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Note: Attempt one question from each Section. This paper contains three Sections. The other two 

questions may be from any of the three Sections. All questions carry equal marks. You have to 

attempt five questions in all 

 

1. Critically Analyze the Circumstances in Which English Was Introduced 

into India 

English was introduced to India during the British colonial period. The circumstances were 

heavily shaped by British interests in administration and control: 

 Early Contacts (1600s): The first significant introduction of English came through 

the British East India Company in the early 17th century, primarily for trading 

purposes. The Company's interactions with India were initially in the form of business 

and diplomacy, with the British gradually gaining political and military control. 

 The British Raj (1858-1947): English was made the language of administration and 

governance after the British Crown took over direct control of India in 1858. The 

Charter Act of 1833 (which formalized English as the language of administration) 

and Lord Macaulay's Minute on Education (1835) played pivotal roles in this 

transition. Macaulay argued that the British should educate Indians in English to 

create a class of intermediaries who could serve the colonial administration. 

 Educational Policy: English was taught to a select elite, often in British-style 

institutions such as universities (e.g., Calcutta University, Bombay University). In 

1835, English replaced Persian as the language of administration in British India. 

English became the medium for higher education, including the study of Western 

sciences, literature, and philosophy, making it crucial for social mobility. 

 Impact: The introduction of English led to the emergence of an educated middle class 

who had access to Western ideas, which contributed to the development of 

nationalistic movements. English also became associated with modernity, progress, 

and status, while local languages were often marginalized. 

2. How Can English Be 'Nativised'? Will This Affect the Prestige Status of the 

Language? 



 

 

'Nativisation' refers to adapting English to fit the local context by incorporating local culture, 

expressions, and linguistic structures. In India, this has occurred in several ways: 

 Lexical Borrowing: English in India has borrowed words from Indian languages like 

Hindi, Bengali, Tamil, etc. Examples include words such as "babu," "pukka," "chai," 

and "bazaar." This reflects the integration of local culture into the language. 

 Pronunciation: Indian English has distinct phonological features influenced by native 

languages. For instance, the pronunciation of certain vowels and consonants in Indian 

English can differ significantly from British or American English. 

 Syntax and Grammar: Indian English often shows influences from local languages 

in sentence structure. For example, the use of the phrase "isn't it?" for confirmation (a 

feature common in Indian languages) is now frequently used in Indian English. 

 Code-Switching and Mixing: In India, English is frequently mixed with local 

languages (like "Hinglish" – a mix of Hindi and English), especially in informal 

contexts. This phenomenon is common in everyday speech, particularly in urban 

areas. 

Effect on Prestige: 

 Positive Impact: Nativisation can make English more accessible to a wider audience, 

especially for those who are not part of the English-speaking elite. It can democratize 

the language and empower people to express themselves in English, contributing to 

social inclusivity. 

 Negative Impact: Nativisation might reduce the perceived "prestige" of English, 

especially in formal or academic contexts. Some might argue that deviations from 

standard British or American English dilute its purity and sophistication. However, 

the growing acceptance of Indian English (especially in popular culture and media) 

has diminished the stigma around it. 

Conclusion: Nativisation does not necessarily reduce the prestige of English in India but may 

redefine it. English remains a symbol of modernity and progress, though its status is evolving 

as it adapts to the Indian context. 

3. How Do You Think Literature and Social Forces Are Connected? 

Literature and social forces are deeply intertwined because literature reflects, critiques, and 

sometimes influences social, cultural, and political change: 

 Reflection of Society: Literature captures the social issues of its time, giving voice to 

the marginalized and exposing societal flaws. For instance, during colonial times, 

writers like Rabindranath Tagore and R. K. Narayan wrote about social reforms, 

freedom, and the struggles of ordinary people. Tagore’s works questioned colonial 

oppression and promoted nationalism, while Narayan's stories of fictional Indian 

towns depicted the daily struggles of common folk. 

 Social Change: Literature can be a force for social change. In India, for example, the 

writings of Periyar E. V. Ramasamy and Jyotirao Phule addressed issues of caste 

discrimination and the need for social reform. The Indian English literature 

movement, especially post-independence, began to address themes of identity, 

nationalism, and postcolonialism, influencing the broader social and political 

discourse. 



 

 

 Shaping Identity: Writers can shape public opinion by presenting new ideas or 

challenging old paradigms. Post-colonial authors like Salman Rushdie in 

"Midnight's Children" and Arundhati Roy in "The God of Small Things" 

explore the complexities of post-independence Indian identity, colonial legacies, and 

the interaction between the personal and the political. 

 Cultural Reflection: Literature often serves as a record of changing cultural values. 

As society shifts, literature captures those shifts—be it in gender, religion, or 

economic structures. For instance, Ismat Chughtai's writing highlighted the 

condition of women in a patriarchal society, while Mulk Raj Anand's works focused 

on the plight of the underprivileged. 

In conclusion, literature both reflects and influences social forces, engaging with cultural, 

political, and social changes in a way that can inspire or challenge public discourse. 

4. Discuss Various Stages of TELI (Teaching English Literature in India) 

Teaching English Literature in India (TELI) has evolved through several stages, shaped 

by India’s colonial past, independence, and modern global influences: 

1. Colonial Period (Early 19th Century - 1947): 

 Focus: During the colonial period, English literature was taught primarily to the elite 

as a means to create a class of educated Indians who could serve the British 

administration. The curriculum was dominated by British authors such as 

Shakespeare, Milton, and the Romantic poets. 

 Purpose: The purpose was to foster loyalty to the British Empire and instill Western 

values in the Indian intelligentsia. English literature was considered a tool for social 

and political control, as it helped create a class of educated people loyal to the British. 

2. Post-Independence (1947 - 1970s): 

 Focus: After India gained independence in 1947, English literature continued to play 

a major role in education, but the focus shifted. There was a stronger emphasis on 

Indian writers, both in English (like R. K. Narayan and Mulk Raj Anand) and in 

translation (such as Premchand). 

 Purpose: The teaching of English literature sought to promote national identity while 

still engaging with global literary traditions. Indian English literature was promoted as 

a means of understanding the cultural and political realities of post-colonial India. 

3. Contemporary Period (1980s - Present): 

 Focus: The curriculum became more diversified, including a blend of British, 

American, and post-colonial writers. There was an increasing focus on modern Indian 

writers in English like Vikram Seth, Arundhati Roy, and Salman Rushdie, as well 

as global writers such as Chinua Achebe and Toni Morrison. 

 Purpose: The purpose evolved to focus on critical theory, post-colonialism, feminist 

readings, and intersectionality. The aim was to encourage students to engage critically 

with texts and explore the relationship between literature, politics, and identity. 

4. Current Trends (2000s - Present): 



 

 

 Focus: Today, the teaching of English literature includes a wide range of texts from 

different regions and genres, incorporating digital literature and multimedia. Post-

colonial and post-modern perspectives dominate, with critical studies of gender, race, 

and class becoming increasingly significant. 

 Purpose: The goal is to foster critical thinking, intercultural understanding, and 

global perspectives. Literature is studied not just for its aesthetic value, but for its 

ability to engage with real-world issues and the complexities of modern life. 

Conclusion 

The stages of Teaching English Literature in India (TELI) reflect a deep transformation, from 

being a tool for colonial control to a means for exploring identity, culture, and post-colonial 

realities. Today, it continues to evolve, engaging students with global issues while retaining 

relevance in the Indian context. 

 

5.In 21st century India, has English become a language of the privileged from its origin 

as a language of colonial masters?  Discuss. 

1. English as a Colonial Language 

When the British ruled India, English was introduced as the language of the rulers. It was 

used for government, law, and education to help the British control India. Only a small 

group of people, mostly the elite, could learn English, and it became a symbol of power and 

privilege. 

2. After Independence 

After India became independent in 1947, English stayed important because it was used in 

government and education. Even though Hindi was promoted as the national language, 

English was still needed for global business and higher education. It continued to be 

associated with the elite because it opened doors to better jobs, especially in cities. 

3. English in the 21st Century: A Language of the Privileged? 

In the 21st century, English is still a language of privilege, but its role has changed: 

 For Jobs and Business: English is essential for many modern jobs, especially in 

fields like technology, business, and media. Companies often require employees to 

speak English, so people who know the language get better opportunities. 

 Education: Wealthier families can afford to send their children to English-medium 

schools, which give them access to better education. This makes English a key to 

upward mobility—a way to rise in social status and wealth. 

 Cultural Influence: English is also important in popular culture—movies, TV 

shows, and social media in India often use English. However, this is mostly true for 

urban areas, where people from wealthier backgrounds are more likely to have access 

to this content. 



 

 

4. English for Everyone? 

Although English is still seen as a language for the privileged, things are changing: 

 Learning English through Technology: With the internet, more people can now 

learn English through online courses, apps, and videos. This is helping people from 

poorer backgrounds improve their English skills. 

 Indian English: In India, English has become more "local" through the mixing of 

Hindi and other languages. For example, Hinglish (a mix of Hindi and English) is 

widely spoken in cities, which makes English feel more familiar and less foreign to 

people. 

5. English as a Tool for Empowerment 

English is not just for the rich anymore. People from marginalized communities (like Dalits 

and women) are also using English to speak out on social issues and get attention for their 

causes. It has become a tool for change and empowerment. 

6. Conclusion 

In 21st-century India, English is still seen as a language of privilege, especially for getting 

better jobs and education. But it is also becoming more accessible to everyone, thanks to 

technology and the rise of Indian English. English may have started as a tool for colonial 

control, but today it is a global language used by many Indians for opportunity, 

empowerment, and social change. 

So, while English still carries some prestige and power, it is no longer just for the privileged 

few. It's a language that many Indians are using to connect with the world and improve their 

lives. 

 

 

6. Examine the education of India prior to the establishment of English studies. 

Before English studies became common in India, the education system was very different 

and was mostly shaped by traditional systems and local languages. 

1. Traditional Education Systems 

Before the British arrived, India had its own rich and diverse education systems, which were 

influenced by local customs, cultures, and religions. These systems varied across regions, but 

some common forms of education included: 

 Gurukuls and Madrasas: In rural and urban areas, education was often conducted in 

Gurukuls (for Hindu children) and Madrasas (for Muslim children). Gurukuls were 

informal schools where children learned from gurus (teachers) about religion, 



 

 

philosophy, mathematics, and other traditional subjects in Sanskrit. Madrasas 

taught religion, Arabic, and Islamic studies. 

 Temple Schools: In some parts of India, temples served as centers of education. 

Students were taught subjects like Sanskrit, Hindu scriptures, and mathematics. 

 Local Languages: Education was mostly conducted in local languages like Sanskrit, 

Persian, Tamil, Bengali, and Arabic. These languages were the medium for learning 

various subjects like science, literature, history, and religion. 

2. Content and Curriculum 

The content taught in these traditional education systems was closely linked to religious and 

cultural values: 

 Religious Studies: A major part of education was religious, focusing on learning 

about Hinduism, Islam, and other local belief systems. 

 Mathematics and Astronomy: Subjects like mathematics and astronomy were also 

taught in ancient Indian education. Sanskrit scholars had written extensively on 

geometry and astronomy. 

 Literature and Arts: In areas like Tamil Nadu, Bengal, and Kerala, there was also 

a strong tradition of literature, poetry, and arts. Famous Indian epics like the 

Mahabharata, Ramayana, and Bhagavad Gita were taught, along with local poetry 

and stories. 

3. Limited Access to Education 

Education in pre-colonial India was often restricted to a small group of people, mainly from 

higher castes or wealthy families. The majority of the population, especially from the lower 

castes, women, and rural areas, had very little access to formal education. 

 Caste System: In many cases, only the Brahmins (priests and scholars) and other 

higher castes had access to formal education, while lower castes were excluded. This 

created a social divide in access to education. 

 Gender Divide: Education for women was limited, with very few women being 

educated in traditional systems. The focus was mostly on teaching women skills for 

running the household. 

4. Influence of Persian and Arabic 

With the rise of Mughal rule in India (16th to 18th centuries), Persian became the language 

of administration, and many Muslim rulers promoted the teaching of Persian and Arabic. 

Madrasas played an important role in spreading knowledge of Islamic sciences, literature, 

and Persian poetry. 

5. The Beginning of English Studies 

English studies in India began with the arrival of the British East India Company and the 

later British colonial rule. The British aimed to establish a system of education that would 

serve their colonial interests, and they promoted English as the language of administration, 

law, and education. 



 

 

Conclusion 

In conclusion, before the British introduced English education, India had a very diverse 

education system based on local languages and cultures. Education was mainly limited to the 

elite, and it focused heavily on religious, cultural, and traditional subjects. It was not a 

widespread system accessible to all people, especially to women and lower-caste individuals. 

The introduction of English changed the educational landscape significantly, as it became a 

language of formal education, especially in the later colonial period. 

 

 

 


