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Examine the role of democracy in India. 

                                         

1. Participation of the People: 
o In India, democracy guarantees active citizen participation in governance. 

Citizens can elect their representatives through regular elections for the central 

and state governments. This empowers people, as they can choose leaders who 

best represent their interests. The process is transparent and encourages 

political awareness among the masses. 

o                                       : 
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उ                                                               औ  आ  

                                           

2. Universal Franchise: 
o A key feature of India’s democracy is that it allows all adult citizens, 

regardless of their socioeconomic background, caste, religion, or gender, to 

vote. This ensures that every citizen has an equal say in shaping the nation's 

policies. This is an important step towards achieving equality and social 

justice. 

o                   : 

                                                              ,      
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3. Protection of Fundamental Rights: 
o The Indian Constitution guarantees fundamental rights to all citizens, which 

include freedom of speech, right to equality, and right to life. These rights 

protect individuals from exploitation and ensure their personal and social 



 

 

freedom. Courts can intervene if these rights are violated, and remedies can be 

sought through legal means. 

o                        : 

                                                               ,       
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4. Decentralization of Power: 
o India follows a decentralized democratic system where power is distributed 

between the central government, state governments, and local bodies. This 

allows for better governance, as decisions can be made at levels closer to the 

people. Local governance (such as Panchayats and Municipalities) ensures that 

even remote regions have a voice. 

o                 : 

                                              ,                     , 
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5. Political Pluralism: 
o India's democracy supports a multi-party system, where different political 

ideologies can coexist and compete for power. This diversity allows for a 

healthy debate on various issues such as social justice, development, and 

foreign policy, enabling the population to choose from a range of perspectives. 

o                  : 

                                               ,            
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6. Challenges: 
o Despite its successes, India faces challenges such as corruption, caste-based 

discrimination, poverty, and illiteracy. These issues undermine the true 

essence of democracy, as they hinder the equitable distribution of resources 

and opportunities. There are also concerns about voter manipulation and the 

misuse of money power in elections. 

o          : 
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Write short note on Judicial Review. 



 

 

                               

1. Definition: 
o Judicial review is the power of the judiciary to examine the constitutionality of 

laws and governmental actions. It ensures that laws passed by the legislature 

and actions by the executive are within the framework of the Constitution. The 

courts can strike down laws that violate the Constitution. 

o        : 

                                                            औ  
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2. Role of the Judiciary: 
o The judiciary acts as a safeguard against unconstitutional laws and arbitrary 

government actions. It ensures that all government actions, whether by the 

legislature, executive, or any other body, comply with the Constitution and 

fundamental rights. 

o                    : 

                             औ                                    
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3. Supreme Court’s Power: 
o The Supreme Court of India has the final say on interpreting the Constitution. 

It can invalidate laws passed by Parliament or state legislatures if they are 

found to be unconstitutional. The Court’s role is crucial in maintaining the 

balance between the different branches of government. 

o                   : 
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4. Protection of Fundamental Rights: 
o Judicial review serves as a check on the violation of fundamental rights by the 

state or other powerful entities. If any law or policy violates the fundamental 

rights of citizens, the judiciary has the power to declare it void. 

o                      : 
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5. Kesavananda Bharati Case: 
o In the landmark Kesavananda Bharati case (1973), the Supreme Court 

established that Parliament can amend the Constitution but cannot alter its 



 

 

"basic structure." This ruling expanded the scope of judicial review and 

safeguarded the integrity of the Constitution. 

o                    : 

                             (1973)   ,                         
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Discuss the nature of caste -inequalities in India. 

                                                      

1. Historical Roots: 
o The caste system has ancient roots in India and was originally a social and 

occupational classification based on hereditary factors. Over time, it became 

rigid and discriminatory, with certain castes being considered "superior" and 

others "inferior." This stratification led to severe social and economic 

inequalities. 

o             : 
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2. Discrimination and Exclusion: 
o Historically, lower-caste groups, particularly Dalits, faced untouchability, 

exclusion from education, social participation, and access to resources. These 

communities were also subjected to violence and humiliation by higher castes. 

o        औ        : 

              ,              ,                   ,          ,     , 

                 औ                                                 उ  
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3. Untouchability: 
o The practice of untouchability was legally abolished in India by the 

Constitution, but it still exists informally in some regions, especially in rural 

areas. Dalits were historically forced to live in separate colonies and were 

restricted from entering temples, schools, and using public facilities. 

o       : 

                                                                     , 

                                                     ,               
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4. Legal Protections and Reservations: 
o The Indian Constitution prohibits caste-based discrimination and provides 

legal measures to protect the rights of lower castes. It also introduced 



 

 

affirmative action in the form of reservations (quotas) in education, jobs, and 

politics for Scheduled Castes (SC), Scheduled Tribes (ST), and Other 

Backward Classes (OBC). 

o              औ      : 

                    आ                                औ                
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5. Persistent Discrimination: 
o Despite constitutional safeguards, caste-based discrimination continues in 

many parts of India. Practices like exclusion from social events, caste-based 

violence, and discrimination in employment and education persist, particularly 

in rural areas. 

o           : 

                         ,          ई               आ                      

        आ                ,      आ            औ         औ          

                             ,                             

Write short note on Federal System in India. 

                               

1. Federal Structure: 
o India follows a federal system where power is shared between the central and 

state governments. However, it is a unique form of federalism, as the central 

government has more authority in key areas like defense, foreign affairs, and 

finance. 

o             : 

                                ,                औ                 
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2. Division of Powers: 
o The Constitution divides the powers between the Union (central) government 

and state governments into three lists: the Union List (subjects on which only 

the central government can legislate), the State List (subjects on which only 

the state governments can legislate), and the Concurrent List (subjects on 

which both central and state governments can legislate). 

o                 : 

                               (   )       औ                         
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       ),          (                                                ), 

औ             (                     औ                             

       )  

3. Union List: 



 

 

o The Union List includes subjects such as defense, foreign affairs, banking, and 

communications, where only the central government has the authority to make 

laws. This ensures uniformity in national governance and foreign relations. 

o         : 

                    आ              ,           ,       , औ       ,             
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4. State List: 
o The State List includes subjects such as police, public health, agriculture, and 

local government, which are primarily managed by state governments. This 

enables states to legislate according to local needs and conditions. 

o         : 

                                       ,             ,     , औ        
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5. Concurrent List: 
o The Concurrent List includes areas like education, criminal law, and marriage, 

where both the central and state governments can make laws. In case of a 

conflict, central laws prevail. 

o           : 

                                        , आ            , औ       ,     
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6. Asymmetry of Power: 
o The central government holds more significant powers, especially in matters 

of national importance. In situations where states fail to act on certain issues, 

the central government can step in and take necessary actions. 

o                        : 

                                              ,                        
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7. Role of Supreme Court: 
o The Supreme Court of India plays a crucial role in resolving disputes between 

the central and state governments. It has the authority to interpret the 

Constitution and settle any conflicts regarding the distribution of powers. 

o                      : 

                          औ                                       
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