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MPS-004: COMPARATIVE POLITICS

ANSWERS IN HINDI AND ENGLISH BOTH.

Trace the evolution of Human Rights in the 20th century.

1. Swaraj and Independence Movements (20th Century)
The early 20th century saw the emergence of powerfulindependence
movements in countries under colonial rule. The Indian independence
struggle, led by figures like Mahatma Gandhiand Jawaharlal Nehru,
advocated for self-rule and the end of British.colonial domination.

Similar movements occurred in Africa and Asia, such as the Algerian War
of Independence (1954=1962) against France and the struggle for
independence in Vietnam led by'Ho Chi Minh. These movements were
based on the principle that all people had the right to self-
determination.
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2. Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948)
In 1948, the United Nations adopted the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, which was a major step in formalizing the protection of human
rights worldwide.

The Declaration laid out fundamental freedoms such as the right to life,
liberty, education, work, and freedom of expression, regardless of
nationality, race, or religion. This document is the foundation for many
international human rights laws and has been instrumentalin promoting
human dignity across the globe.
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3. Civil Rights Movement (1950s-1960s)
The Civil Rights Movement in the United States, led by leaders like
Martin Luther Kingdr., sought to end racial segregation and

discrimination against African Americans.

The movement gained momentum through peaceful protests, legal
challenges, and significant events like the 1963 March on Washington,
where King delivered his famous "I Have a Dream" speech.

The result was landmark legislation, including the Civil Rights Act of 1964
and the Voting Rights Act of 1965, which outlawed discrimination in
public places, schools, and employment, and protected the voting rights
of African Americans.
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. End of Apartheid in South Africa (1990s)
Apartheid was a system of institutionalized racial segregation in South

Africa, which denied black South Africans basic rights, including the right
to vote and access to education and healthcare.

The struggle against apartheid was led by Nelson Mandela and the
African National Congress (ANC). After decades of resistance, the system
was dismantled in 1991, and Mandela was released from prison. In 1994,
South Africa held its first democratic elections, and Mandela became the
country's first black president, symbolizing a monumental victory for
human rights and racial equality.
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. International Treaties and Conventions

The 20th century saw the adoption of various international treaties
aimed at protecting human rights. The International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights (1966) and the International Covenant on Economic,
Social, and Cultural Rights (1966) laid down essential human rights
standards. These treaties focused on civil liberties, political participation,
economic equality, and cultural rights.

The Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination
(1965) was another important agreement that. committed nations to
combat racial discrimination globally.
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. Globalization and Human Rights Advocacy

With the rise of globalization in the late 20th and early 21st centuries,
human rights issues became more interconnected across borders. Global
NGOs like Amnesty International and Human Rights Watch began
working internationally to address issues such as child labor, women's
rights, and refugee protection. The expansion of the internet and social
media has also played a crucial role in raising awareness about human



rights violations, helping to mobilize support and advocate for justice on
a global scale.
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Define Human Development and discuss its core areas of concern.

Human Development

Human Development refers to the process of improving the well-being and
quality of life of individuals by expanding their capabilities and freedomes. It
emphasizes the development of human potential and seeks to create
opportunities for people to lead fulfilling lives. The concept, popularized by the
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), moves beyond economic
growth to include aspects such as education, health, social justice, and
environmental sustainability. Human development focuses on enhancing
people’s ability to make choices, access resources, and live with dignity.
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Core Areas of Concern

1. Health and Well-being
One of the most fundamental aspects of human development is
improving health and ensuring that all individuals have access to quality
healthcare. This includes reducing mortality rates, increasing life
expectancy, and addressing issues like malnutrition, infectious diseases,
and access to clean water and sanitation. Ensuring good health allows
individuals to live productive and fulfilling lives.
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2. Education and Knowledge
Education plays a central role in human development. Access to quality
education empowers individuals with the knowledge and skills they need
to improve their lives and contribute to society. A strong education
system alsofosters social mobility, reducing inequality and promoting
sustainable development by giving individuals the tools they need to
succeed in life.
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. Economic Opportunities and Employment

Human development emphasizes economic opportunities for all
individuals, ensuring they have access to decent work, fair wages, and
the ability to improve their standard of living. Economic stability allows
people to support themselves and their families, contributing to a more
equitable and prosperous society.
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. Gender Equality and Empowerment

Ensuring equality between men and women is crucial for human
development. Gender equality enables women and men to have equal
access to opportunities, resources, and rights. Promoting women's
empowerment through access to education, healthcare, and economic
opportunities plays a critical role in enhancing human development by
reducing gender disparities.
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. Social Justice and Equity

Human development is closely linked to social justice, which ensures



that all individuals, regardless of their background, have access to equal
rights, opportunities, and resources. It focuses on reducing inequalities
related to caste, race, ethnicity, and social status, thereby creating a
more just and equitable society. Efforts to address poverty and provide
social protection are central to this area of concern.
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. Environmental Sustainability

Sustainable development, which includes environmental sustainability, is
a key area in human development. It involves protecting the
environment for future generations, addressing climate change,
promoting renewable energy, and ensuring sustainable resource use.
Human development cannot thrive without a healthy planet, as
environmental degradation affects health, livelihoods, and future
prospects.
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LINK OF OTHER PARTS IS IN DESCRIPTION






