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1. Trace the genesis of the princely state in India.
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The genesis of the princely state in India can be traced threugh itsleng and varied history,
shaped by different political systems and rulers over time.

These states came into being through variotsyprocesses, influenced by local kingdoms,
foreign invaders, and the British colonial system:.
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1. Ancient and Medieval Period (Before the British Arrival)

In ancient and medieval“India, there were many small kingdoms and republics. These regions
were oftensruled by.local kings or chiefs, with large empires like the Mauryas and Guptas
controlling some areas. Smaller regions had their own rulers who governed under the
influence or control of these larger empires.
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o Feudalism and Local Rulers: From the 8th to 12th centuries, local rulers governed
smaller areas under larger empires like the Chola, Chalukya, or Delhi Sultanate.
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e The Mughal Period (1526-1857): During the Mughal period, many parts of India
were directly controlled by the Mughal emperor, but they also allowed local rulers to
manage their territories. These rulers had to remain loyal to the Mughal emperor and
follow his laws, but they kept control over their regions.
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2. British East India Company Era (1600-1857)

When the British East India Company arrived in India, they started by setting up,trading posts
and later took control over large areas through wars, treaties, and annexations. The British
began to govern through local rulers, allowing them to manage their territoriesias long as they
were loyal to the British Crown.
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« Subsidiary Alliance and Doctrine of Liapse: Under British rule, policies like the
Subsidiary Alliance (which required Indian rulers to keep British soldiers in their
states) and the Doctrine of Lapsey(which allowed the British to take over states
without a male heir) were used to control the princely states.
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3. Post-1857"Revolt and Creation of Princely States (1858-1947)

After the 1857 revolt, the British took direct control over India. However, they continued to
allow local Kings and rulers to govern many regions, calling them "princely states.” These
rulers had autonomy in local affairs but had to accept British rule over defense and foreign
relations.
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4. Post-Independence Integration of Princely States (1947-1950)

When India gained independence in 1947, the princely states were given the option to join
either India or Pakistan, or remain independent. Most of the rulers agreed to join India, and
the process of integrating over 500 princely states into the Indian Union was carried out by
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel and the Indian government. This ended the era of princely states.
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2. Critically examine the Pallava polity on the basts of®rasasti tradition.
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The Pallava dynasty, which ruled overlarge parts,of southern India from the 6th to the 9th
century, left behind a rich collection of Prasastis (epigraphic records or inscriptions) that
offer valuable insights into the nature afitheir polity.
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Prasastis were primarily inscriptions'carved on temple walls, copper plates, and stone pillars,
and they servedito glorify the rulers by highlighting their military victories, religious
patronage, and.achievements.
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These inscriptions provide crucial information about the administrative, political, and social
structure of the Pallava kingdom. A critical examination of Pallava polity through the
Prasasti tradition can shed light on both the strengths and the limitations of their rule.
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1. Royal Legitimacy and Divine Authority



The Prasastis were often used to establish the royal legitimacy of the Pallava rulers by
associating their authority with divine approval. The Pallava kings portrayed themselves as
rulers chosen by the gods, and in some cases, they were even depicted as divine figures
themselves. For example, King Mahendravarman I in his Rajasimha Prasasti is portrayed
as a protector of dharma (righteousness) and as an incarnation of the god Shiva. Such divine
associations helped legitimize their authority, especially when faced with challenges from
rival dynasties.
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2. Military Progress and Conquests

One of the key features of Pallava Prasastis is the emphasis,on‘military success and
territorial expansion. The inscriptions highlight the victories of the'Pallava kings over their
rivals, both within the Tamil region and beyond. For instance, Mahendravarman I is praised
for his victory over the Chalukyas and other southern rulers. Narasimhavarman I, another
significant Pallava ruler, is celebrated faor hiswictory over the Chalukya king Pulakeshin 11
in the famous Battle of Vatapi (around 642,CE).“}he Prasastis emphasized not just military
success but also the king's role as a pretectorof the kingdom, which played a crucial part in
reinforcing the ruler’s power.
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3. Patronage of Art and Religion

Another important theme in the Prasastis is the patronage of religion and culture. The
Pallava kings were known for their support of temple building and religious activities,
which is a frequent subject in the inscriptions. For instance, Rajasimha, a Pallava king, is
credited with building the famous Shore Temple at Mamallapuram, and many other
architectural wonders. Additionally, the Pallavas were ardent patrons of Brahmanical
traditions, supporting temples dedicated to gods like Shiva, Vishnu, and Durga. The
inscriptions celebrate their contributions to the religious and cultural landscape, presenting
them as champions of dharma and protectors of the gods.
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4. ldealization and Exaggeration

While the Prasastis were effective tools for propagating the king’s greatness, theyralso
involved a certain level of exaggeration and idealization. The records often inflate the
military achievements of the rulers and present them as invincible and omnipotent. For
example, the victories over rivals like the Chalukyas and the Pandya kingsiare portrayed in
an exaggerated manner, often without mentioning the challenges faced byithe kings or their
failures. This idealization of the rulers created a myth ofiinwincibility;.which*was not always
in line with historical reality.
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TOPIC3

Analysis ofghe Growth of the Nayaka System under the Vijayanagara
Rulers

The Nayakassystem refers to a unique political and administrative structure that emerged in
the Vijayanagara Empire during the 15th and 16th centuries.

The system saw the rise of Nayakas (military governors or chiefs) who were appointed by
the Vijayanagara kings to govern provinces or regions within the empire.

The growth of this system played a crucial role in the expansion and administration of the
empire. However, it also had lasting consequences for the political landscape of South India.
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1. Origin and Early Development

The Nayaka system originated during the reign of Krishnadevaraya (1509-1529);.0ne of the
most prominent Vijayanagara rulers. Initially, the Nayakas were military*ecammanders who
were given control over certain regions or territories as part of the king’s administrative and
military structure. These Nayakas were granted autonomy_in exchange forimilitary service
and loyalty to the central authority.

« Early Role: The Nayakas were primarily responsible,for maintaining law and order,
collecting taxes, and providing military sdppert to the Vijayanagara rulers during
times of war. This gave them significant power withintheifyrespective regions.
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2. Expansignrof the Nayaka System

The rise of the'Nayaka system came at a time when the Vijayanagara Empire was at its peak,
under rulerslike Krishnadevaraya and Achyutadevaraya. As the empire expanded, the
central administration needed capable and trusted military commanders to govern distant
provinces. The Nayakas were often granted larger territories and military control in exchange
for their loyalty and service.

o Decentralization: The growth of the Nayaka system led to the decentralization of
power within the Vijayanagara Empire. The kings, though still supreme, had to rely
on the military and administrative capabilities of the Nayakas. Over time, the Nayakas
began to exercise more independence, sometimes even acting like semi-independent
rulers in their regions.
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3. Role of the Nayakas in Governance

The Nayakas played a crucial role in both military and civil governance. They werestasked
with overseeing administration, ensuring the collection of revenue, and maintaining military
readiness. In exchange for their duties, they were given land grants and allowedto build forts,
which further strengthened their control over their territorigs.

« Revenue and Taxation: The Nayakas had controhoveriocaliaxation, including land
revenue, trade taxes, and other forms of income. This'helped them accumulate wealth
and solidify their political power.

« Military Support: In times of conflict, the Nayakas were required to raise armies and
provide support to the central ruler, ensuring thelempire’s defense.
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TOPIC -4

Examine the Development of a New Subedari in Awadh in the Early
Eighteenth Century

In the early eighteenth century, the Mughal Empire was weakening.
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There were many problems inside the empire, such as instability, attacks from outside, and a
loss of control by the Mughal emperors.
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During this time, the region of Awadh (Oudh) in northern India became important, and a
new form of subedari (governorship) was created. This change happened because the
Mughal Empire was getting weaker, and local leaders started to grow in power.
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1. Background: Decline of Mughal Authority

By the early eighteenth century, the Mughal Empire, once a'strong and unitechempire, was
facing many problems. After the death of Aurangzeb ia 17075 the Mughallemperor’s power
weakened. As a result, local rulers, such as the Nawabs in different regions, gained more
control and independence. The emperor still appointed the'Nawab orgovernor, but these
governors became stronger as Mughal power weakened:

o Awadh's Importance: Awadh was a very important region due to its rich land,
agriculture, and strategic location. It,played a key role in the economy and was also
important for military purposes. The Mughal Empire needed strong local rulers in
places like Awadh to keep control, especially as new threats started appearing from
outside.
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2. Rise of the New Subedari in Awadh: Appointment of Saadat Ali Khan

In 1722, the Mughal emperor Rafi ud-Darajat appointed Saadat Ali Khan as the Nawab of
Awadh. This marked the beginning of the new subedari in Awadh. Saadat Ali Khan was
given the responsibility to rule over the region, and his position was recognized by the
Mughal emperor. This appointment was part of the Mughal Empire’s plan to allow local
leaders to manage distant regions in exchange for loyalty to the emperor.



o Key Role of Saadat Ali Khan: Saadat Ali Khan, who had been a military leader, was
trusted with the responsibility of controlling the region, collecting taxes, and
maintaining law and order. This increased his power and control in the area.
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3. Impact on the Region and Administration

Under Saadat Ali Khan, the region of Awadh saw.significant'¢changes. He took measures to
strengthen the local economy, improve administrationpand stabilize the region. Saadat Ali
Khan’s position allowed him to have more control over théyarea’s resources, which made him
more powerful. He also strengthened his military and built alltances with local rulers.

e Development of Infrastructure:and”Administration: Saadat Ali Khan worked on
developing infrastructure like roads‘and markets. He also focused on collecting taxes
and building a stable administrative system to manage the region effectively.
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Topic 5
Arrival of the Portuguese in India

1. Background: European Exploration and the Age of Discovery

During the late 15th century, European nations were searching for new trade routes to Asia.
The main aim was to find direct sea routes to the spice-rich regions of Southeast Asia and
India, bypassing the Middle Eastern merchants who controlled the land routes. Portugal,
under the leadership of Prince Henry the Navigator, became a major player in the Age of
Discovery.
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2. Vasco da Gama’s Arrival in India (1498)

The first significant Portuguese arrival in India occurred in 1498, when Vasco da Gama, a
Portuguese explorer, sailed around the southern tip of Africa (Cape of Good Hope) and
reached the port of Calicut (in present-day Kerala). This journey marked the eginning of
the Portuguese presence in India. Vasco da Gama's successful voyage opened.a sea route to
India, which was crucial for the Portuguese to establish a monopoly overthe spice trade.

e Trade and Expansion: Following Vasco da Gama, the Portugueseset up trading
posts and forts along the west coast of India, including Goea in 1510, which later
became the center of Portuguese power in India’
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3. Portuguese Influence in India

The Portuguese*had-a significant impact on Indian society and economy, particularly through
their control ‘Qver the spice trade. They established colonial rule in coastal regions of India,
and their influence extended beyond trade to religion, culture, and architecture.

o Trade in Spices and Wealth: The Portuguese established a monopoly over the spice
tradesin'India, bringing wealth to their empire. They controlled the export of pepper,
cloves, and other spices from Malabar (western India) and established strong trade
connections with Europe.

e Religious Impact: The Portuguese also introduced Christianity to India, especially
in regions like Goa. Many churches and missionary activities were established, which
led to the conversion of some local populations to Christianity.

o Architectural Influence: The Portuguese influence is visible in the architecture of
coastal regions, especially in Goa, where churches and forts built during the
Portuguese rule still stand today.
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4. Challenges to Portuguese Rule

o Decline in Power: By the 17th and 18th ¢enturies, the Pertuguese influence began to
decline due to the rise of the Dutch, British, and French powers in India. Goa
remained a Portuguese stronghold until the mid=20th eentury but lost its importance in
global trade.
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