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Democracy and Development 
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Important question and important topics 

For both hindi and english students 

Topic 1 

 

Judicial Review 
Judicial review is the power of courts to assess the constitutionality 
of legislative acts, executive actions, and administrative decisions. It 
is a crucial mechanism in maintaining the rule of law and ensuring 
that governmental actions conform to the constitution. 
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Significance of Judicial Review 
Protection of Fundamental Rights 
Judicial review ensures that fundamental rights of individuals are 
protected by invalidating laws and actions that infringe upon these 
rights. 
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Check on Legislative and Executive Powers 
It acts as a check on the powers of the legislature and the executive, 
preventing the abuse of power and arbitrary decision-making. 
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Upholding the Constitution 
Judicial review upholds the supremacy of the constitution by 
ensuring that all laws and governmental actions are in accordance 
with constitutional provisions. 
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Judicial Review in India 
In India, the concept of judicial review is enshrined in the 
Constitution. Articles 13, 32, 131-136, 143, 226, and 246 provide the 
basis for the judiciary's power to review laws and actions of the 
government. The Supreme Court and High Courts have the authority 
to strike down laws and actions that violate the Constitution. 
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Landmark Cases in India 
Kesavananda Bharati v. State of Kerala (1973) 
This case established the "basic structure doctrine," asserting that 
certain fundamental features of the Constitution cannot be altered 
by amendments. 
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Minerva Mills v. Union of India (1980) 
The Supreme Court reaffirmed the basic structure doctrine and 
struck down amendments that violated this principle. 
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Topic 2 
  
Write a shot note on constitutional rights granted to indian citizens 
Constitutional Rights Granted to Indian Citizens 
The Constitution of India provides a comprehensive framework of 
fundamental rights to its citizens, ensuring the protection and 
promotion of their dignity, liberty, and equality. These rights are 
enshrined in Part III of the Constitution, from Articles 12 to 35, and 
are enforceable by the judiciary. 
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Key Constitutional Rights 
Right to Equality (Articles 14-18) 
This includes equality before the law, prohibition of discrimination 
on grounds of religion, race, caste, sex, or place of birth, and the 
abolition of untouchability and titles. 
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Right to Freedom (Articles 19-22) 
This encompasses various freedoms such as speech and expression, 
assembly, association, movement, residence, and profession. It also 
includes protection in respect of conviction for offenses and 
protection of life and personal liberty. 
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Right against Exploitation (Articles 23-24) 
These articles prohibit human trafficking, forced labor, and 
employment of children in hazardous conditions. 
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Right to Freedom of Religion (Articles 25-28) 
These rights ensure freedom of conscience and free profession, 
practice, and propagation of religion. They also provide for freedom 
from taxation for promotion of any particular religion and prohibit 
religious instruction in government-funded institutions. 
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Cultural and Educational Rights (Articles 29-30) 



 

 

These rights protect the interests of minorities by allowing them to 
conserve their culture, language, and script, and by granting them 
the right to establish and administer educational institutions of their 
choice. 

         और            र (       29-30) 
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Right to Constitutional Remedies (Article 32) 
This is a fundamental right that allows individuals to approach the 
Supreme Court or High Courts to seek enforcement of other 
fundamental rights. Dr. B.R. Ambedkar called it the "heart and soul" 
of the Constitution. 
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Topic 3  
 
Tension Areas in Center and State Relations 
The relationship between the central and state governments in India 
is defined by the Constitution, which establishes a federal structure 
with a strong unitary bias. Despite this framework, several areas 
often create tensions between the center and the states. 
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Key Tension Areas 
Legislative Powers 
The distribution of legislative powers is a frequent source of tension. 
The Constitution lists subjects under the Union List, State List, and 
Concurrent List. Disputes arise when both the center and states 
legislate on subjects in the Concurrent List, or when the center 
enacts laws on State List subjects under certain circumstances. 
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Financial Relations 
Financial relations often lead to disputes, particularly regarding the 
distribution of central taxes and grants. States often feel that they do 
not receive an equitable share of central revenues and grants, 
leading to demands for greater fiscal autonomy. 
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Governor's Role 
The governor's role as the central government’s representative in 
states can be contentious. Instances of governors acting against the 
wishes of the state government, or dissolving state assemblies, have 
led to accusations of bias and undue central interference. 
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Emergency Provisions 
The use of emergency provisions under Articles 352, 356, and 360 
can create significant tension. The imposition of President’s Rule 
under Article 356, in particular, has been controversial, with states 
alleging misuse of this power by the center to dismiss opposition-led 
state governments. 
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Language and Cultural Issues 
Language policies and the promotion of Hindi as the official language 
have historically been sources of tension, especially in non-Hindi-
speaking states. Cultural policies perceived as favoring one region or 
community over others can also create discord. 
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