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HIRAT AP 3figierT INDIAN NATIONAL MOVEMENT

SOME IMPORTANT AND REPEATED TOPICS FOR YOUR EXAM
BOTH HINDI AND ENGLISH

PART 1 DECEMBER SESSION

Write a note on the Quit India Movement.

The Quit India Movement, also known as the Bharat,Chhe@do"Andolan, was a significant
movement launched by the Indian National Congress . duringithe Second®World War in
1942. It was aimed at demanding an immediate end to Beitish rule,in Tadia.

The movement was a response to the British refusalito grantindia full independence and the
growing discontent due to the hardships facedgby Indians during the war. It marked a critical
turning point in the Indian independence struggle and ledte widespread protests and
resistance against British authority across, thesgountry.
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1. Catseéohthanovement:

e The Quit India Movement was primarily triggered by the British refusal to grant India
independence after the Cripps Mission in 1942, which failed to meet Indian
expectations. During the Second World War, Britain asked India to support its war
effort without offering any concrete political concessions in return. The demand for
an immediate end to British rule became urgent as India's economic and social
conditions worsened.
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2. Launch of the Movement:

On August 8, 1942, the Indian National Congress, led by Mahatma Gandhi, passed
a resolution calling for the immediate withdrawal of British rule from India. The
movement was launched from the historic Bombay session of the Indian National
Congress. Gandhi gave the famous slogan Do or Die" to inspire the masses to fight
for independence.
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3. Repression by the British Government:

The British government responded with immedtaie repression. Gandhi, Jawaharlal
Nehru, Sardar Patel, and other leaders were arrestedand imprisoned. The Congress
was declared illegal, and its 6ffices were,closed down. Protests, strikes, and
demonstrations broke out acrossyindia,,and the British used force to suppress these
movements.
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4. Mass Participasion:

Despite the arrests and repressive measures, the movement saw massive participation
from people across India, including students, workers, farmers, and women. The
movement spread rapidly in urban and rural areas, with people defying curfews and
participating in protests. However, it was largely leaderless after the arrest of major
leaders.
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5. Impact and Legacy:



e The Quit India Movement failed to immediately achieve its objective of ending
British rule, but it had a profound impact on the freedom struggle. It made it clear that
the majority of Indians were no longer willing to accept British rule. The British
realized that they could no longer govern India with the same ease, and it accelerated
the demand for independence.
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Discuss the demand for Pakistan and its consequences.

The demand for Pakistan was a pivotal momefituin the histony ofndia’s struggle for
independence. It was primarily driven by the growingisense,of pelitical, cultural, and
religious differences between the Muslim and Hindu'eommunities, particularly under the
leadership of the All India Muslim League and its prominent leader, Muhammad Ali
Jinnah. The demand for a separate Muslim-majority nation emerged during the 1940s,
amidst rising communal tensions and thetinabtlity‘ef the Indian National Congress and the
British to address the aspirations of Muslims, Thisultimately led to the partition of India in
1947, with the creation of Pakistan as‘a separate natign for Muslims.
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1. Origins of fhe Demand for Pakistan:

e The demand for Pakistan can be traced back to the Two-Nation Theory, proposed by
Sir Syed Ahmed Khan in the 19th century, which argued that Hindus and Muslims
were two distinct nations with different religions, cultures, and social customs. The
theory gained significant traction in the early 20th century, especially after the
Lucknow Pact of 1916, when political cooperation between Hindus and Muslims was
seen as a temporary arrangement.
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e The All India Muslim League, founded in 1906, gradually became the platform for
Muslim aspirations, and under Jinnah's leadership, it began to demand a separate
nation for Muslims. This demand was formalized in 1940 with the passage of the
Lahore Resolution, which called for the creation of Pakistan.
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2. Reasons Behind the Demand for Pakistan:

e Religious and Cultural Differences: The primary reasonor thesdemand for Pakistan
was the perception that Hindus and Muslims had,fundamentally different religions,
cultures, and ways of life. Muslims fearéththat in‘a unified“lndia, their religious,
social, and political interests would be undermined‘by the,Hindu majority.
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« Political Marginalization: Muslims felt politically marginalized in the Congress-led
struggle for indépendencepwhieh was dominated by Hindu leaders. They believed
that their interests,and concerns were being sidelined in a predominantly Hindu-
dominated India.
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o Failure of Constitutional Safeguards: The failure of previous constitutional
arrangements, such as the Montagu-Chelmsford Reforms and the Simon
Commission, to address Muslim concerns contributed to the demand for a separate
nation.
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3. Consequences of the Demand for Pakistan:

Partition of India: The demand for Pakistan culminated in the partition of India in
1947. The British, unable to resolve the differences between the Congress and the
Muslim League, decided to divide India into two independent dominions: India and
Pakistan.
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Communal Violence: The partition led to widespread,communalyiolence, with
Hindus and Muslims fighting each other. Millions‘ef peaple were displaced from their
homes, and the migration from one countiy,to anathefwasimarked by brutal
massacres, rapes, and other atrocities.
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Mass Migration: The partition led to one of the largest mass migrations in history,

with millions of Hindus and Sikhs migrating from Pakistan to India, and millions of
Muslims migrating In the opposite direction. The migration was often accompanied
by horfific vielence and loss of life.
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Creation of Pakistan: Pakistan was created as a separate nation for Muslims on
August 14, 1947. It was initially divided into two regions: West Pakistan (modern-
day Pakistan) and East Pakistan (now Bangladesh), separated by over 1,600
kilometers of Indian territory.
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« 4. Impact on India and Pakistan: HRd 3R UIfer— R UHTa:

e Increased Communal Tensions: The partition not only created a new nation but also
deepened communal tensions between Hindus and Muslims, which continue to affect
relations between India and Pakistan even today.
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« Economic and Political Setbacks: Bothicountriesifaced significant economic and
political challenges following partition. Thexdivision,of assets, resources, and the
impact of migration placed a heavy burden on‘both*India and Pakistan.
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« Relations Between, India and Pakistan: The partition and the creation of Pakistan
laid the foundation fordecades Of hostility between India and Pakistan, resulting in
multiple wats, terkitorialidisputes, and a long-standing rivalry that continues to shape
the political dynamies of South Asia.
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 1935,

The Government of India Act, 1935 was a major legislative step towards self-government
for India. It was based on the recommendations of the Simon Commission, the Round Table
Conferences, and the White Paper of 1933. The Act introduced significant changes to the
political structure of British India, aiming to give more autonomy to Indian provinces and
allow for greater Indian participation in the administration.



However, it did not grant full independence to India, and many Indian leaders considered it a
limited measure that fell short of their demands for complete self-rule. The Act laid the
groundwork for the future struggle for independence.
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1. Federal System of Government:

e The Act introduced a federal structure for India, with‘a central government and
provincial governments. It provided for a Fedekation, of tndia,"e@omprising British
India and the princely states (if they agreed to join)yHoweverthe federation never
came into being because the princely stateSydid not,ageee toyjoin the federation.
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2. Provincial Autonomy:

« It provided provincesywith a‘degree of autonomy, allowing them to have their own
legislative assemblies and control over several subjects, except for those under the
central government. Pravinges Were given the right to elect their own governments,
thoughythe eentrallgovernment retained the power to dismiss provincial governments.
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3. Bicameradfl egislature:

e The Central Legislative Assembly had two houses: the Council of States (upper
house) and the Legislative Assembly (lower house). Members of the Legislative
Assembly were elected through indirect elections, while the members of the Council
of States were mostly appointed. The Viceroy's Executive Council was enlarged,
with certain seats being made available for Indian members, including one for the
Secretary of State for India.
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4. Separate Electorates and Communal Representation:

e The Act continued the separate electorates system, which gave different
communities (Hindus, Muslims, Sikhs, etc.) the right to elect their own
representatives to the legislative bodies. This provision aimed to safeguard the
interests of the minority communities, but it deepened communal divisions in India.
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5. Office of the Governor-General:

« The Governor-General continued to be the representative of,the Bgitish Crown in
India and had extensive powers. The Governor-General“tetained the authority to act
without the advice of the Executive Coungikin certainymnatters, which limited the
autonomy of the Indian government.
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6. Reserved Subjects:

« Certain subjects, such,as defense, foreign affairs, and finance, were reserved for the
central government. These Were areas where the central government could exercise
full control.
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7. Rindamental Rights and Laws:

o The Actintreduced some fundamental rights for the Indian population, such as
freedom of speech and religion, though these were limited in scope compared to those
in a madern democracy. It allowed for the separation of powers between the
executive, legislative, and judiciary, though the judicial independence was still
limited.
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8. Electoral Reforms:



The Act expanded the electorate in India by granting voting rights to a larger portion
of the population. However, the voting system was still limited to those who met
property qualifications, making it inaccessible to a large portion of the Indian
populace.
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