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The Neo-liberal approach to Internatiopal Relations is based on the idea that
cooperation between countriesiis key toachieving peace and solving global
problems. It suggests that while.countries (states) are important, they are not
the only players in the international world. Other factors like international
organizations (e.g., the United Nations), businesses, and even non-
governmental organizations (NGQOs) also play a big role. Neo-liberalism
believes that countries can benefit from working together, rather than fighting
each other.
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For example, think about the Paris Climate Agreement. Countries from all over

the world came together to agree on actions to fight climate change. Instead of
competing, they cooperated, believing that working together could solve a
global problem. This is the kind of thing Neo-liberals support: international
cooperation that leads to better outcomes for everyone.
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Neo-liberalism also contrasts with the realist approach, which believes that

countries mostly act out of self-interest and might often go.to war over power
or resources. Neo-liberals argue that when countries work together
economically, they are less likely to fight. For example, countriesthatare
economically linked, like the European Union (EU), are lessilikely.to go to war
with each other because they rely on each other, foritrade andyprosperity.
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In addition to this, Neo-liberalism'also believes that issues like human rights,

democracyandithe environment should be part of the global conversation. So,
it's not just about countries working together for economic reasons but also to
solvé'broader issues that affect people all over the world.
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In short, Neo-liberalism emphasizes working together, trusting international

organizations, and thinking about the broader impact on people and the world.
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The global fight against terrorism involves countries working together to
combat terrorist groups and prevent acts of terrorism. It is a complex and
ongoing effort that requires cooperation between governments, international
organizations, intelligence agencies, and local communities. The main goal is to
reduce the threat of terrorism by targeting the financial, logistical, and
ideological support that terrorist groups rely on.
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For example, the United Nations has played a key role in encouraging global

cooperation against terrorism.«The UN,Security Council has passed resolutions
requiring all membefistates totake actions like freezing the assets of terrorist
organizations and enforeing strictilaws against terrorism. This shows how
international organizations helpiin creating a unified response to terrorism.
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In addition, counterterrorism measures include improving security at airports,

public places, and borders to prevent terrorist attacks. Countries also share
intelligence about terrorist activities to prevent attacks before they happen.
For example, after the 9/11 attacks, many countries, including the US,
strengthened their security measures and enhanced intelligence-sharing
networks to track terrorist groups.
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Fighting terrorism also involves addressing its root causes.iThese may include

political instability, poverty, and the spread of extremist ideologies. Many
international programs focus on helping countries build stable goveranments,
improve education, and create economic opportunities to reducethe appeal of
terrorism.
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In conclusion, the globalifight/@gainstterrorism is a multi-faceted effort, where

countries collaborate through intéelligence-sharing, strengthening security, and
addressingthe reot causes of terrorism to create a safer world.
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Science and technology have a major impact on international dependencies,
meaning countries depend on each other in many ways because of
technological advancements and scientific progress.

1. Economic Interdependence:



Technological advancements have created a world where countries rely on
each other for resources, products, and innovation. For example, many
countries depend on technology transfer from more developed nations to
improve their industries and infrastructure. At the same time, developed
countries rely on raw materials and cheap labor from less developed countries.
This creates a strong economic connection between nations.
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2. Global Supply Chains:

Science and technology have made it easier forcountries to specialize in
certain products and rely on othersdor the rest. For instance, electronics
manufacturing might involve countries supplying raw materials, others for
assembly, and still others for distkibution. This global supply chain creates
dependencies where nations rely omeach other to complete the production
process.
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3. Sharing Knowledge and Technology:

Countries depend on each other for the exchange of scientific knowledge and
technology. For example, developing nations often receive new technologies in
fields like agriculture, health, or renewable energy from advanced nations. This



exchange creates interdependence, as less-developed countries rely on
knowledge from the more advanced ones for their development.
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4. Environmental Cooperation:

Science and technology play an important roleiin selving global environmental
problems. Countries depend on each other to share resources and
technological solutions to address issues like,climateichange and pollution. For
example, many countries work together to develop renewable energy
technologies, such as solar andywind power, to reduce reliance on fossil fuels
and protect the environment.
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5. Health and Medical Dependencies:

Science and technology in healthcare have led to strong international
dependencies. For example, during the COVID-19 pandemic, countries had to
rely on each other for vaccine development, distribution, and medical
equipment. This shows how global health challenges require cooperation and
sharing of resources, technology, and knowledge across borders.
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The rise of Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) has,been assignificant
development in international relations over the past few decades.

NGOs are private, non-profit organizations that operate independently of
governments but often play a crucial role in addtessing globalissues, such as
human rights, environmental protection, and{development.

They are important actors in international'relationsbecause they influence
policies, mobilize resources, and help in providing Services in areas where
governments may not have enough reach or capacity.

1. Global Advocacy and Human Rights?

NGOs have played a key rolesin advocating forthuman rights and social justice
worldwide. They raise awarengss about issues such as human trafficking, child
labor, and political oppression, often pressuring governments and
international organizations to,take action. For example, organizations like
Amnesty International and Human Rights Watch work globally to monitor and
report human rightsiabuses and influence international policies related to
human rights.
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2. Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief:




NGOs are often at the forefront of humanitarian efforts, especially in regions
affected by natural disasters, conflicts, or poverty. They provide immediate aid,
such as food, medical assistance, and shelter, and also help in long-term
recovery and development. Organizations like Doctors Without Borders
(Médecins Sans Frontiéres) provide essential healthcare in conflict zones,
while others, such as Red Cross, focus on disaster relief and recovery.
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3. Environmental Protection and Climate‘€Ghange:

NGOs have become significantqplayers in.addressing environmental issues and
promoting sustainable development. They,work to protect biodiversity,
prevent deforestation, reduce carbon emissions, and raise awareness about
climate change. For example;.organizations like Greenpeace and World
Wildlife Fund (WWF) pushfor stronger environmental policies and promote
global environmental agreements, such as the Paris Climate Agreement.

UGiaR U1 WRETUL 3R ST ATy uiad:

TR-IXHRITET, TR0 e Bl 86 B 1R Idd [db T &l dgral o #
Ae@qUl YfHwT FUF T ] | 9 oid fafaedr &1 e &4, 341 &1 ders Bl
A, Dla, 30 DI HH B R STaarg URdcT & IR H STRedwl
¢ & foIU BT 3 & | IR0 & forg, WY 3R a¢8 aIgcsds® be
(WWF) S T3 Holed Tafaruita e & forg gara sTad & iR 3fie
gofarufla THial 1 Se1aT &d 8, S Uy STerarg JHghdT|

4. Development and Poverty Alleviation:

Many NGOs focus on poverty alleviation and promoting sustainable
development. They work in areas such as education, health, and economic
empowerment, often filling gaps where government programs are insufficient.
NGOs like Oxfam and Save the Children work worldwide to improve living



standards, provide educational opportunities, and offer emergency relief in
times of need.
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5. Advocacy in International Policy:

NGOs have become important voices in shapinginternational pelicy. They
lobby governments and international organizatiens,'such,as the United
Nations, to address global issues and adopt policies that pramote peace,
security, and justice. For instance, The Glabal,Fund werks'with governments
and private sectors to fight diseases like HIV/AIDS;tuberculosis, and malaria
globally.
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The emergence of the People's Republic of China (PRC) is one of the most
significant political events of the 20th century.

The PRC was officially established on October 1, 1949, after years of internal
strife, foreign invasions, and revolutionary movements.

This marked the end of a long period of dynastic rule and the beginning of
communist governance in China.



The rise of the PRC altered the political, economic, and social landscape of
China, as well as its position on the global stage.

The journey to the formation of the People's Republic of China was shaped by
numerous historical factors, including imperialism, civil war, and the leadership
of the Chinese Communist Party (CCP), led by Mao Zedong.

1. Imperial China and Decline:

For centuries, China was ruled by a series of dynasties that established a
centralized and powerful state. However, by the 19th century, China's imperial
system began to show signs of weakness. Internal strife, corruption, and
growing external pressures, particularly from Western powers and Japan,
began to undermine the Qing Dynasty (the last imperial dynasty). The Opium
Wars (1839-1842 and 1856-1860) with Britainpthedaiping Rebellion (1850-
1864), and the Boxer Rebellion (1899-1901) were,some ofithe key events that
exposed China's vulnerability and led toforeign dominange in many parts of
the country.
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2. The Fall ofjthe Qing Dynasty and the Republican Era:

The Qing Dynasty finally collapsed in 1911 following the Xinhai Revolution,
and China became a republic under the leadership of Sun Yat-sen, the founder
of the Kuomintang (KMT), or Nationalist Party. The establishment of the
Republic of China (ROC) marked the end of thousands of years of imperial rule.
However, the new republic struggled to establish a stable government.
Regional warlords exercised control over different parts of the country, and
the KMT faced growing challenges from communist and socialist movements.
The government’s inability to modernize the country and handle foreign



influence and domestic instability paved the way for new political movements
to emerge.
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3. The Rise of Communism in China:

The Chinese Communist Party (CCP) was founded'in 1921, and its rise was
shaped by dissatisfaction with the Nationalistigoverhment. Under the
leadership of Mao Zedong, thé'CCP began to gain,support, particularly among
the peasant population, by promisinglandireforms and social equality. The
CCP's ideas were in stark contrast tothe nationalist ideology of the KMT, which
was more focused on urbansand elite interests. The Chinese Civil War between
the CCP and the KMT (2927-1949) was a long and bloody conflict, with both
sides receiving external support: the KMT was backed by the United States,
while the CCP received aid from the Soviet Union.
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4. The Establishment of the People’s Republic of China:



After years of conflict, the Chinese Civil War came to an end in 1949 when the
CCP, led by Mao Zedong, emerged victorious. On October 1, 1949, Mao
declared the establishment of the People's Republic of China, marking the
triumph of communism and the beginning of a new era in Chinese history. The
KMT retreated to Taiwan, where it continued to claim legitimacy as the
government of China. The victory of the CCP fundamentally changed China’s
political landscape and initiated a series of radical reforms, including land
redistribution, collectivization of agriculture, and the establishment of a
planned economy.
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Sustainable development has become one of the most important and widely
discussed concepts inithe'global arena, especially in the context of addressing
environmental, social, and,.ecenomic challenges.

The debate around sustainable development revolves around the balance
between economig growth, environmental protection, and social equity, often
referred to as the)'three pillars" of sustainability.

Although sustainable development aims to improve the quality of life for
current and future generations, there are many complexities and criticisms
surrounding its implementation.

1. The Concept of Sustainable Development:

Sustainable development was popularized by the Brundtland Commission
Report in 1987, which defined it as "development that meets the needs of the
present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their
own needs." It emphasizes the interdependence of economic growth,
environmental protection, and social development. The idea is to create a



balance where development continues, but without depleting resources or
harming ecosystems for future generations. The United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs), adopted in 2015, provide a comprehensive
framework for addressing global challenges such as poverty, climate change,
inequality, and sustainable economic growth.
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2. Economic Growth vs. Environmental Sustainability:

One of the core criticisms of sustainable development is the perceived
contradiction between economic growth and‘environmental sustainability.
Traditionally, economicidevelopmentihas been linked to the consumption of
natural resources andsithe degradation of ecosystems. Critics argue that the
current model of growth,driven by industrialization and consumerism, cannot
be sustainediinfthe long term without causing irreversible environmental
damage. Resource depletion, biodiversity loss, and pollution are just a few of
thegonsequences'ef unchecked economic growth.

However, preponents of sustainable development argue that green growth is
possible, where economic progress can be made while minimizing
environmental harm. Innovations in renewable energy, waste management,
and eco-friendly technologies have the potential to decouple growth from
environmental destruction. The challenge lies in making these solutions
accessible and affordable for all nations, particularly developing countries.
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3. Social Equity and Inclusive Development:

The second pillar of sustainable development, ‘social equity, has also been a
topic of intense debate. Many critics arguethat the sustainable development
framework often overlooks the social and econoemic inequalities that exist
within and between countries. The push for sustainability sometimes
prioritizes environmental goals ‘Qventhe immediate needs of marginalized
communities, such as access to basic healthcare, education, and economic
opportunities.

For instance, in many developing,countries, the pressure to meet the SDGs can
conflict with the need.for hasicinfrastructure and poverty alleviation. Critics
claim that the focus on glebalsustainability targets often leads to policies that
disproportionately,affect the poorest populations. Additionally, there is a
concern that wealthyynations may push for environmental sustainability while
avoiding their respensibility to reduce their historical contribution to
environmental degradation.
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4. Implementation Challenges:

Despite its noble ideals, implementing sustainable developmentisffraught with
challenges. One of the biggest issues is the lack of political will and
institutional capacity to enforce sustainable practices@tithe national and
international levels. Many governments, partieularly in.developing countries,
face immense challenges such as political instability, poverty, and corruption,
which hinder their ability to prioritize sustainability-.

Another challenge is the uneven global progress towards sustainable
development. Wealthier natiofis have the financial resources and technological
capacity to implement sustainableypraetices, while poorer nations often lack
the resources to do so. This disparity‘ereates,a global divide in the
implementation of sustainability policiesyand raises questions of global justice.
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OTHER VIDEO LINKS ARE IN THE DESCRIPTION

COMMENT IF YOU UNDERSTAND ALL THE CONCEPTS
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