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TOPIC:1  

Characteristics of Civil Society and its Relation with the State 

Civil society is an important part of a healthy democracy, helping to shape 
government policies, promote justice, and keep the government accountable. 
It consists of organizations, groups, and movements that are not controlled by 
the government or businesses. Civil society includes NGOs, community groups, 
cultural associations, and social movements. The relationship between civil 
society and the state can be both cooperative and challenging, depending on 
the situation. 
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1. Voluntary Participation 

 Civil Society: 
Civil society is based on voluntary participation, where people freely 
choose to join groups or organizations that match their interests and 
beliefs. These groups are formed by people who share common goals 
and want to work together to achieve them. 

 Relation with the State: 
Civil society can sometimes challenge the state when people organize 
movements or protests to demand changes. When the state is not 



 

 

fulfilling its responsibilities, civil society often steps in to raise awareness 
and hold the government accountable. 
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2. Diversity and Pluralism 

 Civil Society: 
Civil society includes many different types of groups, such as political 
parties, cultural organizations, religious groups, and social movements. 
This diversity allows for many different views and interests to be 
represented in society. 

 Relation with the State: 
The diversity in civil society can sometimes cause conflicts with the 
state. The state may have to deal with different groups with different 
opinions, and some civil society groups may demand changes that 
challenge the government. However, a good democracy should listen to 
all of these different voices. 
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3. Accountability and Advocacy 

 Civil Society: 
Civil society plays a major role in holding the government accountable. It 
does this by raising awareness about important issues, organizing 
protests, and pressuring the government to do the right thing. Civil 
society helps make sure that the government listens to the people. 

 Relation with the State: 
The relationship between civil society and the state can sometimes be 
tense. Civil society groups often criticize the government and demand 
transparency and justice. While the government might feel pressure 
from these groups, it can also work with civil society to improve policies 
and services. 
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4. Autonomy 

 Civil Society: 
Civil society operates independently of the government and businesses. 
This independence allows it to act as a counterbalance to the power of 
the state. Civil society can speak out against government actions, 
especially when it feels that people’s rights are being ignored or 
violated. 



 

 

 Relation with the State: 
The independence of civil society can sometimes lead to conflict with 
the state. Governments may try to limit the power and freedom of civil 
society groups, especially those that oppose government policies. 
However, a strong civil society is necessary to keep the state in check 
and protect the rights of citizens. 
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TOPIC: 2 

Liberal Approach to Nationalism 

 Emphasis on Individual Rights and Freedom: 
The liberal approach to nationalism focuses on individual rights, 
freedoms, and equality. It views nationalism as a natural force that 
promotes liberty and democratic values. Nationalism, from a liberal 
perspective, is seen as a way for individuals within a nation to secure 
their rights and participate in the democratic process. 

 Role of the State: 
Liberals believe that the state should protect the rights of individuals 
and promote the well-being of all its citizens. The state is seen as a 
neutral entity that ensures equality before the law, and nationalism is 



 

 

seen as a way to unite people under a shared sense of identity and 
citizenship. 

 Inclusive Nationalism: 
The liberal approach is often inclusive, emphasizing the idea that a 
nation is defined by its democratic institutions and commitment to the 
rights of all individuals, regardless of ethnicity, religion, or social 
background. 
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Marxist Approach to Nationalism 

 Focus on Class Struggle: 
The Marxist approach views nationalism through the lens of class 
struggle. Marxists argue that nationalism is often used as a tool by the 
ruling class to distract and divide the working class. Nationalism, in this 
view, is seen as a way to promote the interests of the capitalist or ruling 
elite while keeping the working class focused on issues of national 
identity rather than class-based issues. 

 Oppression and National Liberation: 
While Marxists acknowledge that nationalism can be a tool of 



 

 

oppression, they also recognize its potential for national liberation, 
especially in colonized or oppressed regions. In such cases, Marxists 
argue that nationalism can serve as a means of resisting imperialism and 
promoting the rights of the oppressed working class. 

 Economic Base and Superstructure: 
Marxists emphasize the relationship between the economic base and 
the superstructure in the study of nationalism. They argue that national 
identity is shaped by the economic system in place and that nationalism 
is a product of the economic base, influenced by the interests of the 
ruling class. 
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Comparison of Liberal and Marxist Approaches to Nationalism 

 Views on the State: 
Liberals see the state as a neutral entity that protects individual rights 
and promotes democracy. Marxists, on the other hand, view the state as 
an instrument of the ruling class, used to maintain control and suppress 
the working class. 



 

 

 Role of Nationalism: 
Liberals believe that nationalism can unite people and promote 
democratic values, while Marxists argue that nationalism is often 
manipulated to maintain class divisions and the power of the capitalist 
elite. However, Marxists also acknowledge that nationalism can be a tool 
for resistance in oppressed societies. 

 Inclusivity vs. Class Struggle: 
Liberal nationalism tends to be inclusive, focusing on the idea of equal 
rights for all people, regardless of background. Marxist nationalism, 
however, emphasizes the struggle of the working class and views 
nationalism as a tool for class struggle, often used to unite workers 
against the capitalist class. 
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