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Question: How did the establishment of railways help Tn theé€onqtigst ahd
administration of India?
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Introduction:

The establishment of railways in India played,a ctucial role in both the conquest and the
administration of the country by the British, Railways provided the British with the necessary
infrastructure to strengthen their control overindia, facilitate military movements, improve
communication, and boast economig exploitation. It was a major tool used by the colonial
government to maintain its‘dominanceyoverithe Indian subcontinent.
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1. Improved Communication and Connectivity (HdR 3R wAfeefad ﬁ'g%n?)
The establishment of railways significantly improved communication and
connectivity across India. It made it easier for the British to move troops, officials,
and resources quickly to any part of the country, ensuring faster control and response
in times of unrest or rebellion.
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2. Facilitated Troop Movement (ﬁﬂ“ﬁl‘ﬁfﬁﬁﬁ'ﬂ@ﬁﬁ)
Railways enabled the British to transport large numbers of troops across vast

distances in a short period of time. This was crucial for quelling uprisings, such as the
1857 Sepoy Mutiny, and maintaining law and order throughout the country.
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3. Economic Exploitation and Resource Transfer (&IT%‘\’ﬂW&ﬁ?W%IﬁW

Railways played a key role in the economic exploitation of India by facilitating the
easy transfer of raw materials from the interior to ports for export. It helped the
British in extracting India's resources and boosting their trade.
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4. Strengthened British Administration (fSIfe=T w=ITa ® gotgE a1
With railways, the British were able to efficiently manage theiradministrative
machinery across India. It helped in the timely transfer of administrative‘orders and
resources to different parts of the country, ensuring smoath governance.
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5. Boosted British Military Control (fafe=r 3= fAsor &1 agrar ¢

Railways allowed the British,to establish a stronger military presence across the
country, enabling them to suppressievolts and maintain control over different
regions. The ease of transportation,made,it difficult for Indian forces to resist British
dominance.
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Quastion: ARalyze thelocal administration under the Cholas with special reference to
ur, nadumBralMadeya, and Nagaram.
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Introduction:

The Chola dynasty, one of the most significant South Indian dynasties, established an
efficient local administration system to govern their vast empire. This system was
decentralized, with local administration carried out through various units like ur, nadu,
Brahmadeya, and Nagaram. These units were crucial in managing the day-to-day affairs of
the local population, taxation, land distribution, and maintaining law and order. The Chola
administration ensured effective governance by involving local bodies in the administration
and enabling them to function with considerable autonomy.
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1. Ur(3)

Ur was the smallest administrative unit under the Chola Empire, typically consisting
of a village or a group of villages. It was primarily responsible for local governance,
such as maintaining law and order, collecting taxes, and managing land affairs. The ur
was managed by a local assembly, known as the ur sabha, whieh cansisted of village
elders.
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2. Nadu (ATg)

Nadu was a larger administrative unit, usuallyaconsisting of a group of villages. It
played a significant role in revenue collection, judicial*functions, and local
administration. The head of the,nadu was\called the’naduvazhi, who supervised the
functioning of local assemblies like thesnadu sabha and coordinated the collection of
taxes.
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3. Brahmadeya (ﬁﬁﬁ'ﬂ)
Brahmadeya referred.to dand grants made to Brahmins, which were exempted from
taxes..khese lands\were managed by the Brahmin community, and the administration
of these landsiwas typically handled by the local assemblies. Brahmadeyas were
important in the'€hola administration as they played a role in local governance,
economicuactivities, and religious affairs.

STEICT 8 HH 3! &I Bl SITdT AT St STl bl iU ofd & ofR forg -1 9

Tk W@ ST AT S YW BT Y ST e/ glelmuﬂdl T, 3R 3 YA

T I AT I UTa gRT b el oT| e B = &

mﬁaﬂﬁ?ﬁaﬁuw, e wfafafday sik enfifes Armal § Yftrer
|

4. Nagaram (-ITIRH)

Nagaram was the administrative unit corresponding to towns and cities. These were
urban centers that were involved in trade, commerce, and craft production. The
Nagaram was governed by a local council, which consisted of town leaders,
merchants, and other influential people. It played an important role in maintaining
order, controlling trade, and managing the economic activities of the region.
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The Chola Empire's local administration system, with its efficient use of ur, nadu,
Brahmadeya, and Nagaram, played a crucial role in the governance of the empire. These
administrative units helped maintain law and order, collect taxes, manage resources, and
ensure that the local population's needs were met. The decentralized system allowed local
bodies considerable autonomy while maintaining central control, making the Chola
administration one of the most effective in Indian history.
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Question: Examine the education p@hicyaef thégelonial state.
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Introduction:

The education policy ofithe British colonial state in India was primarily designed to serve
their interests rather than the needs of the Indian population. The British sought to create a
class of educated Indiansiwho would serve as intermediaries between the rulers and the ruled.
The education systemywas influenced by the British goal of spreading English language and
Western-style‘educationpbut it largely neglected the traditional Indian educational systems
and localineeds. The/colonial education policy played a significant role in shaping the social,
political, and cultural landscape of India, with both positive and negative outcomes.
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1. English Education and Western Influence (Gi'aiﬁ ﬁl&l’l &ﬁwf%lﬁmn'q')

The British introduced English as the medium of instruction, aiming to create a class




of educated Indians who could assist in administration and act as intermediaries
between the British rulers and the Indian masses. The focus was on Western
knowledge, including subjects like science, literature, and law, rather than on Indian
culture or indigenous knowledge.
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The Wood’s Dispatch of 1854 laid the foundation for a more structured education
system. It recommended the establishment of schools and colleges, the promotion of
vernacular languages in education, and the training of teachers. However, despite
these recommendations, the focus remained on English education, andsthexcolonial
state did not significantly invest in the development of local languages or traditional
education systems.
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. Exclusion of Indian Traditions (‘J-I'R?ﬂ'q W\’rﬁﬂﬁ@&ﬂ)

The colonial education systemydeliberately ignored,India’s rich tradition of education,
including ancient universities like, Nalandaand Takshashila. The system marginalized
indigenous knowledge systems such,as Ayurveda, astronomy, and traditional arts. The
emphasis on Western education led to'a disconnect between educated Indians and
their own culturalyheritage.
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anThe Rise of Indian'Nationalism ('l-ﬂTcﬂ'q?TgEITEWG'c{U)

While'the colonial education system served British interests, it also unintentionally
laidithe foundation for Indian nationalism. Educated Indians began to recognize the
inequalities and injustices of British rule. Many prominent leaders of the
independence movement, such as Rabindranath Tagore, Lala Lajpat Rai, and Subhas
Chandra Bose, were products of this system, using their education to challenge
colonial rule.
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. Limited Access to Education (ﬁr&naﬁ?ﬁﬁauﬁm

Despite the expansion of education under British rule, it was still limited to a small
section of society. The education system primarily served the upper classes, while the




majority of Indians, especially in rural areas, had little or no access to schooling. The
colonial education policy was not designed to uplift the masses but to create a class of
clerks and administrators for the colonial government.
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In conclusion, the education policy of the colonial state in India was shaped by the British
desire to control and exploit India for their benefit. While it led to the growth of a small
educated class, it largely ignored the needs of the masses and the richicultural heritage of
India. The legacy of the colonial education system had long-lasting effects onstheslndian
education system and society, both positive and negative.
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