
 

 

MGP-004 
GANDHI’S POLITICAL THOUGHT 

IMPORTANT TOPICS FOR EXAM 

Hindi & English 

Topic 1  

Explain Gandhi’s criticism of western civilization. 

Gandhi's criticism of Western civilization, particularly in his work 
"Hind Swaraj," can be summarized in several key points.  
 
Materialism and Consumerism 
Gandhi criticized Western civilization for its focus on material wealth 
and consumerism. He believed that this emphasis led to a 
degradation of moral and spiritual values. 

                                   और उ          र             

               उ                इ    र      र        और 

                       र       
 
Industrialization and Exploitation 
He argued that the industrialization promoted by Western civilization 
resulted in the exploitation of both natural resources and human 
labor. This, according to him, led to economic disparity and social 
injustice. 

उ                               र            ई औ       र     

                 और                       इ      र , उ    

     र,               और                 र       
 
Loss of Self-Sufficiency 
Gandhi criticized the Western model for making countries and 
individuals dependent on industrial products and foreign goods, 
rather than being self-sufficient. 
 



 

 

                                ,             और           

औ      उ      और               र     र         ,      

      र          
 
Emphasis on Physical Comfort 
He argued that Western civilization placed too much emphasis on 
physical comfort and convenience, which distracted people from 
seeking spiritual fulfillment and self-realization. 

उ                                  र  र   र   और         र     

       र     ,                             और         र    

               र       
 
Neglect of Rural Life 
Gandhi lamented the neglect of rural life and agriculture in favor of 
urbanization and industrial growth, leading to the decline of 
traditional village communities. 

           र  र  और औ                                और 

        उ      र              ,         र   र                

               
 
These points encapsulate Gandhi's fundamental disagreements with 
the principles and practices of Western civilization, as he viewed 
them through the lens of his own values and beliefs. 
 

                                         और                       

                     र     ,         उ                          

और                          
  

Topic 2  

Explain the relationship between fascism and socialism. 

 



 

 

The relationship between fascism and socialism is complex, as both 
ideologies emerged in the early 20th century as responses to the 
social, economic, and political upheavals of the time. Despite their 
significant differences, there are some historical and ideological links 
between the two: 
 
Common Origins and Context 
Response to Industrialization and Class Struggle: 
Both fascism and socialism emerged as responses to the challenges 
posed by industrialization, capitalism, and class struggle. They sought 
to address the inequalities and social dislocations caused by rapid 
economic changes. 

औ       र ,         , और             र  उ                        

        और                  उ       उ                    

  र            र  उ             और                      

         र                 
 
Anti-Liberalism: 
Both ideologies rejected the liberal democratic values of the time, 
including individualism and free-market capitalism. Fascists saw 
these as weak and divisive, while socialists viewed them as 
perpetuating class inequality. 

          र  र       उ         उ  र                ,       

       और         र                  ,       र   र       

         इ               र और         र          ,      

         इ                       र                   
 
Ideological Overlaps 
Populism and Mass Mobilization: 
Both fascism and socialism utilized populist rhetoric and sought to 
mobilize the masses. They aimed to create a broad base of support 
by appealing to common people, although their methods and goals 
differed significantly. 



 

 

        और                                      उ          

और                 र                उ                  

        र                    र             र  ,         

उ     र    और उ                 
Nationalism vs. Internationalism: 
Fascism is intensely nationalistic, promoting the supremacy of the 
nation-state and often advocating for racial or ethnic purity. 
Socialism, particularly Marxist socialism, is internationalist in its 
outlook, seeking solidarity among the working classes across national 
boundaries. 

              र          ,    र   -र                              

और   र                               र              , 

                            ,                   रर              , 

   र                  र                                 र       
 
Historical Interactions 
Political Opposition and Conflict: 
Throughout history, fascist and socialist movements have often been 
in direct opposition to one another. Fascists viewed socialists as 
threats to national unity and order, while socialists saw fascists as 
tools of capitalist oppression. 

इ           र  ,          और                        र   -

   र                 र                                          

र           और               र      ,                     

                         उ        उ  र                 

 

 

 
These points illustrate that while fascism and socialism share some 
historical contexts and superficial similarities, their core principles 
and goals are fundamentally different. 

                                      और                         

      और                 , उ               और              

        



 

 

Topic 3 
Define ‘Power’. Write about Gandhi’s views on power. 
Power 
Definition: 
Power is the ability or capacity to influence, control, or command 
others' behavior, actions, or beliefs. It can manifest in various forms 
such as political, social, economic, and military power. 

    

  र    : 

       र          र,     ,                     ,        ,    

        र                                                     

        र       ,        ,      , और          
 
Gandhi's Use of Power 
 

                      
 
Moral and Ethical Power (Satyagraha): 
Gandhi's concept of power was rooted in moral and ethical 
principles, primarily through his philosophy of Satyagraha (truth-
force or soul-force). He believed in nonviolent resistance and the 
power of truth and love to bring about social and political change. 
 

      और           (     ): 

                             और                           ,     

      उ          (               )                     

उ                र   और         और र          र             

       और                           
 
Empowerment of the Masses: 
Gandhi sought to empower ordinary people by encouraging self-
reliance and grassroots participation in the freedom struggle. He 
believed that real power lay in the collective strength and moral 
authority of the people. 



 

 

 

             र : 

               र               र   और                       

 र  र       र              र                            

          उ                                            

     और            र              
 
Nonviolent Resistance: 
He utilized nonviolent resistance (Ahimsa) as a powerful tool against 
oppression and injustice, showing that power does not always have 
to be coercive or violent. 
 

          र  : 

उ      उ     और                          उ  र        

             र   (      )    उ         ,                     

                                        
 
In essence, Gandhi redefined power as a force for ethical and 
collective action, emphasizing moral integrity over coercion and 
violence. 
 

         ,                       और                              

             र          ,               और                     

        र   र           


