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Part 3: 

Gandhi's Views on Rights and Duties: 

Mahatma Gandhi (1869–1948) held a distinctive and holistic view on the relationship between rights 

and duties. He believed that true rights are inherently linked to duties and that one cannot exist 

without the other. Here are some key points highlighting his perspective: 

Interdependence of Rights and Duties: 

Gandhi believed that every right carries with it a corresponding duty. He argued that people often 

focus on their rights while neglecting their duties, which leads to imbalance and injustice in society. 

For Gandhi, the fulfillment of one's duties was the foundation for earning and securing one's rights. 
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Primacy of Duties: 

Gandhi placed a greater emphasis on duties over rights. He believed that if everyone performed 

their duties sincerely, rights would naturally be protected and upheld. This principle was rooted in 

his understanding of Indian philosophical traditions, which emphasize duty (dharma) as the path to 

righteousness. 
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Satyagraha and Non-violence: 

Gandhi's concept of Satyagraha (truth-force) was based on the idea that individuals must fulfill their 

duties, particularly the duty to resist injustice peacefully. He believed that non-violence (ahimsa) was 

not only a duty but also a powerful tool for securing rights without infringing on the rights of others. 
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Social and Moral Duties: 

Gandhi emphasized that individuals have social and moral duties towards their communities and 

fellow beings. He believed that performing these duties selflessly contributes to the overall well-

being of society and helps in building a just and equitable world. 
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Self-discipline and Personal Responsibility: 

For Gandhi, the exercise of rights was deeply connected to self-discipline and personal responsibility. 

He believed that individuals must cultivate self-control and a sense of responsibility to use their 

rights ethically and constructively. 
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Spiritual Perspective: 

Gandhi's views on rights and duties were also influenced by his spiritual beliefs. He saw life as a 

mission to fulfill one's duties towards God, oneself, and humanity. This spiritual outlook reinforced 

his conviction that duty is paramount and that rights flow naturally from the diligent performance of 

one's duties. 
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Distinction Between Village and City as per Gandhi 

Mahatma Gandhi's perspective on the distinction between villages and cities was rooted in his vision 

for an ideal society. He believed that the village, or rural life, was the backbone of India and should 

be the foundation for sustainable and equitable development. Here are some key points highlighting 

Gandhi's views on the differences between village and city life: 

Self-Sufficiency: 

Gandhi viewed villages as self-sufficient units where people lived close to nature and relied on local 

resources. He believed that this self-sufficiency was essential for true independence and 

sustainability. 
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Community Life: 

Villages, according to Gandhi, fostered a strong sense of community and cooperation. People in 

villages worked together and supported each other, creating a harmonious social fabric. 
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Simple Living: 

Gandhi admired the simplicity of village life. He believed that a simple life, free from excessive 

materialism, led to greater contentment and spiritual well-being. 
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Environmental Harmony: 



 

 

Villages, in Gandhi's view, maintained a closer harmony with the environment. He believed that rural 

living encouraged sustainable practices that were less harmful to nature. 
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Decentralized Economy: 

Gandhi advocated for a decentralized economic model with villages as the core units. He believed 

this would reduce dependency on cities and promote local industries, crafts, and agriculture. 
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Critique of Urbanization: 

Gandhi criticized the rapid urbanization and industrialization of cities, which he believed led to social 

inequalities, environmental degradation, and moral decay. He saw cities as centers of exploitation 

and artificial living. 
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Emphasis on Rural Development: 

Gandhi proposed rural development through education, health care, and sustainable agriculture. He 

believed that improving village life would lead to the overall development of the nation. 
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Moral and Ethical Values: 

Gandhi believed that villages preserved traditional moral and ethical values that were eroding in 

cities. He felt that rural life nurtured virtues such as simplicity, honesty, and humility. 
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Gandhi's vision for India was one where villages played a central role, ensuring a balanced and 

sustainable development that integrated moral values, environmental sustainability, and social 

equity. He believed that by focusing on the development and empowerment of villages, India could 

achieve true independence and prosperity. 


