﬁ)

Definition

The Nehruvian Consensus refers to a set of political and eeconemic principles
established by India’s first Prime Minister, Jawaharlal Nehru,to shape India’s
democracy and economic policy.
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Key Principles

It includes principlestsuch as'‘demogratic'socialism, secularism, non-alignment,
and a mixed economy toyachievesocial and economic progress.
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Economic Palicy
Nehru promoteda mixed economy where both the public and private sectors
coexisted, with a focus on industrialization and self-reliance.
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Foreign Policy

Nehru's foreign policy was rooted in non-alignment, allowing India to pursue
an independent foreign policy while maintaining friendly relations with all
countries.
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Social Harmony

Nehru emphasized secularism and unity in diversity, promoting an inclusive
society where different religions and cultures coexisted peacefully.
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Long-Term Influence

The Nehruvian Consensus influenced India’s policies for de€ades, creating a
foundation for India's democratic and economic institutions.
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Why is Kashmir so important in India-Pakistan relations ?

Historical Background

Kashmir was a princely state during British rule. After independence in 1947,
both India and Pakistah.claimed it. The conflict started when Pakistan-
supported tribesmen‘invaded Kashmir, leading to its Maharaja signing an
Instrumentief Accession to India.

YfoeTRie gy Ui

HYR fofex =M= & SR T Rama 4Tl 1947 H W9d=d1 & 916, HR 3iR
OTfeh ™ &l - 39 TR g1aT fhar | uy dd Y& g3 5Id Ul 9qfda
FHaldl § HIHR TR HHU [HdT, oTTH ARSI A HRd & 91y [dag Ta R
geR fbul

Geostrategic Location

Kashmir’s location is strategically significant, sharing borders with India,
Pakistan, and China. Control over Kashmir offers strategic military advantages,
especially in high-altitude warfare and border security.
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Water Resources

The Indus River and its tributaries flow through the region of Kashmir, making
it vital for water resources. Both India and Pakistan rely heavily on these rivers
for agriculture and power, adding to the region's importance.
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Cultural and Religious Ties

Kashmir has a Muslim-majority population, which®Pakistan claims aligns with
its identity as an Islamic state. This has led Pakistan to assert that Kashmir
should be part of its territory, causing tensions with India, which is secular.
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Security Concerns

Thedndia-Pakistanivalry over Kashmir has led to military conflicts,
insurgencies,iand terrorist activities. Both countries maintain a strong military
presence in the region, impacting regional stability.
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National Identity and Pride

For India, Kashmir is an integral part of its territory, reinforcing its secular and
pluralistic identity. For Pakistan, it symbolizes the unfulfilled aspiration of a
Muslim-majority region joining an Islamic state.
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Impact on Diplomatic Relations

Kashmir remains the core issue in India-Pakistan diplomatic relations, often
hindering peace talks and cooperation efforts. It also influences both countries’
relations with global powers and regional alliances.
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How did India’s economic status dictate its foreign policy options ?

Post-Independence Economic Constraints

After independence, India faced econamic challenges with limited resources, a
largely agrarian econemy, @nd'widespread poverty. These constraints shaped
India’s focus on non-alignment, aiming to avoid costly alliances that could
strain the economy!
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Non-Alignment and Economic Independence

India’s focus on non-alignment allowed it to maintain independence in foreign
policy and receive aid from both the West and the USSR. This strategy provided
India with economic support from various sources, without binding itself to
any superpower.
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Mixed Economy and Foreign Relations

Adopting a mixed economy, India balanced state-led development with limited
private sector growth. This model influenced India’s foreign policy to focus on
self-reliance, preferring economic partnerships that promoted technological
transfer and industrialization.
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Economic Liberalization and Strategic Allianees

In the 1990s, economic liberalization transformedindia’s foreign policy, as it
became more open to global trade and'investment. This shift led to stronger
economic and strategic alliances, espeeially with the U.S. and East Asian
economies, to accelerate growth.
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Energy Needs,andiMiddle East Relations

As India’s economy grew, its energy demands increased, leading to stronger
ties with Middle Eastern countries for oil imports. This economic necessity
influenced India’s foreign policy to maintain neutrality in Middle Eastern
conflicts to secure energy supplies.
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Global Economic Integration and Multilateralism

India’s growing integration into the global economy led to a shift towards
multilateral diplomacy, engaging actively with organizations like the WTO and
BRICS. This helped India secure favorable trade terms and promote its
development interests.

Ay snffer Taieor 3R Sguedre

Iy srfoaaRur & YRA & Tgd Thihu A SgUeld He-ifa & 3k o
e foras wro 3R foat S TiTe-t o I1Y Afehg Wit &1 T8 | 599
HRA P AIHd AR d STRIA B3 3R 30+ [IH fad Bl serar ¢4 o
Hee et

Economic Power and Global Influence

With its rising economic status, India expandédiits foreign policy to include
global leadership roles, such as climate action and'development partnerships
with Africa. Economic growth enabled India to,pursueia more assertive foreign
policy on the world stage.
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