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1. What are the major sources for understanding ancient Indian history ? 

The major sources for understanding ancient Indian history can be divided into two main 

categories: literary sources and archaeological sources. 

1. Literary Sources: These include ancient texts, religious scriptures, and inscriptions 

that provide historical information. 

           :               ,            और                 ,             

     र        र       

o Vedic texts: The Rigveda, Samaveda, Yajurveda, and Atharvaveda are the 

earliest known texts and offer insights into early Indian society and culture. 

         :     ,       ,        और                 र         और 

            र          र        र       

o Epics: The Mahabharata and Ramayana are key texts that not only narrate 

mythological stories but also reflect social, political, and cultural conditions of 

their time. 

      :      र  और र               र                    र     , 

                       , र        और                               

    

o Puranas: These are a group of ancient texts that contain stories of gods, kings, 

and historical events. 

     :                                        , र      और                 

             

o Inscriptions: Inscriptions found on pillars, stones, and coins help in 

understanding political events and rulers. 



 

 

       :      ,   र   और        र                     और र        

                        र       

2. Archaeological Sources: These include physical remains like buildings, tools, 

pottery, and other artifacts that help reconstruct ancient Indian history. 

             :         , औ  र,        और                                

        ,            र                          र           र       

o Excavations: Sites like Mohenjo-Daro, Harappa, and Lothal reveal details 

about the Indus Valley Civilization and its way of life. 

     :           ,      और                                  और 

              र         र          र           

o Monuments: Structures like the Ashokan pillars, ancient temples, and forts 

provide insights into political power and architectural advancements. 

    :            ,           र और              र      र            

और                   र          र        र       

In summary, ancient Indian history is understood through a combination of written records 

and physical evidence, both of which offer valuable insights into the culture, society, and 

politics of ancient India. 

        ,         र                             और                                

       ,            र           ,      और र            र                 र        र   

    

 

 

Did the Harappan Social Structure reflect its urban ethos ? Discuss. 

Yes, the Harappan social structure did reflect its urban ethos in various ways. The Harappan 

Civilization, known for its well-planned cities, indicates a highly organized society. 

1. Urban Planning: The cities, such as Mohenjo-Daro and Harappa, were meticulously 

planned with grid-like street layouts, advanced drainage systems, and well-constructed 

buildings. This reflects a sophisticated social structure where urban living required 

coordination and regulation. 

1.           :            और             र                          ,        

             और          र                                   र              र    

                    र               और                       



 

 

2. Specialized Occupations: The presence of workshops for bead-making, pottery, and 

metallurgy, as well as evidence of trade, suggests a division of labor. Different classes of 

society were involved in specialized activities, pointing towards a complex social structure. 

2.            :           ,              और                              -        र 

       ,            र                                                              ,       

               र        र    र   र       

3. Evidence of Social Hierarchy: The differences in the size and quality of houses, with 

larger, better-built homes likely belonging to elites, show a hierarchical society. In contrast, 

smaller, less elaborate homes suggest the existence of lower social classes. 

3.                        :  र         र और                  ,          और     र 

        र                     ,                                         र  ,      और 

         र                                       

4. Centralized Authority: The uniformity in weights and measures across different 

Harappan sites suggests a centralized authority regulating trade and economy, further 

supporting the idea of an organized urban society. 

4.                :                        और                   र और 

                    र                                   ,                र       

       र    और        र       

Conclusion: Overall, the Harappan social structure, reflected in its urban planning, 

occupational specialization, social hierarchy, and centralized authority, clearly points to a 

well-organized society that mirrored its urban ethos. 

     :          र,                   र   ,           र        ,         

        ,                 और              र                   ,             

                र    र   र     ,           र    र                  

Discuss the role of the temple in early medieval societies. 

The role of the temple in early medieval societies was multifaceted, extending beyond 

religious functions to encompass political, economic, and social dimensions. 

1. Religious and Spiritual Center: Temples were primarily centers of worship, where 

people gathered for rituals, prayers, and festivals. The temple served as a space for spiritual 

guidance, helping individuals connect with the divine. 

1.        औ            :     र               -     ,        और     र              

        र                          ,                                   र       

2. Political Influence: In many early medieval societies, kings and rulers often patronized 

temples, using them as symbols of their power and legitimacy. Kings would donate land and 

wealth to temples, and in return, temples would legitimize their rule through religious 



 

 

support. 

2.              :  ई   र                      , र    और        र     र      

       र     ,              और                               र       र        र      

     और            र     , और             ,     र                                   

                 

3. Economic Role: Temples were major economic centers, controlling large amounts of land 

and wealth. They were involved in agricultural production, trade, and the collection of taxes. 

The wealth accumulated by temples was often used for community welfare and religious 

activities. 

3.             :     र                     ,                     और                र   

                 ,     र और  र                       र     र                       

  र                और                                        

4. Social and Cultural Function: Temples were hubs for social interaction. They played an 

important role in the community by organizing festivals, feasts, and social events. Temples 

also often acted as schools, preserving and promoting knowledge, art, and culture. 

4.         औ               :     र                                 र  ,       और 

                          र                                           र   र       

                  र     ,    ,     और             र    और                

5. Symbol of Stability: Temples were symbols of stability and continuity in early medieval 

societies. They often survived the turmoil of political change and invasions, providing a sense 

of permanence and cultural identity to the people. 

5.              :     र   र                         र   और   र  र                  

  र र          र     और              -             र     ,                और 

                         र        

Conclusion: Overall, temples in early medieval societies played a crucial role in religious, 

political, economic, social, and cultural spheres, contributing significantly to the fabric of 

society. 

     :          र,   र                           र       , र       ,      , 

        और                                           ,                -                

        र       

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


