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Describe the central administration of the Delhi Sultans. 

The central administration of the Delhi Sultans refers to the system of 

governance established by the Sultans of Delhi to manage and rule over the 

vast territories they controlled. The central administration evolved over time, 

with different Sultans introducing various reforms.  

1. Role of the Sultan The Sultan was the supreme ruler and the central 

authority in the administration. He was responsible for maintaining law 

and order, defending the empire, and ensuring justice. The Sultan's 

position was considered both political and religious, and he was seen as 

the protector of Islam and the state. 
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2. The Central Administrative System The Sultan's court was the heart of 

the administration, where decisions were made regarding governance, 

military, and justice. The Sultan was assisted by several important 

officials to manage different aspects of the empire. 
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3. Important Officials in the Administration 

o Wazir (Prime Minister): The Wazir was the chief administrator 

who assisted the Sultan in running the government. He was in 

charge of the administration, finances, and the civil service. 

o Diwan-i-Ariz (Military Head): The Diwan-i-Ariz was responsible for 

the army and military matters, including the recruitment and 

maintenance of soldiers. 

o Diwan-i-Riyasat (Revenue Minister): This official was responsible 

for managing the empire's revenue, including land taxes and other 

forms of income. 

o Qazi (Judge): The Qazi played a key role in the legal system, 

ensuring that Islamic law (Sharia) was followed and overseeing the 

judicial processes. 

o Amir-i-Hajib (Master of the Royal Household): This official 

managed the Sultan's household and personal affairs. 
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4. Provincial Administration Below the central administration, the empire 

was divided into provinces, each governed by a Governor (called Naib or 

Mamluk). These governors were responsible for maintaining law and 

order, collecting taxes, and ensuring that the Sultan’s orders were 

followed in their regions. 
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5. Revenue and Taxation System The Delhi Sultans developed an 

organized system of revenue collection. The most important tax was the 

land tax, known as Kharaj, which was levied on the agricultural produce. 

Officials like the Diwan-i-Riyasat were responsible for collecting these 

taxes and ensuring a steady income for the Sultan’s treasury. 
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6. The Role of the Military The military was an essential part of the central 

administration. The Sultan depended on a strong army for the defense 

of the empire and to suppress internal revolts. The military was 

organized into units, each commanded by a Shikdar or Amir (military 

commanders). 
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7. Court and Administration of Justice The Sultan's court was where justice 

was administered, and the Qazi played an important role in ensuring 

that Islamic laws were followed. The Qazi heard cases related to family 

matters, inheritance, and criminal offenses, while the Sultan could hear 

appeals and make final decisions on important issues. 
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Zamindars rebellions in Awadh.  

The Zamindar Rebellions in Awadh were a series of uprisings led by local 

landowners, or zamindars, in the Awadh region (modern-day Uttar Pradesh) 

during the 18th and 19th centuries.  

These rebellions were mainly a response to the oppressive policies and 

exploitation by the British East India Company, and later by the British 

government, following the decline of Mughal power.  

1. Background of Zamindars in Awadh Zamindars were influential 

landowners in rural areas, responsible for collecting revenue from 

peasants and paying taxes to the ruling authorities. In Awadh, zamindars 

held significant power and had control over large areas of land. 

However, their position began to weaken with the increasing 

interference of the British East India Company and the changing revenue 

policies that affected their traditional rights. 
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2. Causes of the Zamindar Rebellions 

o Exploitation by the British East India Company: The British East 

India Company imposed heavy taxes on zamindars and peasants, 

which led to widespread resentment. The zamindars were unable 

to collect sufficient revenue to pay their dues, leading to financial 

hardships. 

o Changes in Revenue Policies: The British introduced new revenue 

systems such as the Permanent Settlement (1793), which fixed 

land taxes. This system often favored the British and left 

zamindars vulnerable to financial instability. 

o Loss of Power: As the British took control over the region, 

zamindars lost their traditional powers and their authority was 

undermined. 
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3. Notable Zamindar Rebellions in Awadh 

o The Revolt of 1857: Although not solely a zamindar uprising, the 

Revolt of 1857 (also known as the First War of Indian 

Independence) saw significant participation from zamindars in 



 

 

Awadh. They rebelled against British rule due to the economic 

hardships caused by oppressive policies. Leaders like Begum 

Hazrat Mahal and Maulvi Ahmadullah Shah played key roles in 

leading these uprisings, and zamindars were a major part of the 

resistance against British forces. 

o Rebellion of 1857 in Awadh: Before the broader revolt, there 

were several smaller uprisings by zamindars in Awadh, where they 

protested against the harsh land revenue system and British 

interference. These early uprisings laid the foundation for the 

larger rebellion of 1857. 
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4. Consequences of the Zamindar Rebellions 

o British Retaliation: The British responded to these uprisings with 

brutal force, executing many zamindars and their families. The 

British made efforts to weaken the power of zamindars by 

confiscating their lands and wealth. 

o Changes in Administration: After the Revolt of 1857, the British 

government took direct control of Awadh, removing the Mughal-

appointed Nawabs and establishing British rule. The zamindars 

lost much of their influence and power in the region, and many 

were either removed or weakened by the British administration. 
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