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Gandhi’s Political Thought
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Important questions with answers
In both Hindi and English
QUESTION 1
Give reasons for Gandhi’s admiration for Britislginstifitiags:
fofesr wurail & forg it o v & RNDT RV,

Rule of Law: Gandhi admired the British system for itsistrong emphasis on the
rule of law and justice, which he believed was'essential for any civilized society.
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Parliamentary Demeacracy: T he British parliamentary system, with its
representative demacracylanchdebates, impressed Gandhi as it allowed for
diverse opinions and demaocratic decision-making.
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Judicial Independence: Gandhi valued the independence of the judiciary in

Britain, which ensured fair trials and the protection of individual rights.
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Educational System: Gandhi was impressed by the British educational system,

which emphasized critical thinking and comprehensive learning.
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QUESTION 2

Examine Gandhi’s criticism of industrialization.
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Dehumanization: Gandhi believed that industrialization dehumanized workers
by treating them as mere cogs in the machine, leading to the loss of their
individuality and humanity.
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Economic Inequality: He criticized industrialization for creating economic

disparities, where wealth was €encentrated in the hands of a few, leading to
widespread poverty and social injustice:
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Environmental/Degradation: Gandhi was concerned about the environmental

damage causedby industrial activities, including pollution and the depletion of
natural resources.
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Loss of Traditional Skills: He argued that industrialization led to the decline of
traditional crafts and skills, which were integral to the cultural and economic
fabric of rural India.
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Moral and Ethical Concerns: Gandhi believed that industrialization promoted
materialism and consumerism, which he saw as morally and ethically
detrimental to society.
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Alienation from Nature: He felt that industrialiZatiomdistancetypeople from
nature and their agrarian roots, which he believed were‘essential for a
balanced and fulfilling life.
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QUESTION 3

Examine Gandhi’s viewsQn c@nstiaitionalism.
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Respect forithe Rule,of Law: Gandhi held a deep respect for the rule of law
and believed that'a constitutional framework was essential for ensuring justice
and order in society.
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Democratic Values: Gandhi supported democratic values and the idea of self-
governance. He believed that a constitution should reflect the will of the
people and promote democratic participation.
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Limitations of Constitutions: While he supported constitutionalism, Gandhi

also recognized its limitations. He believed that no written'docdment could
capture the spirit of justice and morality fully, emphasizingsgtheyneed for ethical
governance.
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Decentralization of Power: Gandhi,emphasized the importance of

decentralizing power and ensuting that constitutional governance included
local self-governancé&pallowing,communities t& manage their own affairs
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Inclusivity and Equality: Gandhi advocated for a constitution that ensured
inclusivityrandiequality for all sections of society, including marginalized
groups.
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By addressing these points, Gandhi envisioned a constitutional framework that

not only upheld the rule of law but also embodied the ethical and democratic
principles necessary for a just society.



Fundamental Principle of Non-Violence: Both Satyagraha and pacifism are
deeply rooted in the principle of non-violence. Satyagraha, whichhmeans
"truth-force" or "soul-force," is a form of non-violent resistahce'developed by
Gandhi. Pacifism is the belief in and commitment to peaceful methods'to
resolve conflicts.
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Moral and Ethical Foundation: Bethyconéepts emphasize a strong moral and

ethical foundation. Satyagraha involvesiadhering to the truth and
righteousness, while pacifism advocates for resolving disputes without
resorting to violence,,maiataining moral integrity.
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Active Resistance vs. Passive Resistance: Satyagraha is an active form of
resistance, where the individual engages in non-violent actions to bring about
change. Pacifism, while also promoting non-violence, can include both active
and passive resistance, such as civil disobedience and peaceful protests.



Afra gfarty g9 S uftRter:. IamE ufekly &1 te Ifha & u g,
e safad ufkad= aF & fore sifgwes foranatt o znfiye grar g 1 rifa-frgr,
St 31fgTT ol SgTaT <t 8, H Afthy 3R sy ufaRiy S 2nfire 1 Jod §,
SR o Rife arasm 3R wrifergof v

Focus on Justice and Truth: Satyagraha specifically focuses on the pursuit of
truth and justice through non-violent means. Pacifism also seeks justice but
primarily through maintaining peace and avoiding any formyof violence.
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By highlighting these connections,’it is‘elear that Satyagraha and pacifism are
interlinked through their shared commitment to non-violence, moral integrity,
and the pursuit of justice and tsuth

Economic Exploitation: Colonial powers often exploited the natural and
human resources of the colonized nations. This led to the extraction of wealth
and raw materials, which were then used to fuel the colonial powers' own
economies, leaving the colonized nations impoverished.
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Disruption of Traditional Economies: Colonialism disrupted traditional
economies by introducing new agricultural practices, cash crops, and forced
labor systems. This often led to the decline of local industries and self-
sufficient economies.
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Social Hierarchies and Inequalities: Colonial rulérs often entrenched social

hierarchies and created new inequalities basédiwon race,‘ethnigity, and class.
This exacerbated divisions within society,and led to,Jong-lasting social tensions.
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Cultural Erosion: Colonialism gften resulted in the erosion of indigenous
cultures, languages,and traditiens. Colonial education systems and missionary
activities promoted'the cultureand values of the colonizers, undermining local
identities.
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Introduction of Western Education and Technology: On the positive side,
colonialism introduced Western education, legal systems, and technology to
colonized nations. While this sometimes led to advancements, it was often
implemented in ways that benefited the colonizers more than the colonized.
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Urbanization and Infrastructure Development: Colonial powers developed
infrastructure such as railways, roads, and ports primarily to extract resources
and transport goods. This led to urbanization and changes in settlement
patterns, sometimes at the expense of rural areas.
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The legacy of colonialism is complex and'varied, affectingievery aspect of the
socio-economic life of a nation. While it broughtseme advancements, the
negative impacts often outweighed the'benefitspleading to long-term
challenges for former colonies



