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India’s worldview is shaped by its historical legacy, culturabdivegsity, and strategic interests.

1. Non-alignment and Strategic Autonomy India’s policy of non-alignment was
clearly demonstrated during the ColdWar when itehosenot to align with either
the United States or the Soviet Union. Even inthe present day, India remains
committed to strategic autonomy, often opting for independent positions in
international issues, such as its stance on the Russia-Ukraine conflict, where
India has emphasized dialogue afid peaceful resolution instead of taking sides.
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2. Econemic.Growth and Global Integration India’s participation in global
economic'organizations, such as the World Trade Organization (WTO), and its
growing trade relations with countries across the world, including the United
States, China,’and the European Union, showcase its commitment to economic
integration. India is also a member of the BRICS group, which aims to promote
cooperation'among emerging economies.
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3. Peaceful Coexistence and Regional Stability Despite the ongoing tensions with
Pakistan, India has consistently pushed for dialogue and cooperation in the
region, including hosting the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation
(SAARC) summits. India's engagement with countries in the Indian Ocean Region
and its “Act East” policy also demonstrate its commitment to regional stability
and cooperation.
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4. Climate Change and Sustainability India’s role in the Paris Climate Agreement
reflects its commitment to addressing climate change. India pledged to reduce
carbon emissions while promoting renewable energy and sustainable
development. India’s leadership in the International Solar Alliance (ISA) is also a
significant step in global efforts to combat climate change.
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5. Cultural Diplomacy and Soft Power India‘uses itsicultural heritage as a form of
soft power to enhance its global standing. Foriinstance; theijpromotion of yoga
worldwide, as well as the celebration of Indian festivals like Diwali and Holi
abroad, helps to build cultural connections. India also‘engages in cultural
exchange programs and has launched initiatives like the "Namaste Trump" event
to strengthen ties with othég countries.
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6. FocusenGlobalSecurity India is deeply concerned about global security issues,
especially terrosism;muclear proliferation, and maritime security. It has
consistentlyiadvocated for stronger international cooperation to combat
terrorism, as seen in its push for a global convention on terrorism. Additionally,
India’s aetive participation in peacekeeping missions under the United Nations
showcases its commitment to global security.
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The growing influence of the Prime Minister's Office (PMO) in India's foreign policy-
making is a significant trend in recent years.

Several factors contribute to this shift, which can be outlined as follows:

1. Centralization of Decision-Making Under the leadership of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, the PMO has become a central hub for foreign policy decision-
making. The PMO has taken on a more prominent role inshapingindia’s foreign
relations, with the Prime Minister himself playing a crucial'tele in key diplomatic
decisions.
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2. Increased Role of Personal Diplomacy Prime Minister Modi has been actively
involved in personal diplomacy, conducting high-profile visits to other countries
and engaging directly with world leaders. The,PMO'has been instrumental in
coordinating these efforts and ensuring that theidiplomatic goals are aligned
with India’s strategic interests:
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3. Streamlined'Communication and Coordination The PMO has streamlined
communicationbetween various arms of the government, including the Ministry
of External Affairs (MEA), intelligence agencies, and defense services. This
centralized coordination ensures that foreign policy is more aligned and
responsive to changing global dynamics.
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4. Expansion of Strategic Partnerships India's foreign policy has seen a shift
towards stronger strategic partnerships, particularly with countries like the
United States, Japan, and Israel. The PMO has played a leading role in driving
these partnerships, coordinating efforts to enhance defense, trade, and
diplomatic relations.
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5. Increased Engagement in Multilateral Forums The PMO has significantly
boosted India’s participation in global multilateral forums like the United
Nations, G20, and BRICS. Under the guidance of the PMO, India has strengthened
its position in these forums, pushing for reforms in global governance and
increasing its global influence.
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India’s foreign policy towards South Asiamnationsis deeply rooted in historical, cultural, and
geopolitical considerations.

India plays a central role‘in the region, aiming to promote peace, stability, and economic
cooperation.

1. India-Pakistan Relations India's relationship with Pakistan is complex, marked
by historical conflicts, territorial disputes (especially over Kashmir), and security
concerns: Despite theseé challenges, India has often sought dialogue and peace.
However, eross-berder terrorism and militant activities remain significant
hurdles. Indiaisupports a peaceful resolution of the Kashmir issue but
emphasizes bilateral talks rather than international mediation.
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2. India-Bangladesh Relations India has a strong and friendly relationship with
Bangladesh, which has seen significant improvement in recent years. Both
countries share deep cultural and historical ties. India supported Bangladesh’s
independence in 1971, and since then, the relationship has evolved positively.
India has assisted Bangladesh in areas like trade, energy, and infrastructure.
However, issues like border security and migration remain areas of concern.
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3. India-Nepal Relations India shares a special relationship with Nepal,
characterized by historical, cultural, and religious ties. However, in recent years,
tensions have arisen over border disputes, particularly the Kalapani region. India
remains committed to Nepal's sovereignty but continues to assert its interests in
the region. Economic cooperation, trade, and connectivity are key aspects of this
relationship.
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4. India-Sri Lanka Relations India maintains friendlyirelations with Sri Lanka,
with cooperation in areas such as trade, defense, and regional security. The
Tamil issue, however, has been a sensitive point, particularly concerning the Sri
Lankan Tamil population. India has advocated for the rights of the Tamil
minority and has supported post-civil war reconciliation efforts. Trade and
maritime security are also kéy areas of‘coeperation.
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5. India-Myanmar Relations India views Myanmar as an important neighbor with
which it'shakes borders, security concerns, and economic ties. India has engaged
with Myanmarithrough initiatives like the “Act East” policy, which focuses on
enhancing ties with Southeast Asia. However, the political situation in Myanmar,
particularlythe military coup in 2021, has created challenges for India’s
engagement, though India has continued to maintain its strategic interests in the
region.
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6. India-Maldives Relations India’s relationship with the Maldives is primarily
focused on security, defense cooperation, and maritime concerns. India has
supported the Maldives’ political stability and democracy, and both countries



have cooperated in areas such as tourism, trade, and infrastructure. The
relationship has faced ups and downs, especially with political changes in the
Maldives, but India remains committed to its role in ensuring the stability of the
Indian Ocean region.
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The environment vs. development debate revolves@around the tensien between
promoting economic growth and development on onethandyandiensuring the
protection and sustainability of the environment on the other:.

This debate is central to global policy-making andihas'significant implications for
countries, especially in the context of devel@ping nations like India.

1. Economic Growth and Resource Utilization Development typically involves
the utilization of natural resources\for industrialization, infrastructure, and
agriculture. Countries often prioritize,growth through resource-intensive
projects, such as'mining, deforestation, and large-scale farming, which may lead
to environmental degradationysuch as loss of biodiversity, air and water
pollution, and land, erosion.
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2. Sustainable Development Sustainable development is a key concept in
addressing this debate, advocating for growth that meets the needs of the
present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their
own needs. This approach encourages the use of clean technologies, renewable
energy sources, and eco-friendly practices, balancing economic growth with
environmental protection.
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3. Climate Change and Environmental Responsibility The growing threat of
climate change has heightened the debate, as industrialization and high carbon
emissions are leading to global warming, extreme weather events, and rising sea
levels. Countries are now being pressured to adopt cleaner energy sources and
reduce emissions. The challenge lies in achieving development while simultaneously
addressing climate change through international agreements like the Paris
Agreement.
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4. Technological Innovation and Green Development Technelogicalinnovation
plays a crucial role in reconciling development with environmentalprotection.
Green technologies, such as solar power, wind energypandielectric vehicles, offer a
path toward sustainable development. Investmentsjin research and development of
clean technologies are critical in reducing'the environmental impact of development
while ensuring economic growth.
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The National Security Council (NSC) is an important body in India that helps manage
the country’sisecurityydefense, and foreign relations. It was formed in 1998 to bring
together different parts of the government to make decisions about national security.

1. Whatis the NSC and How is it Structured? The NSC is a high-level body that
helps'make decisions related to India’s security. It includes three main parts:

o Strategic Policy Group (SPG): This group makes policies about India’s
security and defense.

o National Security Advisory Board (NSAB): This group gives advice on
security matters based on experts' opinions.

o Intelligence Coordination Committee (ICC): This group ensures all
intelligence agencies work together and share information.
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Main Work of the NSC

o Making Security Policies: The NSC makes important policies related to
India’s defense, internal security, and how to deal with threats from other
countries.

o Decision Making in Crises: In case of any security issue or crisis, like a
war or terror attack, the NSC helps the governmentimake quick decisions.

o Coordinating Between Agencies: The NSC makes sure thatallithe
security agencies like the military, police, and intelligence,agencies work
together.
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Who Leads the NSC? The PrimeMinister is the head of the NSC, and he is
advised by the National Security Advisor (NSA). Other important members
include the Defense Minister; Home Minister, Foreign Minister, and senior
officials from the armed forces and intelligence agencies.
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4. National Security Strategy (NSS) The NSC helps create the National Security

Strategy (NSS), which is a plan that explains the country’s security concerns,
including threats from inside and outside the country. This plan is updated
regularly as the security situation changes.
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5.

Handling Security Crises In times of war or serious security threats, the NSC
ensures that the government takes the right steps quickly. For example, during
attacks like the 2001 Parliament attack or the 26 /11 Mumbai attacks, the NSC
was actively involved in managing the situation.
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6. Defense and Nuclear Policies The NSC also decides on important issues like
India’s defense policy and nuclear policy. This includes how India will use its
nuclear weapons for protection, and how to prevent the spread of nuclear
weapons to other countries.
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