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Write a short note about Kanchipuram as a temple town,
PG T HieR TR W T feuoft foafe.

Kanchipuram, often referred to as the "City of Temples,"” i1sione of the seven Moksha-puris
(sacred cities) in Hinduism. It is located in the'state of Tamil Nadu, India, and is known for
its rich history and spiritual significance, The town is home to numerous ancient temples,
many of which are dedicated to Lord Shiva, Vishou, and other Hindu deities. These temples
are known for their stunning Dravidian architecture intricate carvings, and religious
importance.
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Among the most fameustemples in Kanchipuram are the Kailasanathar Temple, Varadaraja
Perumal“Temple, and Ekambareswarar Temple. These temples not only attract pilgrims from
across India butalso hold a special place in the history of Indian architecture and culture. The
town is also venowned for its traditional silk weaving industry, making Kanchipuram a blend
of spirituality and craftsmanship.
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Trace the emergence and development of Cochin as a port city and a political capital.
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Cochin (modern-day Kochi), located on the southwestern coast of India in the state of Kerala,
has a long history as an important port city and political capital. Its rise as a significant port
city and political center can be traced back to ancient times, with its importance growing
steadily over the centuries due to its strategic location.
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1. Early History and Strategic Location

Cochin's emergence as a port city can be traced back to ancientitimes:its natural harbor and
proximity to international trade routes made it an idedl lecation fopmaritime trade. The
town's location on the Arabian Sea coast allowed it to develop agthriving trade network,
particularly with countries in the Middle East, Eurepe, and Squtheast Asia.
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2. Development Under the Kingdem of Cochin

In the 14th and 15th centuriesyCochin rose to prominence under the Kingdom of Cochin,
which had streng pelitical,and economic influence. The kingdom's rulers understood the
importance of the portfer trade@nd established it as a key center for commerce, particularly
in spices likegpepper,and eardamom, which were highly sought after by European traders.
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3. European Influence and Colonial Rule

The arrival of the Portuguese in the late 15th century marked a significant turning point in
Cochin's history. In 1503, the Portuguese established a trading post in Cochin and soon
gained control over the port. This period saw the development of Cochin as a key center in
the global spice trade, attracting the attention of European powers like the Dutch and the
British.



TR TUTa 3R Sufa=ht JARIA: 158 areet & 3id J Gaierd! &1 SNTEA S &

SIAe ¥ U Agayqul A1 UT| 1503 H, Geiierd! 7 i 8 Udh TR &g AT foba

3R T 81 Sexg IR =0 ured & foran | 39 safd § el A dfYyds Aden IR &
&% & wU A fqer foan, o 59 Sl fafewr o Rt wifaqal &1 @m
=R

4. Cochin under the Dutch and the British

After the Portuguese, the Dutch took control of Cochin in 1663 and built fortifications,
further enhancing its position as a trading hub. The Dutch held control of Cochin for almost a
century, after which the British took over the region in the 18th century. Under British rule,
Cochin continued to grow as a port city, though its role as a political ¢apital shifted.
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5. Cochin as a Political Capital

In the 19th century, the Kingdom of Cochin became part of the British Raj. During this time,
the political capital of the region was mawedte,Trivandrum (now Thiruvananthapuram).
While Cochin lost its political capital statusyit remained a vital port city and an economic
hub, contributing to the overall development of,Kerala.
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Examine in the gtowth of the city of Surat and the 17th and 18 centuries . What was the pattern of
urban social order of Surat.
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Surat, located on the western coast of India in the state of Gujarat, was one of the most
important port cities in the 17th and 18th centuries. The city’s growth during this period was
marked by its strategic location along the Arabian Sea, which made it a key center for trade,
especially in spices, textiles, and other commodities. Surat was a thriving commercial hub for
both domestic and international trade, and it became an integral part of global trade networks
during the Mughal Empire.
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1. Economic and Commercial Growth

In the 17th century, Surat became the center of maritime trade between India and Europe,
especially with the Portuguese, Dutch, English, and French trading companigs. The city
flourished under Mughal rule, with its port handling a variety of goodsy.including textiles,
which were highly sought after in Europe. Surat also had a thriving diamend tradetand played
a crucial role in the exchange of luxury goods.
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2. Urban Infrastructure and Cosmapolitan Nature

Surat's growth as a port city led to the develepment of a vibrant urban infrastructure. The city
had busy streets, markets, caravanserais, and allarge number of public buildings. It was
known for its cosmopolitan nature, as,it attracted people from different parts of India and
abroad. Traders, artisans, andyworkers from Persia, Central Asia, Africa, and Europe settled
in Surat, contributing tothe.city's cultural diversity.
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3. Decline infthe 18th Century

The 18th century saw the decline of Surat as a major port city, particularly due to the rise of
Bombay (now Mumbai) as a more favorable port for European trade. Several factors
contributed to this decline, including changing political dynamics, such as the weakening of
Mughal control over the region, and the rise of Maratha power in the area. Additionally, the
shifting of European trading interests to Bombay and the development of new trade routes
played a role in Surat's decline.
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Urban Social Order of Surat

Surat, like many other cities in India during this period, had a well-defined urban social
structure, which was based on both caste and professional divisions. The social hierarchy was
influenced by a combination of traditional Indian social norms, as well as the influx of
foreign traders and settlers.
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1. Caste-Based Hierarchy

The social hierarchy in Surat was largely shaped by the'easte system;which divided the
population into different categories, each with speeific duties'and secial roles. The higher
castes, including Brahmins, Kshatriyas, and Vaishyas;‘eccupied‘positions of power and
wealth, while the lower castes, such as the Dalits, worked th menial jobs and were subject to
social discrimination.
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2. OccupationalGroups

In addition tg'easte;iSurat®s,social order was also influenced by occupational divisions.
Merchants, traders, andiartisans formed the backbone of Surat's economy. The city was
known for its textile imdustry, and many artisans, such as weavers and dyers, belonged to
particularcastes origuilds. These occupational groups were critical in maintaining the city's
economic vitality.
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3. Role of Foreign Communities

Surat’s cosmopolitan nature also influenced its social structure. Several foreign communities,
including the Persian, Arabic, Jewish, and Armenian merchants, established themselves in
Surat. These foreign settlers formed their own communities within the city, with their own



religious and cultural practices. However, they were also integrated into the social and
economic life of Surat through trade and intermarriage with local residents.
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Analyse the emergence of Temple towns on their Tamilakam region.
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The Tamilakam region, which corresponds to modern-day Tamil Nadu, Kerala, and parts of
Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka, witnessed the emergence of temple towns as Significant
religious, cultural, and economic centers. The developmént of these temple,towns is deeply
connected to the evolution of the Tamil culture, religious practices, and‘the patronage
provided by dynasties such as the Cholas, Pandyas, and\Pallavas.

JHHH &, St g H IHeTg, aRd 3R HHCRITATGCHl & $3 ol 4 7d
TTar &, H HieR TR &1 357 U1itics, il sl dal & U # gafT| 39 dfer
TRI &1 fasr aftra Teia, anftfe gutef 3R did, YU 3R Uedl ST STl gR]
faU 1T TR&f01 9 8% FU A ST g1

1. Religious and Cultural Significance

The rise of temple towns iniLamilakam,cambe traced back to the development of the
Dravidian style of architectureyparticularly during the period of the Pallavas (6th—9th
century) and the Cholas (9th=13th,century). These towns were designed around large
temples, whigh were notionly placessof worship but also centers of learning, arts, and culture.
The temples beeame focal'points of social life and the surrounding towns developed in close
association with them.
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2. Political Patronage and Temple Town Development

The rise of temple towns was significantly influenced by royal patronage. The Chola rulers,
in particular, played a crucial role in promoting the construction of large temples, many of
which became the backbone of temple towns. The most famous example is the
Brihadeeswarar Temple in Thanjavur, built by Rajaraja Chola in the 11th century. Such
temples were not just places of worship, but also centers of political, economic, and



administrative control. The construction of temples often involved the creation of new
settlements and townships, which flourished due to the patronage provided by the kings.
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3. Economic Role of Temple Towns

Temple towns played a vital role in the economic life of Tamilakam. The temples became the
centers of agricultural and trade activities, as they controlled vastilands‘and resources. The
surrounding towns, which were often built around the temples;became,centers of trade, craft,
and commerce. The administration of the temple lands was carriedhout bysa network of priests
and officials who managed agricultural production and trade. The prosperity of these towns
was closely linked to the functioning of the templeyas a centralinstitution.

TR TRI 3 enfdfes Yf¥reT: Hfer 7RI A affasy e siam & Heaygul Yt
fuTE | G BN 3R e Tafafdat & s o= o, d fa=ma Y oiR e
TR A0 3@ | AR & IRT SR O, TIRSHIT U ¥, 3 MUR, SRR 3R aTfored &
&% 1 TT | AR B THAT BT URIEA JHIRATSR SMwIRGl & Sedd gRI fava STt

T, ST BN I 3R AUR FHLIGUT HRAY | STHRI &1 TG AR & Harg TRIH
& 0T B IR Y Teea N el g |

4. Social and Culturalkife

The temple townsd@lse became important social hubs, where various cultural activities took
place. The temples sponsoredifestivals, dance, music, and art, which were integral to the
social fabric/of theseitownsy, The annual festivals of the temples attracted large crowds of
devotees, pilgrims, anditraders, contributing to the economic and cultural vibrancy of the
townsy The temples became centers for the propagation of religious and cultural practices,
with a significant role played by the local community in maintaining the traditions and
rituals.
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5. Examples of Temple Towns




Some of the famous temple towns in Tamilakam include Kanchipuram, Thanjavur,
Madurai, and Chidambaram. Each of these towns was developed around major temples
and became integral to the religious, cultural, and political life of the region. Kanchipuram,
for example, was known for its temples dedicated to Lord Vishnu and Shiva and was a center
for education and culture. Similarly, Madurai’s Meenakshi Temple attracted pilgrims from all
over India and beyond, and the city became an important administrative center during the
Pandya rule.
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