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PART-2

Discuss the factors that determined the agrarian environment of the Indian subcontinent.

The agrarian environment of the Indian subcontinent hias been influenced by several factors:

1. Climate: The tropical and subtropical climate in“lndia, along with its monsoon
patterns, determines the cropping seasons.:I'he,summerimonsoon (June-September)
brings rainfall that supports Kharif crops, while the,winter'(rabi) season is dependent
on cooler and drier conditions.
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2. Soil Types: Indiahas,a varietysof soils like alluvial, black, red, and laterite, which are
suitable for different crops. Alluvial soils are found in river basins and are ideal for
rice, while‘black seils arg good for cotton cultivation.
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3. Water/Resources: The availability of water through rivers, canals, and groundwater
is crucial for agriculture. The Indus, Ganges, and Brahmaputra basins are major water
sources for irrigation.
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4. Topography: The physical landscape, such as the fertile plains of the Ganga and
Indus rivers, supports intensive agriculture, whereas the mountainous regions in the
north are less conducive to large-scale farming.
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5. Cultural and Economic Factors: Traditional farming practices, crop rotation, and
the integration of livestock have shaped agriculture in India. Additionally, economic
policies and government initiatives play a role in supporting agrarian practices.
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6. Technological Advances: The introduction of irrigation methods; modernimachinery,
and better seed varieties has improved agricultural productivity in many regions of the
subcontinent.
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What was the role of women in the production process during the medieval period.

The role of women in the production process during the medieval period was significant but
often confined to traditional tasks within the‘househald and rural economy:

1. Agriculture: Women played acrucial role in agriculture by helping with sowing,
harvesting, and processing cropsaThey were involved in tasks like weeding,
collecting watergand,preparing.food from harvested grains.
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2. “Handicrafts@and Textiles: Women were often responsible for weaving cloth,
spinningyarn, and making garments. This was especially important in rural areas
wherethey contributed to the production of textiles for local use.
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3. Household Production: In addition to agricultural work, women managed domestic
production of items such as pottery, baskets, and other daily-use items, which were
integral to household economies.
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4. Livestock Care: Women took part in the care of livestock, such as milking cows,
managing poultry, and providing for the well-being of animals, which was vital for
food production and economic stability.
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5. Social and Economic Constraints: Despite their significant contribution,"women’s
roles in production were often restricted due to social and cultural constraints, limiting
their participation in large-scale trade or decision-makinggprocesses.
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6. Participation in Trade: In some cases, especially inurban centers, women
participated in trade and commerce, either by running small businesses or helping in
local markets, but their roles were still largely subordinate.
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Examine briefly the land revenue system of the Mughals.

Thedand revenue system of the Mughals was a significant part of their administration and
played a cruciakrole in supporting the empire's economy:

1. Zabt System: The Mughal land revenue system, known as the Zabt, was primarily
basedson the measurement of land and the assessment of crops. Revenue was fixed
according to the fertility of the land, and the state claimed a share of the produce,
generally one-third.
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2. Revenue Collection: The revenue was collected by officials known as amils or
khalisa officers, who ensured the proper collection from peasants. The amount could
vary depending on the region, crop, and time of year.



RTSId HAGUT: IGId i 71 F/eraT UGBTI GRT T b SiTem 4T, Sl
mﬁmgﬁ@awm TR &, B 3R HH & YR W e
!

. Ain-i-Dahsala: Akbar introduced the Ain-i-Dahsala system, where revenue was
assessed based on the average production of crops over ten years. This helped in
stabilizing the revenue collection, making it more predictable for both the state and
the peasants.
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. Cash and Kind Payments: Revenue could be paid in either cash orikind (goods). The
peasants had to deliver a portion of their crops or cash equivalent to thestate,
depending on the region and the ruler's preferences.

qHG 3R T YA IoRA e I1 I (AHE) DT E YT o oI Jahel
7| Tl &1 3U- Bl &1 U FRIG] b e e IS, ! ¢ TSl T, S &
3R IMIH BT ITyfBemdran W ARk HRana

. Land Classification: The Mughal administrationielassified land into categories such
as barren, irrigated, and non-irrigated, and tax rates were adjusted based on the land
type and productivity.
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Impaet onfarmers: The Mughal land revenue system, although efficient, often
burdenedyfarmers with_high taxes, leading to occasional revolts and unrest. However,
it alsorhelped in the empire’s economic prosperity through organized collection and
administration;
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