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Important Questions with Answers

REVISION CLASS 2

What is ethnicity? Discuss the main cases of ethnicity in India.
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Ethnicity refers to a group of people who share common cultural traits, language, religion, or
ancestry. It is often associated with a,sense of shared identity based on these elements.
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Main Cases of Ethnicity m,India:

1. North-Eastern/States: The people of North-Eastern states like Nagaland, Mizoram,
and Assam have distinctiethnic identities based on tribal and cultural differences.
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2. “Punjabis‘and Sikhs: The ethnic identity of Punjabis and Sikhs is significant,
particulakly in Punjab and the Sikh diaspora worldwide.
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3. Dravidians: The Dravidian ethnic group is primarily found in southern India,
especially in Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Karnataka, and Andhra Pradesh.
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4. Dalits and Adivasis: In India, Dalits (formerly known as untouchables) and Adivasis
(tribal communities) have their own ethnic identities linked to their social and cultural
status.
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5. Bengalis and Biharis: Ethnic distinctions between groups like Bengalis and Biharis
are marked by language, culture, and historical experiences.
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Examine the Panchayati Raj System and democratic decentralisation.
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Panchayati Raj System is a system oflecaliselt-government in India that functions at the
village, intermediate, and district levels: Itiaims ta,decentralize power and ensure local
participation in governance.

Wwwwﬁnﬁawﬁwm% S 79, Hegady 3R e
TR R B B ¢ | SHDI IET YL BT [AH IR0 BT R I B i e

BIgIEcKsIE]

Democratic Decentralizationsfefers to the process of distributing power from the central
government t0"locahauthotities, enabling them to make decisions for local development and
governance.
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Key Features of Panchayati Raj System:

1. Three-Tier Structure: The system operates at three levels — Village Panchayat,
Intermediate Panchayat, and District Panchayat.
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2. Direct Elections: Members of Panchayats are directly elected by the people, ensuring
democratic representation at the grassroots level.
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3. Reservation for Women and SC/STs: The system ensures reservation for women
and Scheduled Castes/Scheduled Tribes in local governance bodies.
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4. Decentralization of Powers: Local bodies have the authority to plan and implement
development projects at the local level, promoting self-governance.
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Democratic Decentralization:

1. Empowerment of Local Bodies: It empowers local bodies to,take decisions on
matters related to education, health, anddnfrastructure:
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2. Grievance Redressal: The systemyhelpsiiniaddressing local issues and grievances
more efficiently by providingia closerrelationship between the government and the
people.
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3. Challenges: Despite its benefits, there are challenges like lack of funds, political
interference, and insufficient training of local leaders.
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Discuss the factors responsible for regionalism in India.
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Regionalism in India refers to the political, social, and economic movements based on
regional or local identities, which often lead to demands for autonomy or separation.
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Factors Responsible for Regionalism in India:

1.

Linguistic Diversity: The linguistic differences across states often fuel regional
identities. Language is a major factor in shaping cultural identities, leading to regional
movements.
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Cultural and Ethnic Differences: India has a rich cultural and ethnic diversity. The
people in different regions, based on their culture, traditionsfand ethnicities,
sometimes feel disconnected from the national mainstream.
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Economic Disparities: Unequal economie,development between regions has
contributed to the feeling of neglect and alienation."Prosperous regions often demand
more autonomy to manage their resources.
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Historical FactorsiHistoricalexperiences such as regional monarchies, princely
states, and colonial policiesihave left a legacy of regional identities.
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Political Factors: Political parties often exploit regional sentiments for electoral
gains, which ¢andlead to the growth of regional movements. Sometimes, there is a
lack'of,strong national leadership that can address regional concerns.
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Demand for Autonomy: Some regions feel that they are not adequately represented
in national decision-making, leading to demands for greater political autonomy or
even secession.
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7. Neglect by the Central Government: Regions that feel neglected or underdeveloped
by the central government may develop strong regional identities in response to
perceived injustices.
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Describe the evolution of religious politics in India and its consequences.
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Evolution of Religious Politics in India refers to the increasing involvement,of eligion in
the political sphere, influencing governance, elections, and policieshOvertime, seligion has
played a significant role in shaping political ideologies and movements:
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Stages in the Evolution of ReligiouS\Roligics MyIndia:

1. Pre-Independence Period:

o During British rule, religious 1dentities\were often used by colonial rulers to
divide people into religious,communities. The British "divide and rule™
strategy played a key'role in‘promoting religious politics.

o The formation of,organizations like the All India Muslim League (1906) and
the Hindu Mahasahha (1915) marked the rise of religiously based political
moyements.
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2. Post-Independence Period:

o After independence, India adopted a secular constitution, emphasizing
religious tolerance. However, religious politics started to resurface, especially
with the rise of the BJP (Bharatiya Janata Party) and the RSS (Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh) focusing on Hindutva ideology.

o The Babri Masjid demolition in 1992 was a major event that led to the
politicization of religion, with large-scale communal riots and the further rise
of religious politics.
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3. Rise of Regional Religious Politics:

o In addition to national political parties, regional religious politics also
emerged. Leaders and parties started using religious sentiments to mobilize
voters, such as in Uttar Pradesh (where the politics of RamyMandirhecame
prominent).
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Consequences of Religious PoliticsWg, Ingia:

1. Communal Tensions: Religious politics has,often led to communal violence, as seen
in incidents like the 1984 anti-Sikh riots,and the 2002 Gujarat riots. The politicization
of religion has deepened divisionsibetween communities.
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2. Polarizationy Religious politics has contributed to the polarization of society along
religious lines, weakening the secular fabric of the nation. It has led to a situation
where elections and political campaigns are often fought on religious lines rather than
on developmental issues.
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3. Erosion of Secularism: The rise of religious politics has challenged the secular
principles enshrined in the Indian Constitution, promoting the idea of religion-based
governance in certain regions.
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4. Rise of Identity Politics: Religious politics has also led to the rise of identity politics,
where people’s political allegiance is often determined by their religious identity
rather than their socio-economic interests.
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In summary, religious politics in India has evolved from the pre-independence period to the
post-independence era, influencing both national and regional political landscapes. While it
has contributed to certain movements and empowerment, it has also led to significant
challenges in terms of social harmony, secularism, and national unity
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