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Discuss the process of rise of Islam. How did it affect the Arab society? 

Process of the Rise of Islam 

Emergence of Prophet Muhammad (570-632 CE) 

Prophet Muhammad was born in Mecca and began receiving divine revelations around 610 CE. 

These revelations, compiled in the Quran, formed the foundation of Islam. 

He preached monotheism, social justice, and equality, challenging the polytheistic and tribal systems 

of Arabia. 

Muhammad's teachings initially faced opposition from Meccan elites but gained followers among 

the oppressed classes. 
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Migration to Medina (622 CE) 

Facing persecution in Mecca, Muhammad and his followers migrated to Medina in 622 CE, marking 

the beginning of the Islamic calendar (Hijra). 

In Medina, Muhammad established a community governed by Islamic principles and united various 

tribes under Islam. 
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Expansion of Islam 

Muhammad's leadership brought tribal unity, military strength, and growing influence. Mecca was 

peacefully captured in 630 CE, and Islam spread across Arabia. 

By Muhammad’s death in 632 CE, Islam had become the dominant faith of the Arabian Peninsula. 

                              ,         औ   भ             630                         

       औ            अ        ल      

632                              अ                              

 

Impact on Arab Society 

Religious Unity 

Before Islam, Arabs practiced polytheism. Islam introduced monotheism, unifying tribes under one 

God (Allah). 

The Kaaba in Mecca became a central site of worship. 
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Social Reforms 

Islam abolished practices like female infanticide, established rights for women, and emphasized 

justice and equality. 

Tribal and class distinctions were de-emphasized, promoting a sense of community (Ummah). 
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Political and Economic Stability 

Islam provided a legal framework and governance system, replacing tribal conflicts with structured 

laws. 



 

 

Trade routes became safer as tribal rivalries declined, boosting the economy. 
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Cultural Development 

Islam encouraged literacy and learning, as the Quran was central to the faith. 

Arabic became the language of religion and scholarship, fostering cultural unity. 
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Discuss main merchant communities of India in medieval period and the products they dealt in for 

trading. 

Main Merchant Communities of India in the Medieval Period and Their Trade 

Banjaras 

The Banjaras were a prominent merchant community specializing in the transportation of goods 

using pack animals. 

They traded in grains, salt, textiles, and other essential commodities, often serving as the link 

between rural and urban markets. 
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Marwaris 

Originating from Rajasthan, the Marwaris became influential in long-distance trade. 

They dealt in textiles, spices, precious stones, and metals, and were known for their financial 

acumen, often functioning as moneylenders and financiers. 
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Chettis (Chettiars) 

The Chettis, based in Tamil Nadu, were prominent maritime traders in the southern regions. 

They traded in spices, rice, and textiles, often engaging in overseas commerce with Southeast Asia 

and the Arabian Peninsula. 
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Bohras 

A Shia Muslim merchant community, the Bohras were involved in both local and international trade. 

They primarily traded in textiles, spices, and medicinal herbs, with strong networks in the Arabian 

Sea trade routes. 
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Gujarati Merchants 

Gujarati traders were dominant in coastal trade and had a strong presence in the Indian Ocean trade 

network. 

They traded in cotton, indigo, spices, pearls, and precious stones, linking India with East Africa, the 

Middle East, and Southeast Asia. 

                                     औ                                                     

       ,   ल,    ल ,      औ                               औ  भ            अ    ,         औ  

    -                        

Khatris 

The Khatris of Punjab were significant in the overland trade routes, particularly along the Silk Road. 

They traded in silk, wool, and spices, and were often engaged in the caravan trade connecting India 

to Central Asia. 
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Armenians 

Armenians played a key role in medieval Indian trade, acting as intermediaries in international 

commerce. 

They dealt in gems, silk, spices, and luxury goods, maintaining connections with Persia, Europe, and 

the Far East. 
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Jewish Traders 

Settled in coastal regions like Kerala, Jewish merchants participated in spice trade and maritime 

commerce. 

They primarily traded in pepper, cardamom, and other spices, exporting them to the Middle East 

and Europe. 
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These merchant communities not only facilitated trade but also contributed to the cultural and 

economic exchanges in medieval India. 
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