MHI 101
PREVIOUS YEAR REPEATED QUESTIONS WITH ANSWERS
Both Hindi and English medium

Most Important for December 2024 Exam

Analyze the Portuguese Trade in the Indian Ocean. What led to its decline.
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The arrival of Vasco da Gama marked the Rise Of Portuguese in India. The
Portuguese presence in India lasted for over 400 years and left a lasting impact
on Indian society. The Portuguese introduced new technologies, architectural
styles, and cooking techniques to India. However, their legacy in India is also
marked by violence and exploitation.
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Control of Important Trade Ports

The Portuguese took control of key ports, like Goa in India, Malacca in
Southeast Asia, and Hormuz near the Persian Gulf. These ports were important
stops for traders traveling between Europe, Africa, and Asia. By holding these
locations, the Portuguese could control who traded what and where.
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Monopoly Over Spice Trade

Spices like pepper, cinnamon, and cloves were in high demand in Europe, and
the Portuguese were able to control the spice trade by restricting access to
Asian suppliers. They forced traders to pay high taxes, making huge profits and
keeping prices high in Europe.
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Conflict with Local Traders and Rulers

The Portuguese faced resistance from local traders and rulers who had been
involved in trade in the Indian Ocean for centuries. These local powers
resented Portuguese control and taxes. Over time, the Portuguese had to
spend more resources defending their positions, which weakened their trade
network.
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Competition from Other European Powers

Soon after, other European countries like the Dutch and the British entered the
Indian Ocean trade. These new powers had stronger naval forces and better
ships, which allowed them to challenge Portuguese control. The Dutch, in
particular, took over many Portuguese ports and trade routes.
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Corruption and Poor Administration

The Portuguese trade empire also struggled because of corruption and poor
management within their own system. Many officials were more interested in
personal profits than running the trade effectively. This weakened their ability
to compete and maintain control over their territory.
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Short Note on Maya Civilization

Geographic Locationand Influence

« The Maya civilization was based in Mesoamerica, covering parts of
present-day southern Mexico, Guatemala, Belize, Honduras, and El
Salvador. This diverse region includes dense rainforests, coastal plains,
and mountainous areas, all of which influenced Maya culture. For
instance, the Yucatan Peninsula, a significant part of Maya territory,
provided limestone used in their buildings, while the jungles of
Guatemala influenced their agricultural and hunting practices.
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Impressive Architecture and City Planning

Maya cities are famous for their advanced architectural designs. Cities
like Tikal (Guatemala), Chichen Itza (Mexico), and Palenque (Mexico)
demonstrate the Maya's skill in constructing large pyramids, ceremonial
temples, and grand plazas. For example, the Temple of the Great Jaguar
in Tikal stands over 150 feet tall and is an example of the Maya’s
advanced building techniques. Chichen Itza’s El Castillo pyramid.is
another example, designed as a precise astronomical calendar.
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Sophisticated Writing System

The Maya developed a unique writing system based on hieroglyphs, one
of the few advanced systems in pre-Columbian America. Maya glyphs
were complex and used to record important information, such as
historical events, royal lineage, and religious beliefs. An example of
Mavya inscriptions can be found at Copan (Honduras), where long stone
carvings, known as stelae, depict the achievements of Maya rulers.
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Achievements in Astronomy and Mathematics

The Maya were known for their knowledge of astronomy and
mathematics. They developed a highly accurate calendar system and
were one of the earliest cultures to understand the concept of zero. This
understanding allowed them to make precise calculations for their long-
count calendar. In fact, the Temple of Kukulkan at Chichen ltza is aligned
with the sun’s position during the equinox, showing their knowledge of

celestial movements.
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Religion and Rituals

Maya religion was deeply tied to their view of the universe, gods, and
ancestors. They believed in a pantheon of gods associated with nature
and performed rituals to ensure balance and prosperity. These rituals
included human sacrifices to honor gods like Chaac, the rain god,
especially during droughts. The Sacred Cenote in Chichen Itza was used
for offerings to gods, where archaeologists have found remains of
sacrificial objects and even humans.
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The Mysterious Decline of the Maya Civilization

« The decline of the Maya civilization remains a mystery, though theories
suggest that overpopulation, warfare, drought, and resource depletion
may have contributed. By the 9th century, major Maya cities in the
lowlands were abandoned, although Maya culture survived in smaller
communities. Today, modern-day descendants of the Maya still preserve
elements of their language, customs, and traditions in parts of Mexico,
Belize, and Guatemala.
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