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1. Analyse the contribution of comparative politicsto thestudy of
Political Science.
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Comparative politics has contributed alot to the overall study of political
science.

It has helped in understanding different political systems, developing
political theories, and analyzing political behavior across the world.
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Deyelopment of Rolitical Theories

Comparative politics has helped in creating and refining political theories,
which explain how societies govern themselves. These theories, such as
modernization and dependency theories, help us understand how political
systems evolve over time.

AT XTSI = TSTHITAD RIgidl b & 3R URA & Aee $i g, 51l I8
U & fob JHTST 30 34 DI o] ARG HRd ¢ | A Rigia, o fos
MYFDHIHR R R Rigia, g4 g THe- H Hag oRd g [ eI
TOTITRrAT THT & W1 Y faHRId gic 8 |




Example: Modernization theory suggests that as countries become more
economically developed, they also tend to become more democratic. By
comparing countries like the U.S. and India, we can see how economic
growth can lead to democratic reforms.
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Study of Political Institutions

Comparative politics studies the role of different political institutions (like
parliaments, courts, and presidents). By comparing them, we learn how
these institutions work in different countries and what makes them
successful or not.
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Example: The comparison between the presidential system of the United
States and the parliamentary system of the United Kingdom shows how
the structure of government affects policy-making. In the U.S,, the president
has significant executive power, while in the UK, the prime minister is
accountable to the parliament.
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Understanding Political Systems and Regimes

Comparative politics helps us understand different types of political
systems (like democracies and dictatorships) and how they function. By
comparing systems, we can learn why some countries are stable while
others face political problems.
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Example: By comparing the political systems of the United States (a
democracy) and North Korea (a dictatorship), we can learn how different
systems affect the rights of citizens, political stability, and international
relations.
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Role of Political Culture and Behavior

Comparative politics helps us understand how political behavior (like
voting or protesting) varies in different countries. It looks at factors like
culture, education, and economic status that influence how people engage
in politics.
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Example: In the U.S., voting behavior can be strongly influenced by factors
like race, income, and education, while in India, caste and religion play a
major role in shaping political participation.
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2. Discuss the concept of dependency as an explanatory tool for the
phenomenon of under- development.
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The dependency theory is a concept that explains the phenomenon of
underdevelopment in many countries, particularly in the Global South. It
suggests that the underdevelopment of these countries is not due to their
internal failures, but because they have been historically exploited by more
developed, wealthier nations. These developed nations, mostly in the
Global North, have created economic and political systems that keep poorer
countries dependent on them, leading to the perpetuation of poverty and
underdevelopment.
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1. Historical Exploitation
Dependency theory argues that the historical relationships between
wealthy and poor nations, especially through colonization, have led
to a system of unequal exchange. Wealthy countries exploited the
resources of poorer countries, which led to their economic
underdevelopment.

Example: During the colonial period, European powers like Britain and
France exploited resources from African and Asian colonies, such as raw
materials, while leaving the colonies with weak economies and poor
infrastructure.
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2. Global Economic System and Dependency
According to dependency theory, the global economic system is
structured in a way that benefits wealthy countries and keeps poorer
nations in a dependent position. Poor countries supply raw materials,
labor, and cheap goods to the rich countries but are kept in a cycle of
low-value production and poverty.

Example: Many African countries continue to export raw materials like oil,
minerals, and agricultural products to developed nations, while these
nations remain dependent on foreign goods and technology for their
development.
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In conclusion, dependency theory provides an important explanation for
the phenomenon of underdevelopment. It argues that underdevelopment is
not a natural state of these countries, but the result of historical

exploitation, unequal exchanges, and external control. By understanding
dependency, we can better address the challenges of poverty and
inequality in the Global South.
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GANDHIAN PERSPECTIVE OF STATE

Self-reliance (Swadeshi)



« Gandhi emphasized the importance of self-reliance, both at the
individual and national levels. He believed that people should be
economically independent to reduce the need for a strong state.
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State as a Necessary Evil

« Gandhi viewed the state as a necessary evil rather.than something
inherently good. He believed that in the absence of self-rule/(swaraj),
the state was required to maintain order.
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Non-violence (Ahimsa) as the Foundation ef the State

« For Gandhi, non-violence (ahimsa) was the foundation of any social
and political system. He believed that the state's power should be
based on loverand non-violence, not force.
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Decentralized Government

 Gandhi advocated for a decentralized form of government where
power rests in the hands of local communities (village republics). He
felt that this would lead to true self-governance.
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State Should Serve the People

o According to Gandhi, the role of the state is to serve the people and
ensure justice and equality for all, without discrimination.
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Minimal State

« Gandhi believed in a minimal state, which would only intervene in
matters where necessary. He felt that the ideal state should not be
overly powerful or oppressive.
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Examine the nature of ethnic movements andvarious strategies
adopted in that direction.

Ethnic movements are social movements that arise due to the shared
identity, culture, or experiences of a specific ethnic group.

These movements often seek to address issues of recognition, rights, and
autonomy.

Demand for, Recognition of Identity

o Ethnic movements often begin with the demand for the
recognition of a particular ethnic group’s unique identity,
culture, and history. This is important for preserving their
traditions and securing their place in society.
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2. Cultural Revival and Preservation
o These movements often focus on reviving and preserving their
ethnic culture, language, and customs. The aim is to prevent the
erosion of their identity due to external influences.
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3. Autonomy or Self-Determination
o A common strategy of ethnic movements is to seek political
autonomy or self-determination. This may involve demands for
a separate state or more control over local governance.
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4. Protests and Civil Disobedience

o Many ethnic movements employ protests, strikes, and civil
disobedience to draw attention to.their demands and challenge
the existing political structure.
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5. Non-Violent Resistance
o Inspired by leaders like Mahatma Gandhi, many ethnic
movements adopt non-violent resistance to push for their
demands. This includes peaceful marches, sit-ins, and boycotts.
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6. Political Negotiations

o Another strategy involves engaging in political negotiations
with the state to secure their demands. This might involve
dialogues, forming alliances, or participating in elections to
gain a voice in the political system.
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7. Violent Struggles or Armed Movements
o In some cases, ethnic groups resort to violent struggles or
armed movements when they feel that their demands are not
being addressed peacefully. These movements may seek to
achieve autonomy or independence through force.
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WRITE ABOUT PRESSURE GROUPS

Pressure groups are organized groups that seek to influence government
policies, decisions, and public opinion to serve their interests. They play a
vital role in the political system by representing specific causes-orsectors
of society.

1. Definition and Purpose

o A pressure group is an organization that tries to influence
political decisions, policies, and laws. They aim to advocate for
specific interests, such as environmental protection, labor
rights, or business interests.
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2. Types of Pressure Groups
o There are two main types of pressure groups: Interest groups,
which represent the specific interests of a group of people
(such as trade unions or business associations), and Cause
groups, which focus on a particular cause or issue (like
environmental or human rights groups).
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3. Methods of Influence
o Pressure groups use various methods to influence policies,
such as lobbying government officials, conducting public
campaigns, organizing protests, and using the media to
highlight their cause.
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4. Lobbying (ANY ATTEMP OF PRIVATE GROUP TO INFLUENCE
GOVERNMENT DECISIONS)

o

Lobbying is one of the most common and direct methods used
by pressure groups. It involves persuading politicians,
government officials, or other decision-makers to support their
interests.
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5. Public Campaigns and Protests
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To gain attention, pressure groups often organize public
campaigns, protests, or demonstrations. These help raise
awareness about specific issues and show public support or
opposition.
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6. Use of Media

o

Pressure groups effectively use mass media (TV, newspapers,
social media) to influence public opinion and put pressure on
decision-makers. Media campaigns can bring attention to their
causes on a larger scale.
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7. Legal'Actions

O

Some pressure groups take legal action to enforce their
demands. This could include filing lawsuits, challenging
unconstitutional laws, or seeking judicial intervention.
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8. Financial Support and Funding

o

Many pressure groups depend on donations, membership fees,
or external funding to support their activities. They use this



financial support to carry out research, organize events, and
promote their agenda.
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