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1. What was the focus of the British Indian land policy?
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e Revenue Extraction: The British aimed to extract maximum revenue from the land. This
was achieved through systems like the Zamindari System, Ryotwari System, and
Mahalwari System, each targeting different ways of collecting taxes from peasants or
landlords.
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In the Zamindari System; introduced by Lord Cornwallis in 1793, the British made the
landowners (zamindars) responsible for collecting taxes from peasants and remitting them to
the British government, The zamindars often exploited the peasants, demanding higher taxes
and leaving them in debt, which resulted in widespread poverty and social unrest.
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¢ Land Ownership and Control: The British sought to establish clear ownership of land,
often giving zamindars (landlords) or other intermediaries control over the land, which led to
the concentration of land in the hands of a few. This weakened the traditional system of
village-based land ownership and control.
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In the Permanent Settlement of Bengal (1793), the British fixed the land revenue at a high
rate, and zamindars were given the authority to collect taxes from peasants. This led to
zamindars owning large tracts of land while peasants were left with very little control or
rights over the land they worked on.
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e Commercialization of Agriculture: The British encouraged the growth of cash.crops like
indigo, cotton, and opium, which were needed in global markets, sometimes at the expense of
food crops. This was intended to benefit British industries and trade, though it often led to
famines and hardships for local farmers.
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The British encouraged the cultivation of cash crops like indigo, cotton, and opium. In
Bengal, farmers were forced to grow indigo for export, instead of food crops, leading to food
shortages and famines. One of the most famous examples is the Indigo Revolt of 1859-1860,
where farmers rebelled against the forced cultivation of indigo.
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Fixation of Land Revenue: British policies aimed to fix the amount of revenue that had to be paid by

landowners and tenants, sometimes regardless of the agricultural yield. For example, in the
Permanent Settlement of 1793 in Bengal, land revenue was fixed at a high rate and was expected to
be paid in cash, leading to exploitation and frequent indebtedness of peasants.
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The Ryotwari System, implemented in places like Madras and Bombay Presidencies, fixed
land revenue for each individual farmer (ryot), irrespective of the crop yield. This often led to
farmers being unable to pay their fixed dues during bad harvests or droughts, which put them
into debt or caused land dispossession.
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Write a note on epidemics during the colonial period. What was the colonical government’s
response towards epidemics ?
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1. Plague

One of the most significant epidemics was the bubonic plague, which began in the 1890s. It
spread rapidly in urban areas like Bombay (now Mumbai) and Kolkata (Calcutta), and caused
widespread panic and death. The government responded by implementing quarantine
measures, including sealing off entire neighborhoods.and imposing travel restrictions. While
these measures were aimed at controlling the spread, they.were harsh and led to resentment
among the population.
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2. Cholera

Cholera was another recurrent epidemic during the colonial era. The British colonial
government took steps to try and curb its spread, including measures like public health
campaigns, the establishment of quarantine camps, and improvements in sanitation. However,
these efforts were often inadequate, and cholera outbreaks continued to occur with alarming
regularity.
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3. Smallpox

Smallpox was also widespread during the colonial period. Vaccination campaigns were
initiated by the British government, but these efforts were slow and poorly organized. The
government focused on vaccinating soldiers and workers but did little for the general
population, leading to continued outbreaks in rural and urban areas.
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Government's Response to Epidemics

The colonial government's response to epidemics was primarily focused on controlling the
spread and maintaining public order, rather than prioritizing the health of the population.
They often imposed strict quarantines, travel restrictions, and forced labor to contain the
diseases. In many cases, the government did not provide adequate healthcare infrastructure
and relied on traditional medicine. There was also a lack of research and understanding of the
diseases, which delayed effective interventions.
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The eighteenth century was acentury.of ‘anarchy and chaos’. Examine.
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1. Decline of the Mughal Empire

The Mughal Empire, which had been the dominant power in India for over two centuries,
started to weaken after the death of Aurangzeb in 1707. His successors were ineffective, and
the empire faced internal rebellions, foreign invasions, and economic problems. This decline
led to the fragmentation of the empire, with various provinces becoming autonomous and
engaging in power struggles.
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2. Rise of Regional Powers

With the weakening of the Mughal central authority, regional powers such as the Marathas,
Sikhs, Rajputs, and Nizams gained strength. While some of these powers, like the Marathas,
attempted to create a pan-Indian empire, their rise often led to conflicts with one another.
This fragmentation resulted in political instability and frequent battles for supremacy.
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3. Invasions and Foreign Threats

The eighteenth century also witnessed several invasions, which contributed to the chaos. One
of the most notable was Nadir Shah’s invasion in 1739, which resulted in the plundering of
Delhi and the weakening of Mughal authority. Later, the Afghan invasion under Ahmad
Shah Durrani also disrupted the region. These invasions caused widespread destruction,
depopulation, and economic distress.
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4. British Expansion and the Decline of Regional Powers

Amidst the chaos, the British East India Company began expanding its control over India.
The Company took advantage of the internal conflicts between the regional powers and used
them to its benefit. Key events like the Battle of Plassey (1757) and the Battle of Buxar
(1764) marked significant victories for the British, allowing them to gain control over large
parts of India. This led to the eventual consolidation of British power and the end of the
political chaos.
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What were the focal points of 1950-1980 industrial policy?
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1. Establishment of a Mixed Economy

The industrial policy focused on creating a mixed economy where both the private and public
sectors played important roles. The public sector was given the responsibility of leading the
development of heavy industries and infrastructure, while the private sector was encouraged
to take part in consumer goods and less capital-intensive industries.
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2. Role of Public Sector

The Indian government recognized that certain key industries, such as steel, power, heavy
machinery, and defense, were crucial for the nation’s development. Thus, these sectors were
nationalized, and large-scale public sector enterprises were established. This aimed to reduce
dependence on foreign countries and foster self-sufficiency.
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3. Industrial Licensing System

To regulate and control the growth of industries, especially in the private sector, the
government introduced an industrial licensing system. This system required businesses to
obtain a license before starting new industrial ventures or expanding existing ones. It was
intended to prevent excessive competition and promote balanced regional development.
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4. Emphasis on Heavy and Basic Industries

The industrial policy of this period focused on the development of heavy industries and
basic industries such as steel, coal, machinery, and power. These industries were seen as the
backbone of economic growth and were critical for the country’s industrialization. The
government believed that without a strong base in heavy industries, the economy could not
move forward.
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5. Import Substitution and Self-Sufficiency

The Indian government promoted the policy of import substitution to reduce dependence on
foreign goods. The goal was to encourage domestic production of goods that were previously
imported, thus conserving foreign exchange and boosting local industries.
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Examine the nature of women’s employability in colonial India.
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1. Traditional Roles and Social Norms

Women in colonial India were primarily confined to the domestic sphere, with their roles
mostly being restricted to housework, child-rearing, and maintaining family honor. The
deeply rooted social customs, particularly among the upper and middle classes, kept women
from pursuing formal employment. The notion of women working outside the home was
considered inappropriate and often looked down.upon.
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2. Women’s Employment in Colonial Industries

Some women, especially from the lower socio-economic classes, found employment in the
colonial industries. The textile industry, tea plantations, and tobacco farms employed a
significant number of women in rural areas. However, these jobs were mostly unskilled,
poorly paid, and involved exploitative working conditions. Women working in factories or
plantations were subjected to harsh treatment and long hours of work.
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3. Women in the Public Sector

As the British colonial administration began to establish schools and hospitals, women were
gradually employed in teaching, nursing, and other public services. Missionary schools and
Christian institutions were among the first to employ women as teachers and nurses. This
was a significant shift as women began to enter occupations that were considered respectable



in the colonial context. However, such opportunities were mostly restricted to the educated
upper classes.
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SHORT NOTE

Bank Nationalisation %?T@'CIT{UT

Bank Nationalisation refers to the process when the government takes control of privately
owned banks. In India, this happened in two major phases.
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1969 Bank Nationalisation: On July:19, 1969, the Indian government took control of 14
major private sector banks, making them public sector banks. This move aimed to ensure that
banking services were available to all people, especially in rural areas, and to align the
banking system with national development goals.
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1980 Bank Nationalisation: In 1980, the government nationalized 6 more private banks to
increase the reach of banking services and make the sector more efficient in supporting
economic growth.
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The goal of nationalizing the banks was to promote financial inclusion, provide credit to key
sectors like agriculture and industry, and reduce the concentration of wealth in a few private
hands. It was a step to make banking serve the public interest rather than private profits.
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Birla Brothers

Birla Brothers is a well-known business group in India, which is part of the Aditya Birla
Group. The Birla Group was founded by Seth Shiv Narayan Birla in the early 1900s. Over the
years, it grew from a small trading business to a huge company involved in many industries
like textiles, cement, metals, chemicals, and financial services. The Birla family has also
made big contributions to social causes, especially in education, healthcare, and rural
development.

The Birla group is famous for its strong business skills and ethical practices. Today, it is a
respected name in India and around the world. It has helped shape India’s industrial growth
and is now one of the largest companies in the world, operating in many countries.
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Globalization

Globalization means the process of countries and people becoming more connected to each
other. This happens because of better communication, trade, and technology. Through
globalization, people, goods, services, and ideas travel more easily across countries. This has
helped businesses grow, economies become stronger, and people learn about different
cultures.

However, globalization also has some challenges. While it brings economic growth, it can
also cause problems like inequality between rich and poor and harm to the environment.
Some people feel that globalization makes it harder for local businesses to compete with big
international companies.
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